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lot  Infantry  Division 
Operational  Report, -Lessons  Learned 
1  i-Iay  -  31  July  1966 

(RCo  C3F0K-65)  15  August  1966 


1  Significant  Organization  at-  Unit  Activitios 

1.  Introduction: 

During  the  period  covered  by  the  previous  Operational  lie  port-lessons 
Learned  (1  Jan  -  30  Apr  66),  the  l3t  Infantry  Division  began  to  conduct 
major  operations  outside  the  assigned  tactical  aroas  of  responsibility 
(TAOR)  to  extend  U.S.  and  GVL  influence  into  previously  uncontested  areas. 
The  period  covered  by  this  report  was  narked  by  even  deep®-  penetrations 
into  areas  considered  as  VC  dominated  territory.  Operations  were  ciiarac- 
terizod  by  rapid  reaction  to  intelligence  information  and  deployment  of 
the  bulk  of  division  forces  over  vast  areas  of  the  111  Corps  Tactical 
Zone.  There  has  been  a  significant  incraase  in  the  integration  of  ARVO 
combat  forces  into  1st  Infantry  Division  operations.  The  division  initi¬ 
ated  its  first  major  pacification  operation  and  results  to  date  hevo  been 
very  encouraging.  Operations  'wore  also  conducted  within  base  camp  TAQlts 
to  locate  and  destroy  remaining  VC  forces  and  installations.  Three  i-ain 
Force  Viet  Cong  regiments  were  engaged  in  five  major  battles  and  in  each 
the  enemy  forces  wore  decisively  defeated.  The  elite  272rl  VC  Regiment 
was  engaged  in  battle  on  two  separate  occasions,  one  of  which  occurred  on 
the  49tb  Anniversary  of  the  formation  of  the  Big  Red  One,  3  July  1917. 

Sergeant  ilajor  William  Yiboldrige  departed  tha  1st  Infantry  Division 
on  9  July  to  assume  his  duties  as  the  newly  created  Sergeant  liajor  of 
the  Army. 

The  numerous  and  varied  projects  initiated  under  tho  Civic  Action 
program  have  continued  to  have  a  high  priority.  During  this  period,  the 
scope  of  the  program  was  enlarged  to  encompass  assistance  to  AR7H  forcos 
through  construction,  training,  and  medical  care  for  dependents. 

2.  Organization: 


The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  to  occupy  five  major  base  camps 
at  JI  AN,  PHU  LOI,  LAI  KHA,  PHUQC  VUH  and  BSAR  CAT.  In  a  ceremony  on 
4  July  1966,  the  2d  Brigade  base  camp  at  B2AP.  CAT  was  officially  renamed 
CAkP  CQA  in  honor  of  Sergeant  iiartin  Cox,  Company  B,  1st  itoglneer  Batta¬ 
lion.  Sergeant  Cox  vas  killed  in  notion  during  Operation  AB1L38S. 

The  35th  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog)  arrived  in-country  16  June  and 
vas  rttaohed  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  by  U.S.  Any  Vietnam  General 
Order  4079  (Incl  4).  The  entire  pletof  n  vas  further  attached  to  the 
2d  Brigade  for  centralised  control  until  training  that  was  incomplete 
upon  deployment  from  CONUS  and  refresher  training  could  be  comsleted. 


In  accordance  with  guidance  from  the  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry 
Division,  a  provisional  light  assault  artillery  battery  (4.2  inch  mortar  J 
was  formed  in  July  (Incl  5).  Assets  of  tin  .a  Infantry  battalion  heavy 
mortar  platoons  were  transferred  to  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery, 
Division  Artillery.  One  battalion  from  each  brigade  bass  camp  provided 
the  assets,  thoroby  retaining  the  integrity  of  the  transferred  platoons 
and  facilitating  the  formation  of  the  battery.  This  plan  also  enabled 
each  baas  oamp  pomander  to  adjust  tbs  remaining  heavy  mortar  platoons 
defending  the  camp  with  little  or  no  difficulty,  tartar  platoons  of  the 
1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  (PKUOC  TOOT),  2d  5attalinn,  2d  Infantry 
(LAI  KH2),  and  2d  Battalion,  16  th  Infantry  (CAilP  COX)  v ere  transferred 
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and  provid©£\$h«  nucleus  to  train  and  organize  the  batter?.  The  battery, 
commanded  by  a^tp^or,  is  assigned  to  the  Sth  Battalion,  6th  Artillery 
(I55m/SH)  and  hki  a  total  strength  of  144  personnel.  The  light  assault 
artillery  battery  makes  available  to  the  division  fire  pover  that  can  be 
rapidly  deployed  by  U3^D  helicopters  when  medium  ball  copters  are  not 
available  to  move  a  IGJasN^attery. 

In  February  1966  modif i catids  .  table  a  of  organization  and  equipment 
vere  submitted  for  units  of  the  diXriei.on.  Changes  from  the  current  organ¬ 
ization  are  necessitated  by  the  counterinsurgency  environment!  location 
of  division  units  at  five  base  camps,  separated,  in  some  cases  by  Insecure 
LOC'flj  and  T013  deficiencies  which  degrade  units*  ability  to  perforn  their.- 
missions.  Since  submission  of  the  original  liTO#s, -additional  modifies-, 
tions  have  been  required  by  the  development  of  new  tactics  end  issue  of 
new  equipment.  These  additional  changes  include  the  establishment  of  a 
long  range  reconnaissance  patrol  platoon  organic  to  the  air  cavalry  troop} 
re-authorization  of  the  armored  vehlole  launched  bridge  platoon  whoso 
deletion  was  directed  prior  to  deployment  from  CONUS;  and  modification 
of  the  general  support  artillery  battalion,  engineer  battalion,  and  main-  ,.j 
tenance  battalion  required  by  the  impending  issue  of  self-propelled  155mm 
howitzers  and  additional  engineer  equipment.  Submission  of  revised  HTOU’o 
to  incorporate  the  above  changes  will  be  completed  in  early  August  1966... 

Requested  modifications  have  been  kept  to  a  minimum  consiatent  with;, 
the  division's  mission.  Those  requested  are  necessary  to  moot  the  opeg-  , 
ator  and  maintenance  requirements  of  new  equipment  and  to  effectively 
operate  in  the  Vietnam  environment.  lending  approval  of  division  RIOS' a, 
the  requested  modifications  have  been  accomplished  in  part  through  the 
reassignment  of  excess  personnel  to  requested  personnel  spacos  and  tem- 
porary  authorization  of  excess  equipment,  when  available.  Although  this 
provides  a  temporary  and  partial  solution  to  accomplishment  of  the 
required  changes,  it  does  not  provide  the  complete  and  permanent  modifi¬ 
cations  required. 

Preparation  of  diviaion  MTOE'a  did  not  include  consideration  of 
reorganisation  of  infantry  battalions.  The  six  ooapany  organisation  v  . 
reoaemendsd  as  a  result  of  the  ARCOV  Study  will  significantly  enhance  .  ,  C 
the  fighting  capabilities  of  tha  division.  *’ 

The  mechanized  flame  throwers  have  been  transferred  to  the  1st  Squad¬ 
ron,  4th  Cavalry.  Vary  good  results  of  combat  support  have  been  received 
during  eontaot  with  the  Viet  Cong.  . 

Division  organisation  ia  shown  at  lnolosure  2. 

‘  4  • 

3.  Iatalllge&aet 

a.  Bhamy  Order  of  Battles  Baa ay  units,  reinforcement*,  location  and 
units  in  ooutaot  with  1st  Infantry  Diviaion. 

(1 )  Bsamy  unite  in  III  Corps  Tactical  Zona  include  two  division  head? 
quarters,  eleven  Infantry  regiments,  one  artillery  regiment  and  46  batta-' ' 
lions,  36  of  which  are  subordinate  to  regiments.  Five  others  are  heavy 
weapons  battalions  subordinate  to  the  artillery  regiment.  There  are  also 
40  asperate  companies  and  28  separata  platoons.  Rlniaum  troop  strength 
is  36,300  of  which  26,850  pre  ooabat  troops  and  9,430  art  support  troops. 
Additionally,  there  are  17,650  militia. 

*  •  *  , 

(2)  Immediate  reinforcements  from  II  CTZ  idolude  two  main  force  bat¬ 
talions  and  ona  heavy  weapons  battalion.  Relnforoaasota  avallahle  ip  IV . , 
CTZ  include  one  main  foroa  regiment  (DOMO  TRAP  I)  and  four  local  force 
battalions. 
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3be  accepted  looatioc of  the  confirmed  eneny  unit*  art: 


5th  VC  Civ 

274  Ragt 

275  R««t 
9th  VC  Div 

271  Ragt 

272  Raft 

273  Ragt 

101  KVA  Ragt 
U1  KVA  Ragt 
250  KVA  Ragt 
70  Ragt 
165A  Ragt 
CONG  THAP  1J  Ragt 
U80  Artillery  Ragt 
435  Arty  On 
437  Arty  £to 
239  Arty  Bn 
241  Arty  Bto 
243  Arty  Zb' 

HU’  L01  Bn 
C320  Eh 
506  Bb 
860 

2d  Independent  Bn 


Northeast  HKJOC  TOY 
Mast  Central  RHOOC  TOY  (HAT  DICH) 
Northeast  PUDOC  TOY 
Northaaatern  Mar  Zona  “C" 

War  Zona  "C" 

Waatarn  BUM  DUONG  (LONG  KGUY2I) 
Southarn  BIKH  KJONG  (LONG  NCUI2K) 
'ieatern  BUM  LONG 
Northorn  War  Zona  *D" 

Southern  War  Zona  "D" 

Northern  TAY  KIHH 
Northeastern  B1IIH  DUONG  (HO  BO)  . 
Waatarn  HAU  KGIELA 
Northern  TAY  KliCi 
Northeaetarn  TAY'.NINH.  '  ' 

TAY  HUH 
PHUOC  TOY  . 

BUM  WJOUG  •  - 
TAY  NINH 

Southeastern  BUM  DUoilG  •" 
Southern  TAY  NUiH. 

Southern  HAU  NGHU  '  , 

Southern  PIIUOC  TOY 
Central  LONG  AN 


(4)  During  the  reporting  period,  let  Infantry  id  vision  made  contact 
vith  the  271 ,  272,  and  273  Regiments  of  the  9th  VC  Division;  elements  0f 
the  165A  Regiment,  the  70th  Regiment,  the  080  Artillery.  Regiment  and  the 
PHU  MX  and  C230  Battalions. 


b.  Tba •  VC  Mala  Faroe  Regiments  reversed  their  actions  of  the  previous 
quarter  in  whioh  they  avoided  large  seals  oontact  with  0.3.  forces  by 
engaging  in  four  regimental  else  battles  vith  0.3.  forces  in  BUM  T-fljiQ 
nwinoe  as  part  of  their  ■Noaaooa  Offensive".  Be  oh  sngarsnent  resulted 
la  a  sound  defeat  for  the  VC  foroaa  and  inflicted  heavy  losses  of  person¬ 
ae!  and  equipment  oa  his  units.  Notwithstanding  these  defeats  there  are 
m  indications  that  tbs  VC  are  any  last  determined  to  seek  a  victory  or 
*bat  they  will  oeaae  to  attack  at  a  tine  and  place  of  their  choice. 


«•  VC  Ioseea  for  the  quarter  inoludei 

•  1062  HA  (body  count) 

1302  CA  (probable) 

93  VOC 

46  Grew  served  weapons 
237  ftsell  anas 
1906  Tons  of  riot 
58  Tons  of  salt 

d.  VO  Capabilitiaai 


(l)  Attack  Am  posts  and  0.8.  positions  in  BUM  MX  Provlnoe  vith 
ay  to  four  regiments.  Priority  areas  of  attack i 

(a)  LOC  KUB 

(b)  Ai  LOC  (laolude  CAM  U.Bridge  XT  7297) 

(o)  KUB  BUB 
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(d)  ytfAH  LCJ 
(•)  chon  THANH 

(2)  Attack  ARVN  posts  In  PHUOC  LONG  Pro  yin  os  with  up  to  three 
regiments.  Priority  areas  of  attack i 

(a)  m  0  (XT  7673) 

(b)  SROC  DONG  (XD  6303) 

(c)  BAD  LONG  (XT  7955) 

(3)  Increase  terrorist  activity  in  vicinity  1st  Infantry  division 
base  camps  and  conduct  mortar  end  recoUlese  rifle  attacks  on  AKV ii  -  U.S. 
garrisons. 


4«  Combat  Operations: 


a.  General.  The  1st  Infantry  Division  conducted  military  operations 
over  a  large  portion  of  Ill  Corps  Tactical  /one  to  find  and  destroy  Viet 
Cong  forces  and  installations.  Operations  varied  in  else  from  squad 
ambushes  to  multi -battalion  search  and  destroy  missions  and  were  charac¬ 
terised  by  a  rapid  response  to  intelligence. 

b.  llay.  During  the  month  of  flay,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  continued 
extensive  operations  to  find  and  destroy  VC  forces,  installations  and 
supplieo.  Operation  BIItlluGtUil  (Incl  20),  initiated  on  24  April  1966; 
continued  in  does  coordination  and  cooperation  with  111  ARVN  Corns  Torces 
and  represented  the  deepest  penetration  of  friendly  forces  into  War  Zone  C 
since  1961.  This  operation  deprived  the  Viet  Gong  of  numerous  logistical 
installations  and  base  camps  and  unprecedented  quantltiso  of  sup:  He*. 
Operation  11  FASO  1  (Incl  1?)  wee  conducted  in  response  to  e  request  from 
5th  ARVN  Division  based  on  Intelligence  indicating  the  possible  preaanoe 
of  up  to  four  VC  regiments  in  the  LOC  fIXIM  (XU  7310)  area.  Operation 

LAfl  SON  II,  wee  Initiated  jointly  by  the  let  Infantry  Division  end  5th 
ARVN  Division  la  the  vicinity  of  Tw  LOI  (XT  8575)  with  the  aiaeion  to 
dear,  hold,  and  pacify  the  area.  In  the  BUNG  SAT  Special  Zone,  CTO 
and  Free  Uorld  Ground  Foroee  influence  vaa  extended  over  the  villages 
and  mangrove  euampa  as  a  result  of  the  joint  participation  of  let  Infantry 
Divlalon,  ARVN,  and  naval  authorities  in  Operation  LRXWGTQN  111.  A  total 
of  ten  separate  military  oparationa  (battalion  also  or  larger)  were  con¬ 
ducted  against  Viet  Cong  forces  by  the  division. 

(1)  Operation  BIKCNGHA/.,  a  division  operation  of  two  reinforced 
brigades,  continued  through  17  llay.  During  the  oouree  of  the  operation, 
all  divlalon  unite  partial  pa ted  with  the  exception  of  the  let  Battalion, 
26th  Infantry  which  wee  deployed  on  Operation  LAN  SON  11.  ARVN  partici¬ 
pation  in  Operation  HBKKGHAil  included  three  Ranger  battalion*  and  one 
infantry  battalion  of  the  25th  Division  ead  three  bat  tall  one  fron  the 
ARVN  Airborne  Division.  CXDQ  foroee  free  TAX  N1KH  Province  participated 
under  eontrol  of  U.S.  Special  Foroee  edviaora  end  were  eupported  by  artil¬ 
lery  and  cavalry  el seen ta  of  the  divlalon. 

Sene  of  the  largect  supply  oaobea  of  the  Vie  tnens ss  conflict  ware 
found  and  destroyed.  Aa  the  operational  eras  wee  shifted  westward  to 
the  CA1  BAD  River,  the  border  between  Vietnam  and  Cabo&U,  large  senate 
of  material  oonflrned  reports  of  at ay  installations  along  the  Osahodian 
larder.  Locations  of  Installations  la  this  area  wore  attributed  to  the 
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ralativ*  freodoa  available  to  transport  luppliaa  within  CaubJdia,  the 
uee  of  the  CAI  BAG  River  and  lta  trlbutariea  a a  transport  routes,  and 
the  fact  that  3-52  strikes  have  been  offset  at  least  700  netera  frea  the 
river.  Installation*  uncovered  confined  'Hat  the  area  la  used  for  recup¬ 
eration,  training,  and  supply.  CQSVli  logiatios  bases  near  the  Cacbodiaa 
Border  Were  hard  bit  as  Indented  by  the  losses  eensaarated  in  paragraph 
9b,  Inclofure  2a 


froi&  2-7  Hay,  the  operation  shifted  from  the  Canbodlan  Border  to  the 
plantation  area  southeast  of  TAY  SIKH  City  (XT  3250),  Airing  this  phase 
the  brigades  oondqctod  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  south  and  east 
of  the  plantation,  but  aade  no  significant  oontaeta  with  the  VC,  Ob  6  May, 
Task  Force  HOLLINGSWORTH,  consisting  of  Headquarters  3d  Brigade,  four  0.6, 
infantry  battalions,  and  ona  AKVN  Infantry  battalion  ocessnead  a  massive 
airmobile  raid  against  the  suspected  location  of  COSVK  Headquarters. 
However,  because  of  low  ceiling*  end  poor  visibility  the  ha 1111 ft  of 
artillery  and  artillery  annual tion  for  subsequent  LZ  preparations  was 
delayed.  With  weather  deteriorating  to  the  extant  that  both  aurprlsa  and 
■peed  were  loat  and  the  lack  of  assurance  that  the  operation  oould  be 
supported  by  elr,  the  operation  wee  cancelled. 

The  final  phase  of  Operation  BIKTXlIAn  began  on  9  Hay  with  emphasis 
shifting  to  the  ftlClISUK  Plantation  -  L01IC  KGOTai  area,  the  traditional 
hcsM  of  the  2?2d  VC  Regiment  and  the  PUD  LOI  Battalion.  Previous  intel¬ 
ligence  reports  had  indicated  the  271 et  and  273d  VC  Reglaonts  hod  left 
War  Zona  0  enrout*  to  'Jar  Zona  C  for  rest  and  training  and  oould  possiUy 
be  In  the  MICH  SUN  Plantation  -  LONG  11G0XEU  area.  Brigade  search  and 
destroy  operations  around  the  Plantation,  serosa  the  LONG  HGUYZN  area  to 
Bout*  13,  and  along  the  SAIGON  River  to  the  southeast  resulted  la  no  aiy- 
nlfloaat  enemy  contact.  Uowever,  additional  VC  supplies  ware  found  and 
destroyed  adding  to  the  tremendous  losses  previously  Inflicted  on  the 
enasqr.  A  significant  discovery  was  mads  on  13  -  14  Jhy  whan  a  regimental 
else  base  oamp  was  found  and  d astray  ad.  The  operation  terminated  on 
17  Kay. 


lb*  most  significant  as  pact  of  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  was  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  vast  quantities  of  VC  supplies  and  facilities  including  2,103  tons 
of  rloa,  130  small  arms,  323  tone  of  salt,  1 ,240  gallons  of  ooaking  oil, 
1,362  gallons  of  motor  oil,  13,949  shirts,  8,603  pairs  of  pants,  and  163 
boats  and  sampans.  1 Tbe  impact  of  this  operation  will  have  a  long  tern 
offset  on  the  VC  ability  to  shelter,  feed  and  equip  large  mashers  of  per¬ 
sonnel  and  had  Immediate  effects  cm  hie  "tonsoom  Campaign*.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  material  losses,  the  loss  of  prestige  and  ooutwl  In  an  area 
formerly  oonsldered  a  safe  haven  is^  expected  to  result  in  a  deaorellalng 
blew  to  VO  stability  and  influence  in  TAX  NlfiH  Proviso*.  It  was  unfor¬ 
tunate  that  the  weather  precluded  the  pwetretlon  of  the  OOSW  Headquarters 
by  faak  Pores  HDLUMSUOStH.  Completion  of  this  raid  would  have  further 
lessened  VO  prestige  and  security  within  this  area t 


(2)  Operation  UKXMTQV  1X2  originally  scheduled  to  oomeenos  on  4  May 
was  postponed  until  21  May  when  the  1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  was 
alerted  for  Operation  BXSOKSUH.  Phase  Ill  of  Operation  LSOMttV 
(Inal  if)  emwnnmd  at  0900  os  21  Kay.  Ibis  slrnoblla  sad  mqihlbdoua 
operation  wee  conducted  jointly  with  0.8.  Havel  elements  and  AHW  Ill 
Corps Vtarees.  Tbe  sueeeee  of  this  operation  was  due  to  tbe  manner  in 
whieb  the  battalion  eondueted  lta  amah  operations.  1b*  0.8.  Ferae* 
simply  tucked  longer  and  herder  than  the  VC  in  the  type  ef  swap  fighting 
peaollw  to  the  BBC  BAT.  Men  of  the  1st  httalion,  i8th  Infantry  moved 
with  aanelderabl*  skill  through  the  swaps  and  enjoyed  Increasing 
in  abeshiag  the  VQ  the  utilised  sampans  far  tremepnrUUae. 
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(3)  In  early  Kay,  a  VC  lieutenant  vu  killed  aoout  five  kilometer* 
southeast  of  IOC  HINB  District  Town.  Bs  hod  la  his  possession  4  plan 

for  the  attack  on  LOC  H2KH  sad  the  Special  Farces  crap.  Me  event  narked 
the  beginning  of  the  Ceapaign  along  National  Route  13  (Incl  IV).  In 
response  to  this  Intelligence  end  at  the  request  of  AHVN  forces,  the  3d 
Brigade  Task  Force  comprised  of  three  Infantry  battalions  and  one  artil¬ 
lery  battalion  coeneneed  Operation  EL  PASO  1  (la el  19)  on  19  lay.  Bo 
major  forces  were  contacted,  but  the  rapid  deployment  of  the  brigade  die* 
oouraged  a  highly  probable  VC  attack  In  the  area. 

(4)  Operation  LAM  SON  II  waa  initiated  by  headquarters,  1st  Infantry 
Division  Artillery  end  5th  AHVJI  Division  on  23  !*ey  1966.  Fleming  and 
axtcutlon  of  this  operation,  revealod  the  closest  of  association  and  tease 
vork  between  C.S.  and  ARVN  Forces.  The  PHD  101  Pacification  Task  Faroe 
le  Bade  up  of  e  combined  0.3.  -  ARVN  staff.  The  successes  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  ere  the  result  of  the  extremely  close  uooporation  end  coordination 
between  the  ARVN,  Sector,  and  U.S.  Forces. 

This  specialized  operation  conducted  in  the  PHD  LOI  (XT  8115)  area 
has  as  Its  ala  the  clearing  and  securing  of  the  operational  area  to  be 
followed  by  progressive  pacification  activities  In  seleoted  areas. 
Technique*  used  in  attaining  this  goal  include  saturation  patrolling, 
village  cordon  and  search,  and  the  utilisation  of  civil  affairs  and 
psychological  warfare  tea me,  Interrogators,  interpreters,  engineers,  and 
nodical  personnel.  The  phasing  of  this  operation  cosoonced  with  Intensive 
saturation  petrolling  followed  by  the  cordon  and  search  of  the  haalota. 
Inhabitants  at  this  tins  are  screened  by  intelligence  and  police  person¬ 
nel,  are  exposed  to  the  CH1UU  931  (Open  Ana*)  program  end  are  processed 
through  MEDCAP  and  other  personal  service  teens.  Suphasle  la  than  planed 
on  having  the  haslet  develop  its  own  defenses  against  the  Viet  Cong.  Aa 
this  1*  achieved,  cl  via  developmental  project*  such  aa  school  and  road 
construction  are  Introduced,  thereby  improving  living  condition*  and 
winning  hamlet  support  for  the  Government  of  Vietnam,  lb*  PHD  U)1 
Pacification  Task  Faroe  confuting  of  the  let  Battalion,  26th  Infantry, 
on*  battery  of  the  2d  Battalion.  13th  Artillery,  elaaents  of  the  let  do- 
glneer  Battalion,  elements  of  the  5th  ARVU  Division,  BXNh  DUOKQ  Pro vinos 
and  District  Official,  National  Police,  and  AKVN  recooneloaanoe  and 
payobologlaal  warfare  elmaento,  conducted  its  first  hamlet  operation  with 
the  surrounding  of  BBS  PHD/BIKH  PHDOC  complex  (XT  886144)  at  260300 
1966.  Sxtreaely  encouraging  results  j *r*  obtained  from  the  first  try. 
Initial  screening  yielded  on*  VC,  two  VC  political  oedre,  seven  personnel 
with  false  ID  oardA,  11  AKVN  deserters,  and  34  men  of  draft  age  who  were 
turned  over  to  SVU  custody  for  further  Interrogation.  The  fir  at  captive 
offered  to  ahov  where  sines  end  booby  traps  were  located.  During  the 
‘County  Fair1  (Hamlet  Festival)  portion  of  the  operation,  H SDOAF  teams 
treated  750  patients  end  intelligence  personnel  screened  521  adults. 

Dure*  thousand  lunohes  were  served  and  entertainment  waa  provided  by  two 
Vietnamese  cultural  teams  and  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Band.  Upon 
attelnaent  of  desired  all 1  Vary  end  political  goals,  similar  operations 
will  be  shifted  to  adjacent  arses  In  tha  LAM  308  TsOtt.  After  action  report 
for  the  first  hamlet  search  and  festival  la  attaehad  Zneloeura  12. 

(5)  During  hay,  13,286  round*  (2,744  tone)  of  artillery  were  fired 
daring  e  total  ef  19.31*  mission*  In  support  of  operation*,  doe*  air 
•mart  sorties  for  the  1st  Infantry  OH  vision  totaled  967.  Air  delivered 
esdeamee  consisted  of  461.3  tons  of  high  explosive,  224.4  tone  of  napala, 
60.9  teas  of  firapantotiaa  bombs,  19.5  tens  at  white  phoephoree,  425 
restate,  ml  133  eataaters  ef  CM. 

a,  Aim.  tbrsutaewt  the  snath  af  June,  fwresa  of  tha  let  Infantry 
Dtvlaia*  operated  U  BUh  mi,  LOU  BUM,  WAX!  SANK,  K»  DUCNQ, 
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TAX  NIKH,  Slim  LOSS,  end  PHUQC  LONG  Provinces.  Sight- separate  military 
operations  of  battalion  size  or  larger  continued  ond/or  were  initiated 
against  Viet  Cong  Forces  in  the  111  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  All  resulted 
in  contact.  '  -rrr-- '  '  ' 

(l)  Operation  Efc  PASO  II  \ras  initiated  on  2  Juno  1966,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  vith  5th  ARVN  Division  and  III  ARVN  Corps  Forces.  Intelligence 
indicated  the  9th  VC  division  had  positioned  three  Viet  Cong  and  one  North 
Vietnamese  Amy  regiments  in  preparation  for  attacks  against  the  LOC  Mill  - 
HON  QIAN  -  IflNH  THANH  -  SONG  B£  area.  Responding  to  this  change  in  the 
intelligence  situation  and  the  request  from  the  Commanding  General,  5th 
AKVH  Division,  the  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division  ordered  one 
Infantry  battalion  (2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry)  and  one  artillery  batta¬ 
lion  minus  (2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  (-))  to  100  N1NH  iwedif.toly  with 
the  mission  to  pcrtioipate  in  the  dafonse  of  the  Special  Forces  camp  at 
IOC  llxim.  On  4  June,  tho  perimeter  at  10C  NIKI  received  uortar  fire  and 
the  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was  thon  ordered  to  LOC  N1EH  on  6  June 
to  reinforce  the  Task  Forae  at  that  location. 

Three  significant  rontaots  occurred  with  the  enecy  who  wade  a  deter- 
mlned  effort  to  repel  this  major  introduction  of  D.S.  Forces  into  the  area. 
Additional  reinforcomonts  wero  planned  and  tho  2d  Battalion,  10th  Infantry 
and  A  Troop,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  wero  ordorod  to  HOI!  QIAN  on  .$  June, 

The  plan  called  for  Troop  A  to  move  up  Route  13  and  the  infantry  battalion 
to  move  from  CAMP  COX  by  helicopter  to  1AI  HE  Initially  and  than  to  H3N 
QIAN  Eubsequont  to  the  passage  of  the  road  oolumn  through  LAI  KH3.  In 
this  manner,  the  infantry  would  bo  in  an  excellent  posture  to  react  to  any 
contact  -made  by  the  road  column.  At  1440  hours  the  column  engaged  tho 
272d  VC  Main  Farce  Regiment  while  passing  through  AF  TAD  0,  on  croa  botveqn 
CHOI!  THANH  (XT  766616)  o'"i  HON  QOAN  (XT  755391).  Daring  the  four-hour  . . 
battle,  combined  firepovju:  from  t-a  tanks  end  APCs,  artillery,  and  air  ■’ 
strikes  inflicted  loesos  on  the  ensny  force  that  included  93  RIA  (BC) 
end  250  KIA  (Prob).  Tho  2d  Battalion,  IQth  Infantry  xwept  south  from 
their  location  at  HON  QUAN.  The  division  deployed  the  let  Brigade  with 
2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  and  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  to  MIND  THANH. 

Tho  second  major  engagement,  ,.e  Battle  of  LOC  KliiH  Plantation  ’  ■  ,>. 
(In cl  15),  oonmenoed  on  11  June  1966  at  1010  hours.  Elements  of  the  .  , 

2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  and  Cl DO  Foroes  made  oontaot  with  a  battalion  . 
of  the  273d  VC  Main  Force  Regiment  looatod  in  heavily  fortified  bunker.s. .. 

Ry  1730  the  enesy  positions  were  overrun  by  the  infantry  after  massive 
artillery,  mortar,  and  air  strikers.  VC  losses  were  96  X1A  (BC)  end 
150  KIA  (Prob).  •  • 

The  third  engagement  occurred  on  30  Juno  when  elements  of  the.  1st  "•* 
Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  and  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  engaged  end  decis¬ 
ively  defeated  the  2*71  at  VC  Regiment  in  the  vicinity  of  SRflK  DONG  (XD  7201), 
The  5th  AKVN  Division  and  III  ARVN  Corps  Foroes  partlolpated  by  oooupying 
blocking  positions  both  north  snd  south  of  the  battle  area.  In  addition 
to  the  organic  weapons  of  the  infantry  and  oavalry  unite,  massive  artil¬ 
lery  end  aloie  air  support  was  skillfully  employed  against  the  enemy 
resulting  In  270  Eli  (BO)  and  300  KIA  (Prob).  Twenty- three  automatic 
weapon*  and  forty-nine  small  arms  were  captured  (Inol  14),  The  narrative 
of  the  Battle  of  BROS  DONG  is  attaohad  Inclosure  16p  ' 

With  en  lnoreaee  in  the  VO  threat  against  the  SONG  BE  Special  Foroes 
Cemp  (ID  1507).  3d  Brigade  el  aments  were  airlifted  to  the  area  on  20  June. 

On  26  June  1966,  1st  Battalion,  23th  Infantry  medo  oontaot  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  VC  battalion,  infliotlng  7  KIA  (BC)  and  21  234  (hob)  on  tho  enemy  ' 
foroe.  • 
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Based  on  excellent  intelllgense,  a  highly  successful  one  battalion 
airmobile  raid  vu  conducted  on  a  suspected  rice  and  supply  storage  area 
northwest  of  DAU  TIENG  (XX  447537)  on  21  June.  During  the  raid,  1506 
tons  of  rios  and  5400  sheets  of  tin  '  were  discovered.  From  this  discovery 
and  other  supply  oaohes  and  base  camps  located,  It  became  evident  the  area 
oontained  major  VC  supply  storage  and  distribution  points.  Beoause  of  the 
large  quantity  of  material  discovered  a  second  battalion  was  airlifted 
Into  the  area  as  reinforcements.  The  oaohes  were  destroyed  by  ground 
troops  and  by  air  and  chemical  attacks. 

(2)  Operation  LA1I  SOU  11,  the  highly  specialized  pacification  opera¬ 
tion,  continued  with  emphasis  on  developing  local  self  defense  capabilities 
and  developmental  projects.  The  Joint  PHD  101  Pacification  Task  Force, 
consisting  primarily  of  1st  Battalion,  26th  Infantry,  5tb  ARVN  Division 
elements,  and  BXNH  DUONG  Sector  personnel,  conducted  dealing  and  satura¬ 
tion  operatlona  in  designated  areas  of  B1NH  DUONG  Province.  Efforts 
were  devoted  to  locating  and  destroying  main  force  and  guerrilla  units, 
thus  per.  .ttlng  and/or  stimulating  progressive  pacification  activities 
la  selected  areas.  Offensive  operatlona  by  the  ti.S.  and  ARVN  Forets  con¬ 
sisted  of  platoon  else  "serch  and  dear  operations,  squad  alee  ambush 
patrols,  andthamlet  seal  operations.  During  the  month,  391  platoon  aaaroh 
and  dear  operations  were  conducted  with  16,5  percent  making  contact  and 
496  ambush  patrols  were  conducted  with  approximately  three  peroent  making 
oontaot.  By  the  end  of  the  month,  the  effectiveness  of  operations  was 
showing  a  sharp  Improvement  aa  a  result  of  lncrcasod  knowledge  of  the 
terrain  and  the  looal  enemy,  ae  wall  as  the  gradual  refinement  of  tech¬ 
niques. 

During  June,  the  Pacification  Task  Fores  offer t 9  expanded  to  signifi¬ 
cant  proportions.  Initial  ARVN  skepticism  concerning  effectiveness  of 
operations  was  dispelled  during  the  task  force's  first  operation,  27  I  my, 
la  the  village  of  B2KH  CUBAN.  Combined  ARVN -0.3.  planning  for  the  second 
operation  went  extremely  well,  and  the  combined  teak  fores  was  given  all 
the  support  end  foroas  required. 

The  seoond  major  hamlet  seal  and  aaaroh  operation  centered  on  the 
TAN  PHDOC  KHAHH  hamlet  ocuplax  (XT  834163),  1  -  4  June  (lncl  13).  This 
operation  exemplified  the  general  success  of  the  searoh  technique  aa 
evidenced  by  the  return  to  CVU  control  of  a  VC  security  chief,  VC  hamlet 
chief,  118  draft  dodgers,  21  de tarter a,  13  former  VC  parole  violators,  and 
89  VC  suspect*.  The  core  of  the  VC  infrastructure  wee  severely  damaged 
if  not  destroyed  by  the  return  to  QVN  control  and  capture  of  these  person¬ 
nel.  A  VC  review  of  the  operation  estimated  a  50St  loss  of  their  capability 
and  a  two  month  period  required  for  recuperation.  The  people  generally 
cooperated  while  visiting  the  969  Interrogation  vane  for  interview,  stating 
they  vara  happy  to  have  Revolutionary  Developments  Cadre  end  U.S.  soldiers 
present  in  the  village.  For  example,  one  girl  indicated  where  ten  VC 
ware  hiding. 

In  addition  to  the  TAN  P'.CJOC  KEANU  operation,  seven  other  hamlet  seal 
operations  were  conducted.  Total  results  of  all  operations  for  June 
Included  eight  VC  XU  (BC),  33  VCC,  484  VC3  broken  down  aa  follows!  former 
VC  -  23l  Individuals  on  Blacklist  -  31 J  false  ID  cards  -  8j  deserter* 

(ARVN)  •  38;  draft  dodger*  -  173 j  and  ucoatagorlsed  -  209.  In  ell  Instan¬ 
ces  of  seal  end  starch  aetlvltlei,  the  results  have  bate  an 00 ur aging, 
taped  ally  In  the  villages.  Here  the  cooperation  gives  to  the  969  hrogrme 
and  Cadre  Teams  has  bean  better  than  In  the  hamlets. 

tbs  Hamlet  Festival  (County  Fair),  which  normally  aoacapaniea  the 
hemlet  aaaroh,  has  bean  continuously  successful.  Military  and  civilian 
agendas  which  were  at  first  reluctant  to  pertldpato,  have  been  increas¬ 
ingly  more  active  In  the  Hamlat  Festival  and  rural  ocaatruotlon  activities. 
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Conversations  with  villagers  at  festivals  and:  follow-up  activities 
indicate  an  upward  trend  in  their  interest 'in  the  3VK.  Use  of  AKVN 
Fsjrwar  Teams  and  their  vehicles  proved  imperative  for  successful  face- 
tO"faoe  connuni cation.  However,  Vietnamese  officers  and  NCO'e  in  oharge 
seem  unwilling  to  use  these  teams  to  their  fullest  capability.  The  : 
U.S.  Psywar  officer  has  continually  assisted  these  teams,  accounting  for 
improvements  in  their  techniques.  Use  of  Rural  Construction  Cadre  for  ' 
internal  crowd  control  during  the  Hamlet  Festival  proved  advantageous. 
This  assisted  the  cadre  in  establishing  rapport  with  the  population  and 
subsequently  permitted  them  to  more  easily  initiate  their  development 
.  activities  in  thi  hamlet. 

(3)  Operation  L&QNCTQN  1X1  (led  18)  was  terminated  9  June  1966. 
The  1st  battalion,  18th  Infantry  operation,  conducted  jointly  with  D.S. 
Naval  elements  and  AKVK  111  Corps  Forces,  significantly  reduced  the  VC 
capability  to  move  freely  throughout  the  HUNG  SAT  Special  Hone.  The 
many  rivers  end  canals  interlacing  the  nearly  leva!  marsh  were  inter¬ 
dicted  through  the  use  of  helioop ter a  and  landing  craft,  thereby  denying 
the  VC  the  Important  link  in  their  supply  system  for  traffio  between 
SAIGON  and  VUNG  TAD. 


(4)  Operations  ADELAIDE  1  4.  II.  These  1st  Brigade  operations  were 
conducted  during  the  respective  periods  30  .ay  -  9  June  and  31  .'J*y  - 
8  June  in  conjunction  vita  5th  AKVN  Division  elements  to  destroy  VC  forces 
and  bases. 

Airing  Operation  ADELAIDE  1,  search  and  destroy  operations  were  con¬ 
ducted  dong  Intarprovinolal  Route  16  north  of  TAN  UYEN.  Security  was 

rvlded  for  lat  Engineer  Battnlion  dements  Improving  Route  16  to  Class 
from  TAN  UYJH  to  PHUOC  Vlliil.  In  addition  a  long  term  project  was 
Initiated  aimed  at  the  complete  penetration  and  reduction  of  the  ONG  DONG 
Jungle  (XT  9027).  This  denss  area  has  traditionally  bean  a  VC  safe  haven 
and  operating  base.  The  area  is  to  be  defoliated  end  systematically 
siloed  into  checkerboard  squares  by  bulldossrs  to  provide  pioneer  roods 
for  1st  Infantry  Division  and  ARVN  forces  to  rapidly  move  into  the  area, 
encircle,  and  eliminate  VC  forces. 

Operation  ADELAIDE  XI  was  conducted  in  coordination  with  FEU  G1A 
District  Force*.  Search  and  destroy  operations  ware  conducted  to  elim¬ 
inate  major  base  areas  areas  and  minor  supply  installations  In  the  area. 
Cordon  and  search  operations  ware  oonduoted  around  three  know  VC  villages 
in  the  area. 

(S)  Artillery  unite  fired  69,081  rounds  in  support  of  operations 
during  June.  Close  air  support  sorties  totaled  1,151  and.  expended  the  " 
following  ordnanaei  493.5  tone  of  high,  explosive]  221 .8  tons  of  napeliij 
95.9  tone  of  fragmentation]  180  canister*, of  CBDj  and  112  pods  of  rockets. 

d.  July.  Curing  the  month  of  July,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  employed.' 
faro**  on  four  major  operations  in  8£Q  UR®,  LOHQ  THANE,  sad  BXKH  DOOtfO 
Province* .  All  major  operation*  resulted  la  ooctaot  with  Viet  Cong  Foroes. 
Two  contacts  were  mad*  with  identified  VC,  Hein  Foroe  units  and  in  each 
instance  the  eneeqr  was  soundly  defeated. 

(l)  Operation  EL  FAJO  11/1X1,  inltirted  on  2  Juno,  continued  in  the 
tOO  NXHH  -  BIN  SPAN  area  of  BINS  XJQHQ  Pro  vinos  in  conjunction  with  5th 
AIW  Uvition  force*.  This  large  seels  operation  oonttouod  to  bare  eroel- 
lsnt  results  as  information  gained  from  interrogation  of  VC  oaptivea  was 
UPloitod.  This  inUlligecce  revealed  that  the  VC  regiments  operating 
la  the  area  had  been  given  the  *d  salon  of  destroying  u.8.  and  CVN  forces 
operating  along  KaUctml  lout*  13. 
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The  first  significant  engagement  occurred  on  1  -  2  July  between  the 
2d  Battalion,  13th  Infantry  and  elements  of  the  273d  TC  Regiment  (Incl  16), 
Subsequent  to  the  Battle  of  SRQX  DONG  on  30  June  In  which  the  271st  VC 
Regiment  was  decisively  defeated,  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  was 
helilifted  to  positions  vest  of  the  battle  area,  approximately  three  kilo¬ 
meters  from  the  Cambodian  Border  (XU  591024).  This  area  was  selected  to 
seal  escape  routes  the  271st  Regiment  might  use  and.  to  interdict  infil¬ 
tration  routes  coming  into  Vietnam  from  Cambodia.  Shortly  after  the  air¬ 
lift  at  1600  hours,  1  July,  Company  A  made  contact  vith  an  unknown  sire 
VC  force  approximately  1400  meters  south  of  the  battalion  CP  and  C  Company 
location,  Contact  continued  and  became  more  intensive  and  A  Company  was 
reinforced  by  C  Company  and  the  Recon  Platoon  by  1800  hours.  During  the 
early  evening,  all  of  these  units  received  mortar  and  automatic  weapons 
fire.  Contact  was  broken  at  2020  hours  but  resumed  at  0545  houra  on  2 
July.  Five  assaults  wore  modo  against  the  porluotor  by  the  VC  before 
oontaot  was  finally  broken  at  0900  hours.  Artillery  and  fighter  boi’ber 
strikes,  brought  in  under  a  200  foot  ceiling,  assisted  in  repulsing  the 
assaults.  During  the  battle,  the  3d  Battalion,  273d  VC  Regiment  suffered 
the  loss  of  79  K1A  (BC) .  Three  additional  battalions  were  oomlttad, 
but  only  minor  oontaot  was  made.  All  forces  were  withdrawn  from  opera¬ 
tional  areas  on  4  July  for  rest,  resupply,  and  maintenance. 


Based  on  two  previous  sueesssful  amor  operations,  the  1st  Brigade 
positioned  forces  on  8  July  in  preparation  for  a  ROAD  HJtlNER  reconnais¬ 
sance  in  force  from  NON  fJSiS  to  THANH.  An  additional  Infantry  bat¬ 
talion  was  infiltrated  *o  i-OUH  TUAiiH  and  another  to  a  position  approxi¬ 
mately  eight  kilometers  southwest  of  KIN  QCAN.  Two  forward  artillery 
bases  were  established  south  of  ®II  COAX.  The  brigade  plan  Included  an 
overlay  designating  all  leading  zones  that  oould  possibly  be  used  for  the 
reaction  forces  to  be  helilifted  into  tho  battle  area  once  contact  was 
made  end  the  disposition  of  VC  forces  or  the  withdrawal  routes  were  known. 
In  addition  to  tha  infantry  battalion  and  helicopters  prepositioned  south¬ 
west  of  BLN  qOAR,  an  infantry  battalion  was  standing  by  at  the  <3JAH  L01 
airfield  for  eosnitasnt.  The  two  battalions  at  UDRi  THANH  were  positioned 
primarily  to  tha  east  ami  northeast  of  tha  rubber  plantation  to  permit  a 
rapid  reaction  if  needed.  Artillery  end  alratrlkes  ware  planned  along  the 
route  of  march.  A  deception  plan  was  roleased  that  indicated  a  troop  (-) 
would  be  making  the  reconnaissance,  but  the  actual  column  consisted  of 
Troops  B  end  C,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  with  ont  attaohed  rifle  company. 
On  9  July,  in  the  vicinity  XT  6774,  the  column  reeelvod  heavy  fire  from 
mortars,  autoaatio  weapons,  and  rtcoillOBB  rifle a .  The  tvo  battalions  at 
iilNH  THANH  moved  iracediatoly  by  foot  to  strike  the  VC  from  the  south 
(rear).  Two  battailous  ware  moved  by  helicopter  to  tha  northeast  and 
north.  One  battalion  attacked  south  while  the  aeoond  blocked  withdrawal 
routes  to  the  northwest.  The  major  oontaot  was  broken  after  one  hour 
and  45  minutes  and  only  snail  ski rui shea  occurred  as  the  VC  infiltrated 
across  the  SAIGON  River.  The  27 2d  VC  Regiant1  a  losses  for  the  battle 
included  233  XU  (BC)  and  300  klA  (Prob). 


Because  of  the  defeats  suffered  by  the  VO,  the  preeeure  was  relieved 
on  the  hOC  NIMH  -  .  ;:JH  THANH  -  H3N  QOAN  area.  The  let  and  3d  Brigades 
were  extracted  to  TOOOC  V1NH  and  LAI  KHZ  oe  13  end  14  July.  The  2d  Bri¬ 
gade  replaced  them  and  Phase  Ill  of  Operation  tt  PASO  was  initiated. 

Local  patrolling,  search  and  destroy  operations,  end  village  oordon  and' 
search  operations  oootlaued  for  tho  reaslriilir  of  July. 

(2)  The  MW  Ml  Paoifloatioi.  Task  Faroe  oce timed  Operation  LAi;  SOB  IX 
with  oloarlng  aid  saturation  patrolling  operations  in  key  areas  of  BINS 
DOCK)  Provisos.  On  16  July,  the  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  relieved  the 
let  Battalion,  26th  Infantry  as  the  major  0.8.  alansot  of  the  oonhdned 
task  force.  In  addition  to  aupporting  national  ooaytruction  plena,  the 
operation  also  provided  essential  taotloal  security  to  the  PHD  101  base 
nonplsv. 
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Offsnsiv*  operations  by  the  U.S.  and  5thAHVN  Division  fores*  oon- 
slatad  of  platoon  ois*  ssaroh  and  elssr  operations,  squad  size  anbush 
petrels,  end  haalst  seal  operetions.  During  July,  127  platoon  search 
end  elear  operetions  vers  conducted,  ten  perosnt  qf  which  made  Contact 
with  the  VC.  Six  percent  of  the  257  ambush  patrol*  node  oentaot.  " Effec¬ 
tiveness  increased  as  personnel  became  more,  familiar  .with  terrain  ani-ttwi 
local  ansa;  and  techniques  ware  raflned.  t,  . 


task  foroe  hamlet  seal  operations  continued  with  enp^esl*  on  Revol-  . 
utionary  Development.  Excellent  cooperation  vaa  given  by  all  partis* 
daring  oonbinad  AHVN  -  U.S.  planning.  The  hamlet  seal  operation  con¬ 
ducted  la  PHD  CUANH  (XT  358234),  13  July,  exemplified  the  continuing 
general  auoeaas  of  oparational  techniques,  A  VC  oell  asaber,  four  guer¬ 
rillas,  20  draft  dodgers,  and  foyr  deserters  were  oaptured.  in  arms 
each*  was  unoovered  that  contained  11  Mauser  rifles,  two  D.3.  shotguns, 
on*  Thompson  submachine gun,  end  several  thoussnd  rounds  of  assorted  small 
arms  ammunition.  The  people  war*  cooperative  and  volunteered  the  names 
of  14  VC  guerrillas.  Total  results  of  all  operations  for  the  month  in¬ 
cluded  four  oonflrmad  VC  hlAj  17  oonflrmod  VC  oaptured;  21  false. XD.aardp) 
25  deserters;  147  draft  evaders;  and  46  vrn  categorized  suspects. 


(3)  The  1st  Brigade  Initiated  OpcraUon  CEDAR  RAPIDS  1  at  0749  bWf 
17  July.  Two  battalions  conducted  search  and  destroy  operation'^  iq  AQs  , ' 
adjacent  to  Interprovinolal  Route  16  la  conjunction  vlth'+efeupplp’  ognydys’ 
between  DX  AN  and  PH00C  V1RH.  All  convoys  were  conducted  without  ipdiderrt 
and  oontaot  with  AOs  was  limited  to  skirmishes  with  aaall.  groups,  qf  i  IJQ.’i't  f 
and  mines  and  booby  traps.  On  23  July  the  plan  to  reduce  tfes  VC  safe  ';'' 
haven  in  the  ONG  DONG  Jungle  was  resumed.  The  1st  Brigade 'attacked:  to « 
isolate,  seise  and  destroy  VC  foroos,  base  oampa,  and  f'  f  jlfied  poeltione 
In  the  weatern  sector  of  the  ONG  DONG  Jungle.  Three  battalions  VT/J,lafj ,! 
l/l&  Inf;  1/26  Inf)  attaekod  south  while  the  fourth  (2/2  Inf  detached  from 
LAti  SON  21)  blocked  on  the  west.  Contact  with  VC  forces  was  limited  to 

no  larger  than  platoon  also  alameata.  However,  several  base  camps,  hunkers, 
and  tunnels  were  discovered  end  destroyed  along  with  the  caches  of  waini- 
tioa  and  supplies  stored  la  than.  One  large  hunker  contained  12  -  .45 
call bar  subaachlnsguna  and  about  2000  rounds  of  ammunition  of  various  •- 
calibers.  Fourteen  sorties  of  Navy  aircraft  employed  1000  and  2000  pound  - 
bomba  against  tranches,  foxholes,  hunkers,  and  tunnels.  Operation  CEDAR 
RAPIDS  H  terminated  at  13W  hours  21  July.  .  . 

(4)  Operation  SPRINGFIELD  II  vaa  initiated  by  3d  Brig ads  to  i exploit  . 
intelligence  of  VC  activity  within  the  TAOR.  A  ralijer  gave  Information 
on  20  January  1966  uhloh  todioatod  a  bate  cusp  and  headquarters  facility 
for  the  PBB  L01  fottalion  mad  3d  Battalion,  165A  Raglmaat  was  located  in 
the  northaastarn  section  of  the  >1  Brigade  TAOR.  Read  out  by  imagery 
Interpreters  also  indlcatsd  tbs  possible  axiatano*  of  thass  faoilitiaa 
and  a  trail  natmrtu  Two  long  range  raoonaaiasanee  patrols  operating  la 
the  area  om  23  -  24  'July  ccnfinad  the  presence  of  two  battalion  site  VO 
unite  and  two  large  base  oaape.  Both  petrels  were  discovered  and  had  to 
b*  extracted.  Cm  37  July,  the  3d  Brigade  initiated'  Operation  SmWFXXLD 
II  by  clearing  Rational  Route  13  from  XJLl  KKS  to  AP  BAD  BAM  with  two 
battalions  and  establishing  an  artillery  base  at  BAD  BAM.  Hollowing -.teen 
ME  etrikoa  on  23  July,  ooo  battalion  moved  into  Mocking  position* 

While  tarn  battalions  oanduotod  airmobile  assaults  into’  thy  obj  active  area, 
fo-raua  boos  oaape,  fortifloationa,  and  supply  seohha  ware  discovered, 
but  mmr  ooctact  was  adsor.  i  inf  tbs  nights  of  29*ad  30  July,  tho  «0 
probed  the  let  Battalion,  26th  Infantry  perimeter  around  tbs  artillery 
base  at  BAR  BAM.  HU  fins  by  air  and  artillary  war*  placed  in  tho  am 
and  the  let  Battalion,  l6th  Infantry  was  moved  into  e  hi  oaring  position. 
AXtbough  am  attach  by  os*  or  sera  VC  yagt—tc  appeared  imriaant,  the  M 
beaked  off  either  booeaoe  of  tho  fir*  or  .tho  rapid  deploy— >t  of  tho  infom- 
try  battalion.  Operation  TOMURU)  11  oontlaucd  into  August. 
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(5)  There  ware  79,492  rounds  (2,868.U  tons;  of  artillery  fired  and 
1,731  fighter  bomber  sortj.ee  flown  in  support  of  the  division  during 
July. 


5,  Training:  The  status  of  training  in  the  division  is  excellent. 

Since  the  key  to  sucoess  in  the  type  of  oombat  experienced  in  the  ooun- 
ter insurgency  enviomment  is  the  proper  use  of  squad  end  platoon  size 
elements,  Intensified  oombat  training  programs  were  conducted  by  squads 
and  platoons  rotating  to  bass  osapi  from  operational  areas.  3«phaait  was 
plaosd  on  squad  and  platoon  battle  drill!,  designed  to  correct  mistakes 
obesrvad  during  operations  and  intsgrate  replacements  into  effeotive 
fighting  teams.  The  training  program  includes  defensive  fires,  artillery 
adjustment,  patrolling  and  small  unit  fire  and  movement.  Tike  effectiveness 
of  units  improved  with  the  initiation  of  live  fire  end  quick  fire  reaction 
oouraes.  Combat  training  was  conducted  with  emphasis  on  the  OViflUATCH 
.  princiile  of  fire  and  movement  (Inol  6). 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  replacements  received  in  the  months  of 
.  June  and  July,  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  Indoctrination  and  training  of 
these  personnel  prior  to  participation  in  oombat  operations.  Training  in 
primary  tOS  duties  is  being  accomplished  on  the  job.  To  insure  that  eaoh 
Individual  replacement  receives  a  mlnlTum  of  40  hours  of  instruction  priqp, 
to  participation  in  oombat  operations,  1st  Infantry  division  Training  .  ’ 
Circular  Dumber  20-6  was  published  19  July  1966  (Inol  3).  This  training1 
is  required  for  all  replacements  since  all  unite  mutt  be  capable  of  partic¬ 
ipating  in  tactical  operations  or  base  camp  defense.  Training  in  airmobile 
assault  techniques  continue »  to  insure  smoother  execution,  iiaay  of  the"  '* 
problems  involving  airlift  have  been  resolved  through  habitual  association 1 
between  maneuver  elements  and  airmobile  companies. 

The  1st  Infantry  Division  labile  Training  Team  to  the  Philippines 
Clvio  Aotion  Group  (PHUCAQ)  cot.-pleted  the  final  details  of  their  training 
program  in  preparation  for  departure  to  Fort  tiagseyoay  in  early  August. 

The  team,  consisting  of  two  officers  and  three  HOO'a,  will  oonduot  the  '  ! 
tactical  training  and  complements  the  engineer  and  medical  teams  that  will 
aooanpany  the  1st  Infantry  Division  team  to  the  Philippine  Islands.  While 
operating  in-oountry  under  the  ooatrol  of  the  Joint  0.3.  ldlltary  Advisory 
Croup,  the  team  will  provide i  an  accelerated  orientation  in  general  sub¬ 
jects  for  PHUCAQ  non-oombatanta;  and  an  intensive  training  program  for 
the  PHUCAQ  security  battalions.  The  latter  group  will  reoelve  instruc¬ 
tion  on  .defensive  and  ooun ter guerrilla  taotios,  application  of  the  older 
family  of  weapons  to  the  oounterlnsurgency  in  South  Vletnem,  .M6  Rifle, 
end  oocnmlst  weapons  end  materiel  laden tifi cation  and  employment.  The 
training  program  in-oountry  la  expected  to  require  a  minimum  of  30  days 
,  for  oompletlon. 

Training  oontlnuea  throughout  the  diviaion  to  cope  with  the  problem 
of  TO  tunnel  exploitation,  destruction,  and  denial.  The  Division  Chemical 
Offioer,  with  attached  obeedoal  units,  la  presently  constructing  a  tunnel 
ay stem  to  be  ueed  in  conjunction  with  the  tunnel  operations  training 
program. 

The  35th  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog)  has  base  conducting  a  training 
program  elnoe  its  attaohaect  to  the  division  on  16  June  1966.  The  pla¬ 
toon  deployed  from  OQtIUS  prior  to  oompletlon  of  their  training  ayole.  and 
havo  been  ooqpl sting  this  training  in-oountry.  In  addition  to  the  program 
for  untrained  doge,  refresher  training  la  being  oonduoted  for  the  older 
dog*  and  haadlarf.  Plans  are  being  made  to  coordinate  future  training  at 
the  AUK  Soout  Dog  training  Onter  elnoe  the  feoilitiee  there  are  more 
adequate. 
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6.  Pqrohologieel  Operations  and  Civic  Action t  the  intensified  use  of 
PsyOp  during  the  reporting  period  has  proven  to  be  of  great  value  in 
supporting  combat  operations .  The  Division  Civic*,  Action  Program  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  and  is  constantly  supporting  the  1966  iDLCAP  in  does 
coordination  with  district  and  province  Officials. 

a.  Psychological  Operations, 

(1)  The  1st  Infantry  Division  Installed  and  oomsnead  operating  a 
12J0W Multillth  press  on  21  June  1966.  The  availability  of  this' press 
has  proven  to  be  an  asset  to  the  Division  PsyOp  Program.  Situations  have 
developed  uhero  immediate  reaction,  in  the  fora  of  a  leaflet,  baa  given 
the  friendly  forces  e  distinct  advantage  and  had  a  definite'  bearing  on 
the  effectiveness  of  the  VC  soldier.  Though  the  .support  rendered  by  sup¬ 
porting  PsyOp  oompany  and  JUSPAO  haa  bean;  satisfactory,  ths  rosponalvenass 
of  a  division  operated  press  hna  provided  the'  tool  with  which  the  05  can 
produce  highly  effective  end  timely  PsyOp  media.  The  delivery  time  for  a 
fast  reaotlon  leaflet  haa  bean  e«  little  as  six  hours.  This  inoludss  the 
development  of  the  text,  salting  of  the  plate,  printing,  cutting,  boxing 
and  delivery  on  target.  During  the  reporting  period  21  June  to  31  July 
1966,  the  division  press  has  produced  approximately  3’, 500,000  leaflets, 

'Attaohed  as  Inclosures  9  are  samples  of  some  of  the  leaflets  ■  ubli-ehed 
by'  the  division,  The  utilisation  of  the  pres*  has  not  restricted  the 
necessity  for  support  from  the  246th  PsyOp  Company  end  JUSPAO.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  leaflets  printed  by  the  division,  over  30,030,000  were  obtained 
.from  another  source  and  delivered  by  various  means,  a.g.,  C-47,  HU-1D,  U-10, 
and  OH-13  aircraft.  Soma  leaflets  .were  distributed  by.  U.S.  military  and 
.  ABVH  personnel  while  participating  in  operations. 

(2)  Tapes  and  Loudspeakers,  The  availability  of -1000  wait  loud- 
speaker  sets,  in  eaoh  brigade,  has  provided  tho  means  of  exploiting  Chieu 
Hoi,  oaptured  VC,  and  ralliora.  The  iixudiate  use  of  intelligence  infor¬ 
mation  gained  from  these  individuals  has  proven  no it  effective.  Appro* 
laatply  500  flying  hours  wars  spent  la  support  of  loudspeaker  uls'eions. 

This  inoludss  time  provided  by  the  - 5th  Air  Comando  Squadron' a  C-47  and 
0-10  air or aft.  Loudspeaker  support ' is  provided  for  during  all  operations 
within  the  division.  In  addition  to  aircraft,  vehicular  find  beckpaok  oats 

.  art  utilised.  The  attachment  of  AgVK  Oi/l'tyO?  Teems  to  ths  diviftioh  has 
provided  additional  support  particularly  In  the  LA21  '301?  Operational  Area. 

1  b.  Ctvla  Action,  <  > 

(1)  The  fund  provided  under  .IACY  Directive  37-13  hoe  raovided  the 
division  with  a  readily  available  source  of  funds  to  assist  in  the  Divi¬ 
sion  Glvio  Action  Program.  The  fund  was  placed  into  operation  bn  2  July 
1966.  The  procedures  in  administrating 'the  fund  are  relatively  simple 
and  Is  not  a  burden  on  the  controlling  officer.  The  200,006  pi as ter ■ 
per  month  (July  only)  was  sufficient  to  meat  the  requirements  of  the 
division.  Projects  that  have  benefited,  Xramthe  fund  arei 

(a)  Beoovation  of  THD  £CC  graft  school t  >44,100  plasters.  Assis- 
tanoe  was  provided  by  the  division  engineer  battalion  and  loool  Vietnamese 
participated  in  the  construction. 

• t  •  i 

(b)  Purchase  of  athlatio  suite,  educational  supplies  and  personal 
hygiene  e^ulpnent,  75,000  plasters,  depend! ture* were  utilised  la  the 

.  .  -  * 

(a)  newspaper  eubscrlptlone  for  Cl  AH  High  8ohool,  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  2,200  pias  ere. 
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(d)  1111k  pro  gran  la  two  base  camps  t-o  supplement  local  health 
projeots,  12.2CX,  plaster*. 

(a)  Construction  o f  vail*  la  LAil  SON  II  area.  Local  VietncLes*  - 
vara  utilized  as  labors  and  paid  through  this  fund  7,000  plastera. 

(f)  AN  LOO  Orphanage  supported  with  20,000  plaster*  to  refurnish 
the  building. 

{2}  MSDCAPi  The  Division  iJSbCAP  Program  has  expanded  to  support  the 
dependents  of  the  AKVH  5tU  Division.  The  lICDCAi  activities  conducted  In 
conjunction  with  the  LAii  SOM  Operation  can  acoount  for  the  treatment  of 
over  27,000  patients  of  the  $9,000  total  for  the  division.  The  large 
Increase  over  the  previous  rsport  Is  primarily  due  to  the  introduction  of 
LSI!  SOM  Zl.  iSSDCAP  continues  to  be  oonduoted  in  conjunction  with  nil 
division  operations  plus  tho  normal  treatment  around  bait  caqp  areas. 

(3)  Civic  Aotlon  projeots  oonsiat  of  support  rendered  to  orphanages, 
refugee  camps,  Boy  Soouts,  construction  of  vello  and  latrines,  repairs  to 
existing  facilities,  ohurchaa,  achoola,  and  dispensaries.  Donations  to 
support  orphanages,  leprosarium,  ohurohes,  hospitals  and  schools  ware  oolr 
looted  through  Division  Chaplain  sources.  J2, 055.42  and  172,543  piasters 
were  donated.  The  division  oonduoted  a  drive  to  contribute  funds  for  the 
111  Carp  DOHQ  IUI  Orphanage,  and  In  axeasa  of  *5,000  wee  donated. 

7.  Aviations  The  lot.  Aviation  Battalion  eontlnuod  to  support  the 
division  through  planring  and  conducting  airmobile  operations,  aorlal 
resupply,  providing  aerial  ooitaand  and  oontrol,  providing  aviation  eu'jport 
of  division  administrative  operations,  and  oonduoting  usdlcaJ  evacuations. 
Ths  battalion  operates  and  oontrol*  the  division's  Inetnrented  airfield 
at  PHD  LOT.  In  addition  to  the  normal  operations  supiiort,  Division  Artil¬ 
lery  vta  supported  with  personnel  and  equljnent  in  ths  Area  Faolfloatlon 
Operation  Ui.  SOU  II.  The  general  support  mission  was  limited  soTsuhat 
la  July  by  tho  weather  condition*  prevalent  during  the  rxnaooa  season. 
Navigational  facilities  are  not  available  to  permit  instrument  flight  and 
consequently  some  missions  were  delayed  or  oanoalled. 

During  the  period  the  battalion  flaw  six  oo-.sbst  assaults/  extractions. 
Notary  wing  aircraft  flaw  17,004  sorties  sad  6,932  oonbat  hours.  Fixed 
wing  aircraft  flaw  1,836  missions  ud  745  oo.tbat  hours.  A  total  of  10,000 
passengers  and  460  tons  of  cargo  was  transported  during  ths  period. 

0.  Logistics i 

1 

a,  Qensral.  During  ths  period  1  ley  to  31  July  1966  ths  1st  Infantry 
Division  continued  tastioal  operettas  In'  assigned  TAOHe  and  forward 
operational  ami,  Logistloal  support  was  provided  to  divisional  units 

■  fron  five  baas  osnps  sad  fsur  forward  logistloal  bus  srou.  All  taotioal 
operations  wart  adequately  supported  logistleally  despite  dlffloultiss  la 
obtaining  required  mounts  of  airlift  vhloh  was  cur  tall,  ed  la  many  Instances 
du  to  adverse  woethor  conditions.  With  tho  exception  of  airlift,  no  major 
logistical  problems  van  encountered. 

b.  fepply  and  Ooofcat  lorries  Support  AotlvltlM  (ImI  7). 

o.  Construction.  Overall  construction  throughout  tho  division  con¬ 
tinued  to  he  ot  o  minima  due  to  the  ever  impressing  reqn  I  resents  for 
fcclnatr  Oonbat  Support.  tahasls  has  bean  pissed  on  persisting  base 
earn  Uprevoosat,  particularly  the  defensive  perimeter  at  Oamr  Oox  and 
replacing  uaoonieeabl*  tents  with  tngwrary  bundles. 
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(1)  Horlsontal  Construction. 

Location 

SI  AN  (1«m  air  strip) 

PHOOC  VMH 

T.1T  jjgg 

PHU  SOI 
B3AH  CAT 

(2)  Vertical  Construction. 

DI  AN 

pBooc  rare  . 

LAI  KHS 
PHD  L01 
HuAR  CAT 


twuatM.  Smlaiai 

94* 

3455 

64* 

375!  • 


62/5 
24;  . 
4255 

625: . 
6935 


(3)  Construction  of  tbs  airfield  st  DI  AN  is  2455  complete. 


9.  Personnel  and  Administration 1 


a.  Personnel! 

(l)  Strength) 

(a)  There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  tbs  division  strength  during 
this  period.  Assigned  strength  as  of  31  Duly  vac  1 142  of  the  authorised 
strength.  This  Is  ah  inarease  of  42  over  the  previous  report  period. 

The  present  for  duty  strength  compared  to  authorised  strength  is  1072. 

This  Is  an  In  or  ease  of  63*  over  the  previous  period.  Casualties,  both 
battle  and  non-bat  tie,  took  their  toll.  As  of  1  May,  the  division  sua- 
telned  213  AIA,  1077  UXA,  12  non-battle  dead,  and  107  non-battle  injured, 
for  a  total  of  1409  casualties,  The  total  oasualtles  the  division  has 
sustained  numbered  4343  aa  of  31  Duly  1966.  Loises  due  to  rotation,  3TS, 
administrative  discharge  and  reassignment  within  Vietnam  were  2979  during 
the  period.  Division  gains  during  the  quarter  totaled  3993.  '  Tbs  ooaasnd 
renilns  critically  short  of  personnel  in  two  enlisted  iCS'»|  94D20  (cook), 
and  96020  (interrogtiar) .  A  number  replacements  from  00803  arrived  with 
CQLasa  3  profile .  As  a  result,  these  personnel  cannot  be  utilised  la  their 
Infantry  103  field.  A  replaoanent  short  fall  has  developed  in  the  N5,  86, 
infantry  M98  field  as  a  result. 

(b)  Division  strength  as  of  31  Duly  1966  1st 
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16270 

17553 

PSXt 

1138 

123 

13130 

16411 

(0)  Casualties  (by  month) 

i.  Mayi 
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2.  Junei 
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101 
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3 
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469 

Missing! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Hon-battls  dead! 
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2 

Non-battle  lnjt 

0 

0 

23 

23 

3.  Julyi 

ja 
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400 

XUt 

0 

0 

66 

66 
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16 

5 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

Uon-battlo  dead: 

;  0 

0 

4 

4 

Non-battle  Inji 

2 

0 

40 

42 

4.  Statistical  analysis  0 f  battle  casualties  attached  as  Inal  10. 

(2)  Civilian  Personnels 

(a)  In  additional  163  positions  tiers  approved  by  the  Industrial 
Relations  Office,  Saigon,  for  hire.  The  aotnand  now  has  916  ;wa itiona 
established  and  filled  714  of  the  authorised  1000  spaoeo  allocated.  This 
la  an  increase  of  202  positions  filled  ilnoe  the  previous  quarter.  Stilled 
labor  continues  to  be  short  and  200  spaces  were  reclassified  from  skilled 
to  unskilled,  in  additional  1200  spaoes  will  be  requested  in  the  next 
quarter  to  nest  the  noeds  of  the  2d  and  3d  Brigades. 

(b)  On  1  April  1966  the  let  Infantry  Division  Tenporery  Hire  Pro¬ 
gram  was  authorised  11 ,907,0005 VH  for  tbs  period  1  April  1966  to  30  June 
1966.  The  division  hired  a  daily  avenge  of  1038  local  nationals  during 
that  period.  On  1  July  1966  the  division 'was  authorised  19,136,000*911  for 
the  period  1  July  -  30  September  1966.  The  daily  average  of  local  nation¬ 
als  Increased  to  2600  during  the  nontb  of  July.  It  la  anticipated  that 
the  division  will  operate  at  the  currant  level  for  the  next  quarter. 

b.  Discipline,  Lav  and  Ordari 

(1)  The  discipline  In  the  division  has  boon  sxoallcnt  the  r*»t  quar¬ 
ter.  No  stragglers  were  apprehended.  Ho  personnel  assisted  to  the  divi¬ 
sion  vara  apprehended  as  etragglsro.  Than  ware  91  reported  AUOLs  and 

16  serious  incidents  reported  during  the  three  month  period. 

(2)  During  the  report  period  the  Court -:iartlal  reto  increased  from  an 
strange  of  42  par  month  to  32  par  aonth.  Discipline  rates  within  the 
division  continue  to  be  axoellaat. 

.-  € 

(3)  The  Division  10  handled  196  oomplalnta  end  requests  for  aselo- 
tanoe  during  the  period.  This  la  a  marked  increase  over  the  previous 
period.  However,  the  najorlty  of  the  cases  were  due  to  adjustment  of 
B£08  dates  and  requests  for  curtailment. 

e.  Development  and  Aintananos  of  r  oral  si 

(1 )  The  state  of  morale  within  the  division  rmsalns  axoellaat  as  a 
result  of  ocmtlnued  aphasia  go  improving  eervloea  end  facilities. 

(?)  linenoei  The  3.2 £  aepoea  the  board  pay  rales  was  paid  to  ell  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  division  during  ths  month  of  July,  i  monthly  finance  Bewe- 
lattey  bee  been  initiated  to  keep  newt  fra  of.  the  division  currently  interned 
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on  pay  changes  and  .Tooaduroe.  The  Finance  Courier  Tsana  initiated  a 
mv  program  of  oonduotlng  pay  alinios  at  tha  unite  to  resolve  Individual 
flaanoa  problnaa  and  to  lnaura  improved  aarvloaa. 

^43i_  Chaplain »  On  20  Jum  1966,  tha  Bavarend  Calvin  Thiolnan.  4hlt* 
Hauaa  Chaplain,  vial tad  tha  lat  Infantry  Division.  On  10  July  1966,  tha 
3d  Mgnde  Chapal'-vag.  dedicated.  During  tha  quarter  tha  CheplaiM  oon- 
duotad  1244  religious  iarviqea  and  had  a  oanhlnad  attandanea  of  34,471 
paraonaol. 

(4)  Special  Service* i  Out-of-county  BAR  quota*  lncraaaad  froa  2714 
at  tha  and  of  tha  laat  period  to  $872  on  31  July  1966.  Thla  vas  a  gain 
of  3153  quota*.  In-country  quota*  lnoraaaad  from  1800  to  2720.  This  la 
a  gain  of  920  quotas.  In  July  tha  in-country  BA&  quota  van  Increased 
fMa  12  ovary  3  days  to  2$  for  ovary  3  day*. 

($)  Bad  Crosai  Thor*  va*  an  Ineraasa  of  122  In  tha  total  anober  of  ‘ 
aarvlcaa  randorad  in  oovparlaon  to  tha  pararioua  period.  4  total  of  2997 
nav  and  ra-oponed  eaaas  vara  handlad  during  tha  period. 

(6)  Awards  and  Daoorationai  Thora  vara  a  total  of  323$  awards  given 
for  valor  and  aarltorloua  sarvloa  during  thla  period  a a  follow* i 

SUvar  Star  27 

Legion  of  Merit  11 

Distinguished  Hying  Cross  34 

Soldi ar1 a  Medal  1$ 

Air  Modal  -V  42 

Btonaa  Star  -  V  442 

Brans*  Star  -  U  423 

Anqr  Oomandatlon  liadal  -  V  100 

Any  Commlatlon  liadal  -  367 

Air  Medal  1157 

Purple  Heart  66$ 

During  tha  report  period  84  nanbara  of  the  dlvialon  vara  honored  ty 
the  Vlatnanaa*  Oovarnaant.  Awards  given  ar*  a*  follows! 

Rational  Legion  of  Honor  3th  data  2 
CTom  of  Qallantry  with  Pain  3 

(hroas  of  Qallantry  with  Gold  Star  21 
Qrosa  of  Qallantry  with  Silver  Star  $3 

(7)  Burial*  and  Qravt*  BagiatraUoat  During  thla  period  tha  Ckavaa 
BogLatratlou  Platoon  prooaaaad  and  avaauatad  173  raaalM.  Hina  of  these 
vara  aao-dl visional. 

10.  Chasloal  OparatloMi  The  Dlvialon  Qtandosl  Section  devalued  and 
field  tasted  two  expedient  type  03  nuattlon*.  ■  The  first  of  theca  mnl- 
tlona  inn  a  $$  gal lan  shipping  drun  of  CS-i  fitted  with  a  burster  and 
fuaa.  yhaaa  draw  vara  dropped  froa  both  fixed  and  rotary  wing  aircraft 
aod  motioned  with  assailant  reaulta  in  ae.far  a*  height  of  burst  and 
target  aovarag*  was  oonoamad.  hffaota  on  anaiat  foroa*  have  not  baan 
datamlaed.  thla  analtlon  has  baan  used  extensively  during  operation* 
acadwtai  ty  the  dlvialon.  the  chord  aal  saetldn  also  tasted  a  105m  baa* 
ejeotlon  shall  filled  with  C3-1.  Thar*  was  no  significant  oontaud nation 
In  the  target  am,  and  tha  project  vm  dl*ooptlna*d. 

ttm  Division  Cfeadeal  Saetlon  and  tha  attached  266th  Chaaloal  Platoon 
Md  24Bd  Ctedoal  DetaahMnt  oontlsuad  to  support  the  tunnel  exploitation 
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prograa  throughout  the  division.  Thess  personnel  are  presantly  construct¬ 
ing  a  tunnel  systen  at  01  AK  to  assist  1b  tha  training  of  poraonnsl  in  tha 
axploitation,  denial,  and  daatruotion  of  turmel  aysteaj. 

Tha  division  was  issued  twalva  Chemical  lanpooh  Farooncal  Dstectore, 
in  Juno  vith  a  total  of  thirty  detectors  to  be  eventually  issued  through¬ 
out  the  division.  A  training  area  has  been  selected  in  vioinity  Cau.  Cox, 
and  a  training  package  has  been  prepared.  Oates  have  not  boon  set  for  the 
oourse  because  troops  needed  to  secure  the  area  are  currently  not  avail¬ 
able  due  to  other  operational  axasltuenta.  Day  and  night  teats  of  the 
detector  were  conducted  by  the  266th  Chesaleal  Platoon  to  detsrnine  its 
effectiveness  and  the  requirements  of  tha  training  program. 

Six  requests  were  prepared  and  submitted  for  defoliation  cd salons  and 
one  has  been  approved  aa  of  31  July  1966.  The  266th  Qianieal  Platoon  has 
aooouplished  both  harbloida  and  lnseotloide  operations  throughout  tha 
division  forward  and  rear  areas. 
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11  Pomanders  Observations  and  Recomendationo. 
1.  Observations  (Lessons  learned) i 

msonm. 

ittAaasauii 


Replacement  pool. 


Discussion!  Providing  a  steady  flaw  of  personnel  to  units  with  out 
holding  a  reserve  at  the  replacement  detachment  has  proved  to  bo  a 
problem  whan  units  art  in  oontaot  and  sustain  largo  nunbere  of  aordoua 
oasualtios. 

Obasrvatloai  By  pooling  personnel  at  the  replaeaxent  detaokxent,  a  ready 
reserve  is  on  hand,  giving  the  neooseary  flexibility  to  reaot  and  provide 
mass  replacements  for  units  when  needed. 

BsiiUsfiDfinla 

I&9B1  Replacement  of  casualties. 

Discussion:  Replacements  have  been  requested  for  casualties  that  were 
hospitalised  for  short  periods  of  tine  (2  to  4  days). 

Observation »  Casualties  should  be  carefully  screened  to  precludo 
requesting  of  replacements  for  personnel  who  will  be  returned  to  duty 
within  2  or  3  days. 

liimssi 

Item i  Resolution  of  pay  problems. 

Ulceus sion i  .isny  nan-hsura  ere  lost  and  ths  individual  soldiers  are . 
lnoonvenlenoed  if  they  are  referred  to  the  Division  finance  Offiqer  to • 
resolve  pay  complaints. 

Observation i  4  form  has  been  developed  to  permit  the  soldier  to  oom- 
nunloate  his  pay  problem  and  receive  an  immediate  answer  without  per¬ 
sonally  visiting  the  finance  office ,  In  addition  finance  Courier  Teams 
conduct  clinics  and  provide  better  service  at  unit  level. 

0FSUTI0H3 


’.wnwittiu'wsp 


Item  Artillery  and  air  operations  can  be  conducted  simultaneously  in 
the  sans  area. 

Discussion!  Detailed  pre-planning  to  include  the  eotchlishnent  of  safe 
air  corridors  will  allow  for  the  continuation  of  artillery  preparations 
during  airmobile  operations  without  risk  to  friendly  aircraft  and  person¬ 
nel.  An  effective  naans  of  simultaneous  enploy/wnt  of  artillery/air strikes 
Incorporate*  the  use  of  firs  oo ordination  lines  with  artillery  employed 
on  one  side  and  air  on  the  other. 

StefiTSAiiaa1  HI  tactical  plane,  to  included  enjoyment  of  reaction 
forces,  must  provide  for  uninterrupted  simultaneous  employment  of  artil¬ 
lery  and  air  strike  s.  Cease  fire  of  artillery  ahould  not  be-itqioaed 
during  airmobile  operations  or  alrstrikes  axoept  in  ^xtreab  Coargenoles. 
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2&tt<  Aircraft  scheduling  for  airmobile  operations. 

Dlacuaaloci  The  number  of  air or aft  originally  allocated  for  a  given 
airmobile  operation  habitually  decreases  as  tbs  operation  progresses 
because  of  naintananoe  problems  and/or  eoobat  losses. 

Observation;  A  realistic  and  comprehensive  aohadule  of  aircraft  alloca¬ 
tions  for  aimobll#  operations  should  bs  sstabllshsd  utilising  an  exper¬ 
ience  factor  for  aircraft  attrition. 

Artillery  Observers 

Item  Use  of  aerisl  observers  during  bsavy  contact. 

Discussion i  i&gag aments  with  Viet  Cong  foroea  assembled  In  ambush  posi¬ 
tions  along  roads  provide  exceptionally  good  targets  for  artillery.  Aerial 
observers  contribute  to  the  success  of  these  engagements  in  the  following 
ways) 

1 .  Provide  aerial  observation  posts  with  a  rapid  reaction  time  in 
reporting  ground  activity  not  detectable  by  personnel  on  the  ground. 

2.  Provide  accurate  and  timely  observed  artillery  support  to  tbs 
asnsuver  slsosnts. 

3.  Pin-point  concentrations  of  enesy  troops  during  the  confusion 
of  battle. 

4.  Observe  and  report  routes  of  ssosps  '.Amu  the  eneoy  broths 
contact. 

5.  Provide  battle  field  surra  ill an oe  during  acpplng-up  action. 

Observation!  Provision  of  aerial  observers  snd  aircraft  for  seatalnsd 
operations  oust  be  Included  in  all  taotioal  plana  for  maneuver  of  foroea 
or  oomoy  operations. 

Mnlse  Msatnlins 

Item  Beduotlon  of  inner -perluster  noise  during  sneay  activity. 

Discussion!  Oen orators  and  vehioular  noises  are  dietreetlng  to  personnel 
naming  perimters  and  interfere  with  their  ability  to  detect  enaay  move¬ 
ment. 

* 

Qheirratlnni  Vehicle  batteries  asy  be  used  as  a  power  aouros  for  abort 
periods  of  tine.  Qaneretora  should  have  a  back-up  battery  power  aouros 
for  use  la  emergencies. 

ifcllJiMdlBK 

Item  lisp  inspected  coordinates. 

Discus  si on i  Obits  occupying  unfsailiar  terrain,  terrain  that  la  devoid 
of  protlnect  terrain  features,  or  heavily  forested  areas  have  difficulty 
inspecting  their  positions  froo  maps.  .Isjudgpssnt  of  the  actual  location 
thrtjgb  erroneous  aap  lnapeotin  asy  result  in  injury  to  pereoonel  hr 
frlv.-'Oy  artillery. 
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■at Ion i  Ilap  inspected  ooordinatsa  should  bt  verified  by  an  air- 
obaerrar  utumsvar  poaaibla. 


MJteadl&e 


Itaai  Folate  of  origin. 


aUamAafti  Points  of  origin  pro  vide  a  fast  naan  3  of  locating  friendly 
fores «  without  ooapronielng  thalr  positions.  They  also  provide  an 
aoourata  and  siuple  encoding  ays  tan  for  pausing  target  Information. 

Observation!  There  are  sevorol  things  that  should  bo  oonflidored  uheu 
a  point  of  origin  ejrston  is  established! 

1 .  The  eyetsa  should  be  published  et  the  highest  level  noesaaaiy 
to  insure  ell  interested  agencies  will  have  access.  It  should  bo  pub¬ 
lish*^  for  use  both  during  field  operations  end  at  bass  eanys,  end 
changed'  periodically  to  cover  conpronise.  -  # 

-  2.,  Points  should  originate  at  randoa  1000  aster  grid  intsrssotions 

to  faellltats  artillery  targeting. 

3.  The  sjratsa  should  incorporate  the  use  of  broad  categories 
(oars/oolors)  for  quiok  raforsnos  (Ford,  Chevy/Rsd,  Blue). 

•V  >. 

lUa<  .  Standard  105s*a  battery  package  of  airlift. 

Ojaa)ui[m'! '  A  standard  package  for  Qi-47  airlift,  of  a  lOS&n  howitaar 
battery  out  ba  established  as  follows! 

Briar  Jttra.  '■  i!a  Bto 


'Personnel 

90 

.00 

Bovitsera 

6  .  .. 

• 

105un  Anno 

600 

- 

V* 

1 

1 

it  nr 

• 

■  .-'I 

3/4T  Trk 

-A 

Total  Lift  (Ch-47) 

12 

7 

Observation!  Like  artillery  units  should  establish  a  standard  co'ibat 
configuration  to  facilitate  confutation  of  airlift  roquirenanta  end  rapid 
deploynent  of  units. 

Benloymant  of  Artlllsrv  ' 

Jim*  Taetloal  tailoring  of .artillery  batteries. 

...  . 

Discussion 1  Taotioal  planning  frequently  requires  tailoring  of  artillery 
when  batteries  ere  attsobed  to  other  headquarters.  lithe  ugh  this  serves  ‘ 
the  purpose  of  providing  the  artillery  support  nsessssry  to  aooo^pllah  ■ 
ties  particular  ndsaioo,  it  also  oreata  a  greater  need  .for  early  planning 
apd  liaison  between  units. 

Observation!  In  the  interest  of  unity  of  effort  end  tiaaly  response  to 
orVrs,  the  taotioal  tailoring  of  unite  based  on  habitual  association  is 
ds-irable  Umc  practicable,  Uhen  it  le, not  feasible,  adequate  tine  fbr 
pursuing  and  liaison  between  unftfdliar  units. is  neoassary. 
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Item  Repeated  firing  of  the  ifl  10  8  inch  self-propelled  howitzer  after 
the  weapon  has  settled  deeply  Into  the  soft  ground  nay  result  in  damage 
to  the  weapon. 

Diaeusaloni  Although  the  ill  10  has  proven  its  capability  to  operate  over 
soft  terrain,  damage  to  ueapons  has  resulted  fron  their  settling  Into  the 
nod  while  firing.  As  long  as  the  hull  bottom  remains  clear  of  the  ground, 
the  lookout  suspension  system  provides  proper  support.  How ever,  contin¬ 
uous  firing  In  soft  terrain  oausaa  the  traoka  and  spade  to  sink  in  the 
sud  until  the  weight  of  the  weapon  le  resting  on  the  hull  rather  than  the 
suspension  systea  with  ths  eventual  result  of  structural  damage  to  the 
piece.  This  is  probably  the  major  cause  of  ruptured  fuel  tanks,  c'noe 
the  tanka  are  an  Integral  part  of  the  hull.  It  la  also  probable  that 
damage  to  hydraulic  lines,  structural  umbers,  and  drive  shafts  any  bo 
attributed  to  "bottoming". 


Observation t  Firing  battery  personnel  isuat  be  continually  alert  for 
evidence  of  "bottoming"  when  firing  in  soft  ground.  When  this  condition 
is  deteeted,  the  houltser  should  be  moved  and  relaid  Immediately. 


MimtwiJtoita 

Item  Helioopter  damage  caused  by  radio  antennas. 

Dlsousolont  Due  to  extensive  use  of  helicopters  in  transporting  troore 
end  supplies,  a  continuing  hazard  exists  for  unknowledge able  individuals 
that  appro aoh  a  helioopter  while  the  blade  is  turning.  Individuals  have 
been  known  to  drive  vehieles  vlth  radio  antennas  too  close  to  the  blades, 
resulting  In  severed  antennae,  damage  rotor  blades,  anil  flying  debris 
dangerous  to  bystander ■  and  helioopter a,  3a ok  peak  radios  with  long 
antennas  constitute  an  equal  haaard. 

Observation i  .'Personnel  lnvloved  in  operations  around  alroraft  nuat  be 
Indoctrinated  on  the  possible  hazards  of  rotating  blades.  Control  of 
vehicular  movement  around  airfields  and  landing  sons*  mat  be  rigidly 
snforoed. 


iirtal 

1&B*  Aircraft  proximity  to  exploding  projeotiloe. 

Discus elan i  Due  to  reetrloted  visibility  during  rain  showers,  aerial 
observers  will  have  to  fly  closer  to  the  target  to  observe  the  burets. 
Consideration  oust  be  given  In  these  oases  to  erratic  fuse  action  and 
possibility  of  shrapnel  travelling  greater  distances  than  the  normal 
bursting  radius  of  the  projectile. 

Observation  i  Aerial  observers  met  be  aware  of  the  possibility  of  being 
too  close  to  the  point  of  Impact  and  advise  pilots  of  the  hazards  Involved. 

XLXifittSA 


ltd*  VO  fire  discipline. 

RlOTlflAlfla1  During  instances  where  convoys  have  been  ambushed,  the  oonvoy 
he"  bean  preceded  by  an  observer  In  01  alroraft.  The  anhuah  areas  vm>o 
cv.:  -  crossed  at  approximately  90  foot  altitude  VC  did  not  fire  at 
the  ir craft,  but  held  the  fire  until  the  .  re  la  the  anhuah 

■roe. 

FOR  OFFICIAL-  USE  ONLY  ' 

- 


2a 


r.vv, 


ivii  iL 


u  oil 


Ui'iLi 


Observation!  Personnel  suat  tee  mode  aware  of  the  fact  that  VC  are  well 
trained  In  fire/oaooufloge  discipline  and  that  negative  sightings  do  not 
necessarily  Indicate  there  are  no  VC  present  and  oontlnuoue  alertness 
■uat  tee  Maintained  at  all  tines.  ..  .. 


H&I  Firs a 

2!UV  CVT  end  tine  fuse  HU  fires. 


Dlgcuaglont  A  great  number  of  mined  and- booty  traps  ore  enlaced  on  roads 
at  night. . . Ourfev  regulations  prohibit  civilian  travel  at  night. 


Observation t  CVT  and  tine  fuze  Htl  fires  over  likely  areas  tho  VC  Bay 
emplace  nines  and  booty  traps  on  highways  and  roads  will  discourage  this 
practice. 


.  Itsns  Saturation  patrolling  is  affective.  ■" 

Piacuanlon>  Saturation  patrolling  can  contribute  aa  an  effective  measure 
■  to  severely  hinder  VC  activities  in  populated  areas.  VC  rutin  forcer,  ora 
forced  to  withdraw  because  of  the  difficulty  in  pin  pointing  the  friendly 
main  force  location  by  infiltration.  Populated  areas  regain  a  sense  of 
security  achieved  front  the  everpresent  network  of  patrols  about  the  area, 
integration  of  AKVN  forces  In  the  saturation  "patrol  plan  instills  in  the 
people  e  loyalty  to  the  GVU  and  aetlvatag  Increased  participation  of  the 
people  In  the  Be volutionary  Development  Program. 

I*  .  \  v 

Observation!  Saturation  patrolling  should  ba  a  prlno  consideration  In 
establishing  security  In  populated  areas  designated  for  Bevdutloouy 
Development  Programs. 

Canhinart  AKVN  -  .VS  Pacification  Operations 

Ho&i  Combined  AHVH  -  03  pacification  operations  are  necessary  and  workable. 

aiaaueeinni  To  win  the  oooperatioa  of  tho  people  In  outlying  areas,  secur¬ 
ity  against  VO  tarroxin  is  •■•sntlal.  The  people  must  tee  stability  and 
the  oapablllty  of  the  GW  to  Maintain,  peaceful  and  laproving  conditions. 

Uhan  a  Mutual  understanding  of  tho  goals  and  the  characteristics  of  ilU 
and  08  personnel  exists,  ooafcinsd  padfioation  oparatlons  will  work. 

Patlmaoa  and  willlngne»*  to  oooporato  are  naoeaaary  components  that  both 
•Idea  oust  post sss.  Padfioation  oparatlons  oocduoted  as"  a  donblhed 
1BW  -  OS  effort  have  baan  productive  and  thSM  factors  are  the  bealo 
reasons  for  tha  dsflnlts  uontlnusd  cocos  as.  \ 

Observation!  Combined  IRVlt  -  03  padfioation  operations  should  be 
employed  against  tha  VO  operating  In  the  populated  outlying  areas.  , 
Understanding  of  tho  goal*  and  a  Mutual  willingness  for  oooperatlon 
and  pool  ones  oast  ba  psreaant.  ^  ■  *■ 

BgwlHUaaOT^tTriaHMatf 

Item i  MLaassrinatlon  of  propaganda  amtarlal  la  area*.  undergoing  peolfl- 
nation.  ' 

*  •  •  *  -» 

Pi gmu iri ant  House  to-teuae  dlaasndnntlan  of  propaganda  literature  !<** 
been  the  scat  effective  netted  to  lnShre  ooverc^e. 

dlaasmlnatlon  requires  aaturntioa  coverage  to  be  sffectiT«  .a  praotioa 
that  la  wasteful  and  tends  to  antogaalae'some  villagers.  .a^ee-tb-boU— 

'■  ‘ "  e»  *  .  . 
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diaaainlnation  eliminates  waste  and  guarantees  adequate  population 
oorerage,  especially  when  the  aotivlty  is  supported  by  a  loudspeaker. 


Observation!  Avoid  aerial  disaomlnatlon  of  propaganda  literature  in 
aeni-aecure  areas  whenever  possible.  Uhen  security  conditions  permit, 
an  attar.  >t  should  be  made  to  distribute  literature  by  house- to- ho  use 
canvass,  supported  by  loudspeakers. "  Ibis  method  allows  the  villagers 
to  beooos  accustomed  to  US  presence. 


'  Revolutionary  Ucvoloraant 


Item i  Introduction  of  Revolutlonaxy  Development  Cadre  at  hamlet  festivals. 

Djqcuaeloni  The  Revolutionary  Development  Cadre  numbers  can  bo  uaod  during 
hamlet  festival  activities  aa  guides  in  establishing  and  maintaining  crowd 
control.  This  has  proved  to  be  a  very  effective  technique  since  the  cadre 
are  trained  to  work  with  people  and  do  an  excellent  job  in  providing  croud 
control  and  general  assistance.  This  is  one  of  the  beat  methods  to  indro- 
duce  the  cadre  into  the  pacification  program.  Introduction  in  this  manner 
establishes  rapport  and  enlightens  the  people  to  the  fast  of  their  exis¬ 
tence. 

Obaorvatloni  Crowd  control  at  hamlet  festivals  ia  essential  and  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Development  Cadre  are  beat  utilised  for  thie  rnrpose.  This  will 
not  only  take  advantage  of  their  training,  but  ia  an  excellent  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  toama  into  the  program. 

taB,ATiattan 

Itaci  Flight  following. 

Discus aloni  Due  to  the  number  of  aircraft  involved  in  ecubat  operations 
and  administrative  flights,  a  system  of  flight  following  is  required. 

This  proosdurs  is  nsossaary  for  the  safety  of  aircraft  travelling  in 
congested  areas,  and  through  areas  la  which  artillery  is  firing,  rapid 
search  and  rescue  of  downed  aircraft,  sad  redirection  or  reoall  of  air¬ 
craft  fren  one  mission  to  another  of  higher  priority  vith  a  mlwiiww  of 
dolaqr, 

Obaarvatloni  Aviation  battalion  operations  centers  should  improve  flight 
following  techniques  and  procedures  for  organic  aircraft  operating  within 
the  TAOR.  The  battalion  should  he  sngnented  with  air  traffio  oontrol 
personnel  for  oontrol  of  non-organic  aircraft  operating  within-  the  TAOR. 

1411  Wt  Mia  faiattai 
2ka«  VO  collecting  points. 

Dleouaaloni  On  many  occasions  the  division  TAG  CP  will  bo  oollooated 
with  a  brigade  CP,  or  volte  will  be  operating  under  division  oontrol. 

It  is  not  feasible  for  each  unit  to  establish  separate  VC  collecting 
points. 

Observation!  VC  collecting  points  should  be  oollooated  whan  two  or  more 
headquarters  are  operating  In  oloee  proximity  to  each-other.  This  will  not 
only  eocnonise  on  security  foroes,  but  will  facilitate  processing  and 
interrogation  sad  diaaaad nation  of  lntalli|enoe. 

.....  *  *  '  J 
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Itaai  Infantry  and  armored  cavalry  should  ba  trained  in  artillery 
adjustment  procedures. 

Dissuasion!  Airing  contact  with  enemy  forces,  artillery  ground  observers 
with  infantry  and  armored  cavalry  units  will  be  killed  or  wounded  and 
require  evacuation. 

Observation!  Infantry  and  armored  cavalry  platoon  and  squad  Isadora  should 
be  thoroughly  trained  in  observer  procedures  to  take  over  in  the  aboanoe  of 
an  observer  from  the  supporting  artillery  unit. 

jmLumcB 


Item  kffeotiveneee  of  mobile  Interrogation  teems. 

Discus aloni  The  use  of  mobile  interrogation  teams  dining  seal  and  searah 
operations  has  caused  the  indigenous  population  to  volunteer  nignlfioent 
information  oon earning  VC  activity  in  the  area.  Once  the  eeal.'and’eeerch 
of  the  villaga  ia  coopiate,  mobile  interrogatlein  teems  should  re-enter 
the  area  in  an  affort  to'  gain  voluntary  information  from  civilians.  , 
Airing  theqe  interviews,  IfW  teams  ohould  attempt  the  first  phase  of  the 
recruitment  of  informers.  It  has  been  effective  to  reward  all  per eons 
entering  the  van  on  a  voluntary  basis  an  appropriate  .gift. .  If.  significant 
information  can  be  confirmed, the  person  Is  rewarded  substantially. 

Observation!  Jlobile  interrogation  te'ams.'shouldbe  utilised  to  gain  lnfor- 
nation  from  sympathetic  civilians.  They.'  should  be  interviewed  rather  than 
interrogated.  The  teams  should  be  combined  Vietnamese  and  US  and  tat . 
number  of  team*  should  be  tailored  to;' the  population  figures. 


liafii  National  Police  screening  is  effective  in  population  control. 

Dismission  i  Detailed,  screening  of  all  draft  age  nan  can  contribute 
greatly  to  the  population  oontrol  of  e  particular  hxzlat  or  village. ' 

Hot  only  does,  effective  screening  filter  out  those  man  avoiding  the 
draft,  but  the  NntipnsJ.  Polios  are  successful  in  apprehending  deserters, 
holders  of  false  ID  eerda,.  end  VC  suspects  indicatod  on  the  "blacklist".  . 
The  national  Polios  ere  also  able  to  exert  their  influence  on  the  local  • 
population,  after  which,  plena  can  be  aade  for  the  introduction  of -per¬ 
manent  police  forces  in  the  haslet  for  purposes  of  security'  end'  popula¬ 
tion  and  resouroas  oontrol. 

fhaervstioni  Detailed  screening  of  all  draft.  «ge  anise,  by  the  ’datltasl 
Police  should  be  a  prise  ooael deration  when  planning  for  e  hamlet  seal 
and  search  operation. 

VC  Tsetles 

••  ..  ■  .  •  .  ’  ■•!• 

1C  use  route  of  attack  asi  init^t  route  of  withdrawal.' 


Mmurimi  Several  VO  oeptlvoa  have  stated  during  interrogation  that 
the  .Initial  rout#  of  withdrawal  from  sn  objective  area  or  embuah  alto  wee 
tho  seme  that  wee  used  in  moving  to.  the  attack,  fhle  makes  it  eesta;  for 
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toe  soldier  to  find  his  way  back  to  aaseably  areas.  Ir.  three  regimental 
else  attacks  against  division  convoys  the  VC  never  attacked  through  the 
column.  Thoir  withdrawal  was  always  in  toe  direction  froa  which  t!.ey 
attacked. 

Observation i  When  VC  routes  of  attack  are  known,  they  should  be  covered 
with  blocking  artillery  fire  or  alrstrlkea  whan  it  appears  toe  VC  are 
attainting  to  break  contact  and  withdraw. 

Yfi.Steianrtli 

Item:  VC  have  shown  ability  to  recuperate  rapidly  after  heavy  losses. 

Jlscuaslom  On  8  June  two  battalions  of  the  272d  VC  lain  Force  Regi¬ 
ment  were  badly  nauled  when  they  attacked  a  US  colwm  on  National  Route 
13  and  lost  an  estimated  340  personnel.  On  9  July,  toe  same  regt-rent 
attacked  another  column  with  three  batteliona.  Captives  from  this  battle 
stated  up  to  000  KVA  replacements  had  joined  toe  regiment  on  7  July.  Cta 
30  July  a  returnee  froa  toe  271  at  VC  iialn  Force  Regiment  stated  hie  regi¬ 
ment  had  lost  approximately  570  man  on  30  June  when  it  attacked  a  OS 
oolumn  of  Route  13.  All  NVA  replacements  were  trained  soldi ora  and  gave 
too  ye  regiments  toe  capability  to  regain  combat  effectiveness  in  short 
order. 

Observation!  She cy  units  that  are  badly  defeated  cannot  be  considered 
deleted  from  eneny  order  of  battle.  The  VC  have  toe  capability  to  reploco 
battle  losses  with  trained  personnel  quickly  and  because  a  unit  is  defeated 
in  one  battle  it  should  not  be  eliminated  as  a  threat.  The  intelligence 
effort  should  oontinue  to  determine  its  location. 

Intarrated  Intelligence 

Item:  An  integrated  intelligence  effort  will  result  in. a  dearer  'picture 
of  toe  eneey  situation. 

Dlscuaaloni  Kaay  sources  of  information  are  available  to  intelligence 
gathering  egenolea.  Some  of  these  sources  are  ralliere,  serial  photo¬ 
graphy  and  imagery  interpretation,  airborne  sensory  devioea  (infra  red 
and  aide  looking  airborne  radar),  long  range  reoonneiasanoe  patrols,  and 
captured  VC  and  documents. 

Observation!  All  efforts  at  gathering  intelligence  must  be  Integrated 
to  font  toe  ocnplete  enemy  situation  if  the  enemy  la  to  be  located  end’ 
destroyed. 

oqh  mm  CATIONS 

Bfi-ffl  tottnai 

Itami  SLavating  the  RC-292  antenna. 

Dtacusslop!  Heavy  vegetation  and  dampness  In  Vietnam  decreases  the 
effectiveness  of  to*  ground  wave  in  F1‘.  oomni  cations  uhioh  in  tun 

decreases  range. 

Obeetryaticm  To  overcome  tola  difficulty,  and  to  get  the  use  of 

the  SC-292  antenna,  it  can  be  elevated  higher  ton  the  Mat  sections  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  Issued  kit.  This  can  be  done  by  using  cot  each  fit  West 
AB  235/0  with  stakes  CP-2  (SI  607-27)  which  will  protlaa'  n  antenna  height 
of  60  feet  (26  feet  higher  ton  Mrinh  height  of  toe  oqnvntloasl  RC-292). 
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Tbi#  additional  height  increases’  the'' 'range  of  ,the  VRC-12  series-radios 
froa  30  miles  to  approximately  SO^aHes. ' There  is  little  variation  of 
readability  or  signal .  strength  duringadvoraa  Weather  conditions. 

...  •  'ilizasfcii  •>  '•<>  '  ' 

Item i  '  AiI/tRC-25  transmitting  difficulties. 

Dieausiioni  Difficulties  hat  been  experienced  whils 'transmitting  la  heavy 
jungle,  especially  rubber  plantations,  while  utilising  the  short  whip  . 
antenna. . 

Observation i  When  difficulty  iff  i  transmitting  with  the  whip  antenna  exists, 
the  long  antenna  should  be  tried.  If  this  does  not  clear  up  the  problem, 
an  airborne  relay  station  should  be  established.  .  .... 

Rafll.g..itoogure 

Iteai  Retransmit  R/tf  and  audio  oonneotors  are. susceptible  to  moisture. 

■  f‘-y\  ,  .....  •  ,  .»; 

jHacuaaloni  During  the  rainy  season  in  Vietnam,  moisture  oolleoto  in  the 
audio  odnpeotors  on  the  fees  of  the  radio  'ss^.yhieli  causes  the  set  to 
automatically  kay  whan  in  operation.’  ’• 

'•'  ' 

Observation:  U30  of  canvas  covers  will  help  prevent  moisture  from  getting 
on  the  face  of  radio  sets.  The  Atf/FRS-25  is  provided  with  rubbor  audio 
oonneotor  caps  ‘secured  to  the  set  by  a  nylon  copd.  these  sane  capo  also 
fit  this  pT-524.  Precautions'  should  be  taken  tb' secure  the  cap  to,  tho  cat 
to. prevent  loee.  . 


Item:  ihe  Rectifier,  RA-91>  can  be  utilised  ae  it  power  supply  for. 
AM/VHC-12  aeriea  radios;  • 

ibapunaloni  During  short  duration  tactiopi' operations  where  radios  ore 
mounted  ln-vehiolea,  lt  Is  practiool  to  remote-  radios  into  the  tents. 

Xhls  is  hot  so  whan  operations  ere  to  be  salt  up  in.one  place  for  extended 
periods  of  time,  attended  idling  of  engines  to  beep  batteries  charged  . 
aeuaes  the  angina  to  carbon  up.  If  tit#,  engln^  la  not  used  to  ohgrgo  the 
batteries,,  a  separate  generator  for  'each  .radio  in  operation  will  have  to 
be  used.'  This  shortens  battery  life  end  causes'  excess  veer  on  generators. 

'  Remo ting  of  madias  also  tie*  down  e  vehicle  that  pquld  ba  used,  for  other 
purposes,  requires  extra  gadbllne  for  generators,  and  a  higher  consumption 

of  batteries  for  . remote  ,uu^V>  *  ',  V  5 

Observation 1  Radios  oan  be. removed  from  the  vehloles  and  plaood'  in  a  taut. 
The  power  aouroe  oonaiets  of -two  30  Amp,'  12  volt  batteries  (in  series) 
which  are  Charged  by  a  13  hap  RA<-91  rectifier,  powered  by  a  120  volt  60 
cycle  5  hv  generator.  The  rectifier  has  the  capability  of  a  constant 
ooctrol  of ; amperage  output,  eliminating  the  emtio  output  ooonoa  to  do 
generators  which  is  harmful  to  all  radios.  . . 

iXAXC-6<)  , 

. .  .  v  .  •  .  "  ' 

lt»i  Overheating  of  equipment  jn  tho  AU/inRC-69  oausaa  tube  failure. 

Mas.»aai«»n  Tha  high  temperatures  experienced'  in' Vietnam  combined  with 
the  normal  amount  of  heat  generated  through  operati  on  of  .the  equlroant, 

‘  (Muses  the  components  of  the  to  overheat  with  subsequent  tube  ' 

fallen.  '  .. 
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Obarvatlon*  The  cost  assured  way  to  reduce  the  teu;«rature  uithin  the 
AN/IRC-69  ia  through  the  use  of  air  conditioners.  The  following  expedient 
methods  are  re  comended  for  use  in  the  absence  of  air  conditioners* 

1 .  Seep  exhaust  fans  ia  continuous  operations,  keeping  the  air  path 
dear.  - 

2.  Leave  the  shelter  door  open  for  oireulation  of  air. 

3.  Pull  equipment  components  slightly  from  recesses  to  allow  the 
heat  to  escape. 


4.  Paint  the  top  of  all  shelters  white  to  reflect  the  heat  from  the 
|  sun.  the  entire  structure  will  give  eoae  relief  from  the  cun 

*  end  aleo  protection  from  enemy  fire. 

I 

Bane  Ceac  Coanunl cations 

l&EQ’  The  ak/^TC-3  and  the  AN/fTC-1  is  inadequate  for  division  main  base 
I  camp  mtl ««■ . 

Discussion!  As  the  division  became  acre  firmly  established,  and  beee 
camp  facilities  bogan  to  expand,  it  beoana  evident  that  on  £3/30*3 
switchboard  at  3upport  Coumand  and  an  AH/ETC-1  at  Division  liain  would  be 
i  totally  inadequate  to  handle  either  the  internal  bane  camp  oosrpinicationa 

or  the  growing  demand  for  trunking  foollltles.  Because  of  this  ever 
,  expanding  requirement  and  the  large  number  of  cells  being  pieced,  .it  was 

naoessary  to  install  a  ssoond  AN/3C-1.  Thrse  AH/iTC-1  switcliboardo  are 
now  in  use  in  the  Diviaion  liain  Base  Camp,  on#  for  Division  Main  locals, 
one  for  Aipport  Comssed  locals  end  one  for  ell  trunkinc  facilities.  Thia 
lest  ohange  over  took  plaoe  in  5  June  1966.  Each  of  the  three  switch¬ 
boards  has  trunk  lines  interconnecting  it  with  the  remaining  two  switch- 
beards  la  the  base  camp. 

Observation!  Sven  though  all  of  the  telephone  raquiranante  of  the  division, 
are  being  filled  at  the  present  tine  the  point  has  been  reeohed  where  it 
would  be  definitely  advantageous  to  replace  the  three  existing  AS/fcTO-1 
switchboards  with  one  Afl/XTC-9.  this  ohange  ia  naoessary  for  two  reasons, 
first,  the  local  and  trunking  needs  of  the  diviaion  are  ever  increasing 
and  aeoond,  the  use  of  one  switchboard  and  ana  frsaa  US/UO-9)  as 
opposed  to  three  switchboards  and  frsmts  (1H/.TC-1)  would  increase  ospe- 
i  bilitlas  end  operating  efficiency  while  at  the  sue  tine  greatly  reducing 

thi  of  MrattMl  ztitdid  to  OMiiti  thi  boird* 

i 
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1  I&B*  utilising  e  wlrehaed  to  allow  a  *6Usn  Patch*  state  in  the  patch 

penal. 

The  121st  Signal  Battalion  has  developed  vir ahead#  to  be 
utilioad  in  conjunction  with  the  peteb  penal  in  aaoh  bass  oaop  signal 
oonplsx.  The  wireheed  has  provided  acre  efficient  and  effective  circuit 
control  in  bees  osap  Installations  where  temporary  taotioel  and  pemanent 
administrative  olrouite  are  intsfretsd. 

The  wireheed  at  Division  Main  vet  built  Inside  a  standard  Cook 
container.  The  interior  was  framed  end  lined  with  3/4  inch  plywood. 
Junction  boxes  J-1077  tad  J&>231?  ware  installed  to  tendaate  26  pair 
cables  ftea  the  peteh  penal  and  nenarniil  cable  firca  loeal  auheoribers. 
Jumper  wire  was  need  to  connect  appropriate,  airouita  to  the  switchboard 
frsne.  OoBBen  trunk  circuits  between  Itacsr  Hein  mi  Dinger  LD  switch- 
koerde  wire  wired  directly  between  frsnee,  tyiWerinj  the  wireheed.  Shis 
wee  Sane  prlasrlly  to  asaaarvi  Jutper  wire. 
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_  The  principle  advantage'  of  the  virehand  is  that  it  takes  advantage  of 
the  "normal  through*  characteristic  of  the  patch  panel.  The  resulting 
dean- patch  feature  reduoes  considerable  congestion  in  the  limited  space 
available  within  the  SB-611  patch  panel;  As  a  result,  the  fallibility  of 
the  patch  oords  due  to  handling,  heat,  dirt  and  moisture  is  eliminated. 
Additionally,  most  of  the  patches  in  base  camp  signal  center  ere.  of  a 
permanent  nature,  the  only  exception  to  the  “clear,  retch11  occurs  when-  . 
temporary  taotical  oiTculta  ere  established  to  forward  areas  by  patching 
as  nsosssa ry  in  the  patch  panel.  Permanent  circuits  ubioh  ore  interrupted, 
pre-empted  or  re-routed  as  a  result  of  circuit  dutsge  or  installttlon  of 
temporary  taetloal  circuits,  are  QSickly  .factored  by  pulling  the  patch 
card  end  reverting  back  to  the  normal  through  characteristic  of  the  patoh 
panel  end  the  original  patch  found  in  the  ui rehead. 

the  vdrehead  neoeeeitatea  additional  circuit  records.  Tigged  or 
odor  obded  jumper  wire. is  a  necessity  with  the  vdreheed. 

SbaaoaUaa1  to  permanent  or '  semi-permanent  signal  center,  the  odyan- 
teges  of  a  wlrehead  outweigh’ the  disadvantages.  In  sffset,  perrsnsnt 
patches  are  nede  in  the  wlrehead .resulting  in  %  normally  uncluttered  patch 
Paul  boepd.  Gdrcuit  Outage's  as  «  result  of  patch  oord  failure  age  there- 
by  eliminated.  Temporary  circuits  end  re-routes  are  asocmpljehed  with 
patches  in  the  patch  pend.  Glroui't  testing  sad  re  iteration  is  .anftMyged 
dgniflosntly  as  a  result  of  tha  clean  patch. 


ijlMi  Iquipunt  Shelters  8-14A  are  structurally  unsound  for  airlift. 

The  121st  Signal  Battalion  has  exparieooed  an  inereaslng  . 
requirement  to  provide  highly  mobile  sad  flexible  memnnl  cation  support 
to  the  infrmtry  brigadee.  Due  to  difficulties  experienced  in  highway 
movement,  brigades  ere  normally  airlifted  to  end  from  frees  of  operutlwa. 
The  forward  Signal  Platoons  moat  else  displace  by  air.  As  a  result  of 
the  loot  firs  division  si  sad  air’  assault  operations,  the  B-1U  Shelters, 
have  been  proved  to  be  structurally' dneound  for  ding  load  airlift.  Two 
AB/tdtO-69  shdtere  have  bean  dropped, fro*  altitudes  of  290  feet  mi  2000 
fast  while  being  carried  by  GS-A?  Chinooks.  On  at  least  two  other  B-U4 
Shdtere,  the  lifting  points  ham  been  examined  doedy  and  ham  been 
found  to  be  puUlagleoeo  firm  thi  trims  of  the  uhdter. 


trine  of  the  shelter. 


Air  safety  standards  require  a  mini—  of  six  feet  of  asSon  Otrep 
an  each  lag  of  load  sling  eats.  Inherent  vibrations  mtd  eeedlletiona  in 
rotary  winged  aircraft  are  believed, to  be  the  eauae  Jar  lifting  point 
fkilaree.  the  lifting  pedate  eri  inadequate  for  anythin  amespt  lifting 
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tha  ahaltei  on  and  off  vahi-ilaa.  Bxsni nation  of  lifting  point*  aftar  an 
airlift  haa  revealed  that  tha  oheltar  frana  it  not  durable  snnugn  to 
oarry  tha  atra-’n  applied  to  tha  upper  ahaltar  oomare  during  lift-off, 
varying  air  oun-uta  in  level  flight,  and  rotary  winged  vibration*. 

Observation i  In  orv'tr  to  aupport  an  infantry  divlalon  under  current 
ooncapta  of  tactical  daploynent  in  tha  Bapublio  of  Vlatnaa,  signal  equip¬ 
ment  suat  ha  air  tranaportabla.  Signal  shelters  (i\-  ton  .truck  variety) 
art  structurally  unsound  and  unaafa  in  seating  tha  denanrts  imposed  by 
airlift  4  If  tha  S-U4  ahaltara  are  to  ba  uaad  in  thia  nannar,  rainforoa- 
aant  of  the  shelter  and  lifting  pointa  la  neeaaaaxy.  X a  alternate  solu- 
tion  i«  to  discontinue  lifting  tha  ahaltar  and  rauova  tha  aquipoant  for 
installation  In  other  suitable  shelter*.  This  aolution  haa  been  adopted 
in  thia  unit.  One  etaok  (radio  and  carrier  equipment)  haa  bean  removed 
and  aauoted  Id  a  3/f  ton  trailer.  Thia  praaanta  a  package  similar  to  tha 
new  iH/f£Z-A !  1  Eadio  Belay  Terminal.  Tha  trailer  mounted  package  aan  ha 
loaded  interuaily  Into  Cii-47  Chinooks, 

Omara  Bxtnaura 

Jim*  Head  for  oaaara a  with  water-proof  housings. 

D1  aouaalaa i  The  TO!  osmere*  for  still  photography  utilised  by  the  division 
photographlo  aaotion  are  not  auitabl*  for  combat  photography  in  thia 
anvirocmaat.  Tha  extracts  of  rain,  dust,  and  hast  have  oanaad  an  Inordin¬ 
ate  ssmbar  of  malfunctions.  Further,  tha  rough  of  oaaaraa  la 

unstvoidahla  whan  tha  oaabat  photographer  1*  photographing  friendly  foroaa 
engaged  in  ground  operation’ a  againat  a  hostile  fore*. 

Oh— rvatia^i  Thar*  la  available  a  relatively  inexpensive,  extremely 
atordy,  39Mi  awn  Whioh  la  analoaad  in  a  watar-proof  bousing.  liras 
of  these  oaaara*  (by  RUdna)  have  bean  requisitioned  (ever  anthorissd 
allowanoa). 


epm  anaa/ntan 

aril  tfTtUi  HjubJm 

Uflgi  Preparing  and  planning  Gi  projaata  in  panifiad  areas. 

ALaoUdlAB1  One  inportont  phase  of  eajr  pacification  plan  is  tha  davexop- 
aant  of  Ci  project*.  Prior  to  initiating  and  oasDlatisg  a  project,  soar* 
dlnetion  mat  ba  affaatad  with  sub  sector  oiTielale  end  their  to vl acre. 
Oaordtoatlon  inform*  toss*  offl  *»lt  of  -rojacia  being  developed  la  their 
eras  and  will  preclude  any  duplication  of  effort. 

2hMBanUafi’  Planning  of  OA  projects  (all  of  which  aro  of  to*  eelf-belp 
variety)  mat  inaladn  utilisation  of  village  help.  Coordination  \lth 
village  officials  will  aaoiot  in  anil  sting  village  help.  Projaata  baocne 
aasninglaaa,  no  natter  how  tope  sing  or  Inportont  it  nay  ba,  unless  the 
villager*  aasoelata  thmsaelvea  with  it  by  aotoal  psniioipaUan. 

tcS a»  UiDrt  frtntlm 

te><  Oa*  of  a  italtllith  pros*  at  divlalon. level. 

fiUWMte1  milahllity  of  o  ifeltillth  printing  pres*  at  tha  divi- 
eden  level,  provides  the  0}  with  a  capability  to  (reduce  highly  effective 
ad  timely  hyOp  aedls.  Taedlato  eaydoi tattoo  of  oonbai  situation* 
givaa  OR  fames  a  dafUlto  advantage  in  too  PayOp  area. 
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Observation:  The  availability  of  the  press  at  division  level  increases' 
the  oapabll ity  of  the  division  to  employ  printed  PayOps  media  rapidly. 
The  tine  from  initiation  of  requas^  for  a  leaflet  has  been  reduced  f$n 
2  or  3  days  to  generally  12  to  24  hours. 

MEDICAL 


Itmi  Army  air  smbulanoea  equipped  with  "Forest  renatretore"  tad 
"Stokes  Uttar". 

Diseussiont  In  many  instances  wounded  peraonnsl  must  be  ovacunted  from 
landing  zones  where  clearance  is  leas  than  the  minimum  required  for  Any 
air  anbulances.  In  these  instances  Air  Force  helicopters  equipped  with 
the  "Forest  Penetrator"  capability  have  been  callsd. 

Observation:  Army  air  ambulances  equipped  with  the  modified  "Forest 
kenetrator"  and  "Stokts  Litter"  would  decrease  the  time  lag  that  now  exists 
between  request  for  evacuation  And  determination  that  Air  Faroe  assistance 
will  be  required. 


Item  Standby  "Oust  Off"  air  ambulances  ■ 

Discussion i  As  operations  have  penetrated  deeper  into  northern  provinces, 
the  flying  distance  fi-om  forward  areas  to  medical  facilities  has  in- 
oreased.  This  requires  more  time  for  "Dust  Off"  aircraft  to  make  the 
olroult  from  their  base  and  back  to  the  medical  facility. 

Observation i  "Dust  Off"  aircraft  have  been  centrally  looated  in  or  near 
the  area  of  operations.  This  had  reduced  the  distance  of  the  first  lag 
and  geta  the  casualty  to  the  medical  facility  ouch  sooner. 


Itami  Superficial  cuts  end  wounds  should  ba  given  immediate  treatment. 

Discussion i  Superficial  outs  and  wounds  are  being  neglected ,  especially 
thoae  associated  with  bamboo.  Wounds  of  this  type  often  lead  to  boils 
and  akin  infections  which  require  treatment  with  antibiotics. 

Observation:  Personnel  Bust  be  made  aware  of  the  seriousness  involved 
in  neglecting  these  type  wounds  end  that  issaadiata  first  aid  measures 
must  be  taken  when  personnel  receive  a  cut  or  wound. 

CHBilCAL 

&W8l„SttBBacl 

Item;  Chemical  Section  Tunnel  Team. 

Djacueelon:  Numerous  spider  holes,  wells  and  day  mines  are  found  during 
division  operations  and  are  mistaken  for  tunnel  systems.  On  several  oooa- 
eiona  the  Chemical  Section  'funnel  Ten  wa a  called  only  to  find  out  that 
they  were  not  needed. 

Observation:  Thors  is  a  requirement  to  have  trained  tunnel  teams  in  the 
Infantry  battalions  able  to  exploit,  deny  and/or  destroy  Viet  Cong  tunnels. 
A  training  program  has  been  set  up  by  the  Division  Chemical  Section  to 
provide  these  personnel  and  a  training  facility  is  under  oonetruotlon. 
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I  tea  i  Fifty-five  gallon  drums  of  C£M 


Diaousslont  Fifty-five  gallon  drums  of  CS-1  can  be  successfully  con¬ 
structed  into  field  expedient  munitions  and  employed  against  euspeoted 
or  known  enemy  targets.  ' 

1 .  The  downwind  area  of  effectiveness  may  be  as  much  as  nine 
kilometers. 

2.  The  application  of  agent  CS  should  be  about  thirty  drums 
(2400  lbs)  per  square  kilometer  of  target  ares,  whan  area  is  to  be 
exploited  by  ground  forces,  and  ninety  drums  (7200  lbs)  for  temporary 
denial. 

3.  CS  strikes  should  always  be  followed  by  air  and  artillery 
preparation  and  then,  when  possible,  exploited  by  ground  forces. 

Observation 1  Massive  CS  attacks  on  suspected  or  known  enemy  concentra¬ 
tion!!  are  feasible  and  practical. 

Power  thriven  Pecan  Apparatus 

•e .  .  »; 

Itemi  Power  Driven  Deoon  Apparatus,  truole  mounted  400  gallon,  M9. 

Discussion  i  The  use  of  defoliants  in  the  ’..’5  FDDA  has  caused  damage',  and  . 
leeka  to  the  connection  and  lie charge  valve  after  prolonged  use. 

1.  Hose  reel  groups  Deterioration  of  rubber  ganket  at  hooe 
connection. 

2.  Oun  groups  Deterioration  of  gaskets  and  peaking. 

3.  Discharge  and  pipe  sy 1  tarns  1  Deterioration  of  joint  and  pipe 

sealants. 

4.  Drive  assembly  and  dutch s  Clutch  and  drive  assembly  beocme 
ooatad  with  defoliant  causing  friction  and  deterioration  of  belts  and 
dutch  disc. 

Observe tlcn 1  After  continuous  use  of  herbicide,  orange,  purple,  and 
blue,  extensive  repairs  on  the  above  listed  items  had  to  be  performed. 
Shortage  of  epere  parte  for  the  PDDA  in  this  command  resulted  in  e  high 
deadline  rate  of  these  items. 

AQ.  an  iMMttaUt  tasnr 

40  CTO  lnsectidde  Sprayer. 

Menueeinni  The  us«  of  "orange"  defoliant  a  in  the  40  CPU  Sprayer  0 eases 
deterioration  to  the  0-Rings  and  cluttering  of  the  strainer. 

1.  Deterioration  of  0-Ring  in  the  flow  coatrd  gage. 

2.  Coats  and  stops  flow  of  liquid  through  suction  strainer  line. 

3.  Costs  sad  blocks  flow  of  egeat  through  lira  strainers.  ,^1 ! 

Observation!  The  entire  flow  syitaet  must  be  flushed  immediately  after  use 
end  all  strainers  must  be  removed  end  cleaned  with  advent.  ^ 
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Tunr.el  Destruction 

Itnai  Acetylene  Tunnel  Destruction  Device. 

Discussion!  This  device  has  been  employed  several  times  around  the 
perimeter  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Base  Canp  on  tunnels  that  were 
found  in  the  area.  Listed  below  are  the  findings  of  porsonnel  who  have 
been  exploiting  tunnels  for  the  Division  Chemical  Section  during  the  past 
year. 


ONLY 


1.  The  Acetylene  Destruction  Device  cystoma  demonstrated  ere  sxtrscaly 
bully  when  compared  to  the  combination  of  explosive*  and  CS-1  presently 
being  aatiafaotorily  utilised  by  the  division. 

2.  The  eltuatlon  for  satisfactory  use  of  the  device  requires  a  cer¬ 
tain  size  air  opening,  a  certain  else  tunnel  passage  end  some  room  com¬ 
partment  In  the  tunnel.  When  this  device  was  tested  on  the  tunnels  In  the 
division  area  the  tunnels  were  not  sollopaed  but  were  Just  flashed  through 
by  the  explosion  yielding  little  If  any  tunnel  collapse.  These  tunnels 
tested  by  the  division,  though  typical,  were  too  straight  or  had  openings 
too. wide,  or  had  too  much  overburden  for  the  devloe. 

3.  The  item  required  liquid  ojqrgon  to  obtain  any  destruction  In 
the  tunnel.  The  liquid  oxygen  dispenser  provided  hod  to  be  reoheiged 
every  forty-eight  hours.  The  only  supply  of  liquid  oxygen  for  this  divi¬ 
sion  Is  at  the  two  main  air  bases  nesr  SAIGON  and  it  la  impractical  to 
reach  these  areas  while  on  combat  operations. 

4.  Tbs  concept  of  not  exploring  the  tunnel  before  it  Is  blown  Is 
Impractical.  The  tunnel  direction  must  be  known  for  safety  of  personnel 
above  ground  when  the  devloe  is  exploded.  These  tunnels  run  In  aig-aag 
patterns  and,  therefore  making  exploration  a  mandatory  precaution. 

Observation i  The  Acetylene  Destruction  Device  hoe  very  United  applica¬ 
tion  in  this  area  of  Vietnam  and  be cause  of  its  limited  application  it 
should  only  he  stocked  In  Halted  quantities  at.  division  level. 


2.  RecoBsnendationst 


a..  Organisation! 

(l)  Recommend  approval  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Modification 
Tables  of  Organisation  at  the  earliest  practicable  date  in  order  that 
the  changes  can  be  implemented  in  the  near  future. 


(2}  Reprimand  an  increase  in  the  support  capability  of  Air  Traffic 
Control  Teens.  A  major  problem. in  air  safety  exists  during  operations 
due  to  the  lack  of  control  teams  and  facilities  avail  able  for  oontrol  of 
the  very  large  number  of  fixed  end  rotary  wing  aircraft  involved  »n  logle- 
tioal  and  administrative  flights  and  assault  taaliooptera  operating  out  of 
tbs  anas  airfield.  Provisional  control  tarns,  primarily  staffed  with 
pathfinder  personnel  are  being  utilised  by  the  division,  but  do  not  have 
the  capability  nor  the  equipment  to  oops  with  the  situation.  It  la  fur¬ 
ther  reoanendad  that  the  oontrol  tens  be  provided  with  the  following 
1 tana i 

•  .  r 

•  (a)  A  reliable  navigation  beaaoc  to  aid  <M3Q  aircraft  in  loeatiag 
forward  airfields. 


(b)  A  lightweight  OCA  radar  for  uae  during  periods  of  marginal 
weather.  ■>  ' 


'  v 
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(o)  Bufficiant  runway  lights  for  lighting  a  minimum  of  3000  foot 
to  facilitate  the  landing  of  OSAF  aircraft. 


b,  Bqulpmenti 


(l )  Recommend  a  suitable?  cemora  with  viator  proof  casing  be  procured. 
The  earners  currently  lsauad  for  combat  photography  is  not  water  proof  and 
as  a  result  requires  constant  repair.  Bequests  have  bean  submitted  for 
the  jiurohaae  of  an  interim  camera,  however,  the  need  exists  for  the 
development  of  a  water  proof  camera  for  ooobat  photography. 


.  (2)  Recommend  a  new  type  of  ration  using  other  than  tin  cans  be 
developed  to  replace  the  present  "Cu  Ration.  "C  Rations  are  too  bulhy 
and  heavy  and  create  a  disposal  problem  in  the  field. 

(3)  Recommend  e  lightweight  poncho  be  developed,  designed  both  for 

an  Individual  outer  raincoat  and  shelter.  '  ‘ 

(4)  Reooamend  that  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  canister  round  for 
the  i.79  Grenade  Launcher  be  lasued  for  training  of  all  poraocnel.  Initial 
teats  conducted  with  the  rounds  indicated  different  fighting  character¬ 
istics  from  those  of  the  standard  round. 

(5)  Recommend  a  standard  fusing  system  be  developed  for  dissemination 
of  Ci-i  by  aerial  delivery.  The  expedient  methods  currently  being  used 
create  a  wide  variance  in  'height  of  burst.  4  devioe  is  needed  to  obtain 

a  height  of  burst  from  25  -  50  feet  to  reduoe  downwind  lose  of  agent  from 
the  target  ores. 

(6)  Recommend  additional  tests  be  conducted  ln-oountry  with  experi¬ 
mental  fuse  XH595  (jungle  penotration  fuse).  The  pravlouo  tiata  were 
inoonoluaive  booouaa  the  oanopy  was  not  greater  than  20  meters, 

i  * 

0.  Personnel  i 

(l )  Reoonmend  that  enlisted  personnel  reoorda  be  aoreened  more  oloaely 
to  insure  replacements  with  Class  3  profiles  aff coting  duties  in  a  ooobat 
MM  are  not  assigned  to  flU  these  allocation  This  probloa  is  being 
coordinated  with  U.8.  Any  Vietnam,  but  arises  with  the  individual  at 
the  tins  be  receives  overseas  dr&mra, 


FOR  TH2  OOtlUNDSRi 
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R.O.  R3TT1I 

in.  loo 

idjutant  Qtoeral 
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V.ii.  QUflOOW  ,T* 
Colonel,  03 
Chief  of  Staff 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


& 


34 


IRCLOSQBS  1 

ROSTSE  Of  KB  PERSOKJKL 


c03  CI-FICKL  USE  OMY 
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K«gr  Qffloer  Paraonnel 

MI  E8SXUB  kg.  crape.  sa  MS 


Hq,  lit  Inf  Hr 

CO 

DEPOT,  WILLIAM  S. 

'  KAJ  QSK,  034710 

1  May 

Hq,  let  Inf  Div 

ADC-A 

2AIS,  KELVIN 

BftIO  Q2N,  033471 

1  May  -  18  Jul 

DEANS,  JOHN  R.  JR. 

BRIO  03],  024835 

27  Jul 

Bq,  lat  Inf  Div 

ADC-8 

HOLLINGSWORTH,  JAKES  . 
BRIO  QSN,  034155 

.  1  May 

Hq,  lat  Inf  Div 

GofS 

GLASGOW,  WILLIAM  K.  JR. 
COL,  025905 

1  May 

Hq,  lat  Inf  Div 

ACofS  Cl 

OVERALL.  JESSE  V.  Ill 
LTC,  046630 

1  Kay  -  2  lay 

STARR,  ROBERT  N. 

LTC,  060351 

2  lay 

Hq,  lat  Inf  Div 

ACofS  02 

L2GR0,  MlllHii  B. 

LTC,  067837 

1  May 

Sq,  lat  Inf  Air 

ACofS  03 

WALKER,  SAM  S. 

LTC,  023197 

t  May  -  24  Jul 

'  HAIG,  ALEXANDER  K, 

LTC,  050790 

24  Jul 

Hq,  lat  Inf  Div 

ACofS  04 

D'AilBROSIO,  EOCENE 

LTC,  073783 

1  May  -  14  Jul 

SNYDER,  IRA  W.  JR. 

LTC,  050759 

14  Jul 

Hq,  lat  Inf  Air 

ACofS  Q5 

HABSfcAW,  CONRAD  X. 

KAJ,  081453 

1  May 

Support  OooBaad 

00 

OHAMLXNQ,  FREDDIE  W. 

COL,  062115 

1  May 

lat  SAT  & 

00 

SiITH,  HERBERT  F. 

LTC,  01597930 

1  May 

701  at  Malnt  & 

00 

KOLABOSW1C?,  CHARLES 
LTC,  079880 

1  Kay 

lat  Med  fti 

00 

BAILEY,  RICHARD  H. 

LTC,  094968 

1  lay  -  30  Jul 

HOICKS,  EDUARD  J. 

LTC,  075214 

30  Jul 

let  Am  Bn 

00 

KESBAOGH,  HAROLD  0. 

LTC,  069705 

1  lay  -  14  Jun 

HUMPHREYS,  JOHN  H. 

14  Jun  -  20  Jul 

tiAJ,  01913459 

BOTLSR,  OLIVA  B. 

20  Jul 

l/4th  Car 

LTC,  050507' 

00 

LXHAXE,  LEONARD  L. . 

1  May 

LIC,  061746 


let  fc*r  Bn 

00 

SAfiOBT,  HOWARD  L. 

1  hay  -  16  Jul 

LTC,  050586 

EUMiH,  JOSBH  M.,  JR. 

16  Jul 

121  at  Sic  Ha 

00 

LTC.  057075 

CQBUKSON, 

1  Kay 

Hq,  lat  Ida 

00 

LTC.  056170 

GLOtEEACH,  EDGAR  1. 

1  May  -  24  lay 

COL,  027011 
rxSBMi  PAUL  M. 

24  May  -  9  Jtn 

* 

LTC,  060759 

B8MY,  SXOfXT  I.  JR. 

9  An 

00L,  057233 
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Key  Officer  Personnel  (Con't) 


MI  ZMH2K  GRADE.  SR 


Hq,  1/ad  Inf  CO 

Hq,  l/26th  Inf  00 


Hq,  1/SSth  Inf  00 
Hq,  2d  Bde  CO 


Hq,  2/l6th  Inf  CO 

Hq,  1/1 8th  Inf  00 

Hq,  2/1 8th  Inf  00 

Hq,  3d  Bde  00 

Hq,  2/2A  Inf  00 

Hq,  l/l6th  Inf  00 


Hq,  2/28th  Inf  00 

1st  Dir  Arty  00 
Hq,  l/ith  Arty  00 
Hq,  8/fcth  Arty  00 


PRILLAliAH,  RICHARD 
LTC,  066073 
SMITH,  2RSKINE 
LTC,  027747  ,  , 

WHfcSIHSKI,  HBffiX  Ji 
HAJ,  095739 
GORMAN,  PAOL  P. 

LTC,  062379 
HALDANE,  ROBERT 
LTC,  050742 
KILLOY,  ALBERT  K. 

COL,  035289 
SMITH,  DEWITT  C.  JR. 
COL,  030187 
KcCHRISTAL,  HERBERT 
LTC,  027327 
WALKER,  SAM  S. 

LTC,  023197 
HATHAWAY,  WILLIAM  3. 
LTC,  060538 
NORTON,  KARL  R. 

LTC,  089112 
BARD,  JOHN  C. 

KAJ,  070602 
OOQDJIN,  WASHER  3.  JR. 
LTC,  064322 
tioCHRYOTAL,  HERBERT 
LTC,  027327 
BAUMANN,  LEWIS  R. 

LTC,  062803 
BRODBSCK,  WILLIAM  ii. 
COL,  034565 

WALLACE,  GEORGS  I,.  HI 
LTC,  027556 
CONN,  JACK  L. 

LTC,  066143 
HENRI,  LEE  S. 

LTC,  063337 

uaqgj.,  Rons  c. 

LTC,  064634 
WALLACE,  GEORGE  K.  HI 
LTC,  027556 
BOttB,  KTLH  V. 

LTC,  023559 
JONES,  TIOJLS  g. 

LTC,  065059 

CAHP,  UARUJT  V. 

03L,  035999 

10003,  DAVID  C. 

LTC.  02030416 

ttecarnn,  joa  r. 

LTC,  058972 


DATES 

1  Hay 

1  Hky  .  30  t  J ey 
30  Kijr  -  11  Jim 
11  Jim  ■ 

1  i-ay 

1  Key  -  4  Jul 
4  Jul  -  14  Jul 
14  Jul  -  24  Jul 
24  Jul 
1  May 

1  hay  -  19  iky 

19  Ksy  -  14  Jul 
14  Jul 

1  i«y  -  20  Jul 

20  Jul 

1  llV  -  27  Jul 
27  Jul 
1  way 

1  bay  -  20  Jim 
20  Jim  -  9  Jul 
9  Jul 

1  Kay  -  14  Jul 
14  Jul 
1  hay 
1  Kay 
1  Hey 
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SUZTCBBQAB3  DESIGNATORS 
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lot  Infantry  Division  Switchboai-d  Designator# 

(affective  1  July  1966) 

1st  Infantry  Division  DAD GSR 

lot  Brigade  DEVIL 

let  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  BRACBLA 

1st  Battalion,  26 -h  Infantry  DODOL 

1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  DEPL'JT 

2d  Brigade  DAGGER  . 

2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  VJiiA 02 

1st  Battalion,  13th  Infantry  IXJCHJSS3 

2d  Battalion,  iSth  Infantry  DARKH3S3 

3d  Brigade  DUTY 

2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  DECOY 

1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  DEVOUR 

2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  DAUUTLESS 

Division  Artillery  uKU.  Y1RE 

1st  Battalion,  5th  ArtiUory  DESTROYER 

8th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  DlT'AiiTE 

lot  Battalion,  7th  Artillery  yETOKATE 

2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  DUKOSQH 

1st  Aviation  Battalion  DART 

1st  Engineer  Battalion  DlrSlARd' 

1st  tiediool  Battalion  DOCTOR 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  !  DRAGOOli 

121st  Signal  Battalion  DXUA iO 

1st  liilita’  "nlloa  Coicpany  DEPUTY 

Support  Co  -.1  DURABLE 

1st  Supply  and  Tranoportation  Battalion  •  DELIVER 

701st  Maintenance  Battalion  DUIGEUT 

1st  Administrative  Cojrany  DS.01I 

11th  Radio  Research  Unit  DECAL 

Thu  Lol  iadfi  cation  Task  Yores  HELPER 


FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


VS 


IMGLOSURS  4 
USARV  00  4079 


HEADQUARTERS 

UNITED  STATS  MU  VIETNAM 
APO  San  Tzancieoo  96307 


GENERAL  ORDERS  22  June  I966 

NUMBS  4079 

REASSIGN!  OBIT  0?  UNIT . SECTION  I 

DETACHMENT  07  UNITS . . . SECTION  II 

ATTACHJCKT  07  UNITS . .  SECTION  III 

*  *  *  *  * 


SECTION  III 

3.  TO  015.  7ol  unit*  ATTACHMENT  dir  u  indio. 

•  •  •  *  • 

35th  mawar  platoon  (scout  dog) 

Atoh  to  1  1st  Infantry  Division 
Eff  date)  16  June  1966 
Authi  VOCO  date  ofm 
Sp  inatn  HA 

•  *  •  #  * 

TOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 


OTFICIALi 


/•A  D  Hamilton 
/t/X.D.  HAMILTON 
Lt  Colonel,  AOC 
Aaat  Adjutant  General 

*  *  *  *  • 

"A  THUS  COPT" 

WILLIAM  L  PONDS  JR  f  ' 

Major,  Artillery 


RICHARD  J.  SEITZ 
Brigadier  General,  US  Army 
Chief  of  Staff 
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mCLQSURS  s 

LIGHT  AS3A0LT  ABTULERI  BATT3HY 


Ineloeure  5  Operational  Report  on  Leeaone  Learned,  lit  Inf  31  Jul  66 
light  Aaaault  Artillary  fiattary 

LIGHT  ASSAULT  HSLD  AXTILLERI  BAWDOt,  IHFANTRI  DIVISION 


MISSIOH.  To  prorida  diraot  aupport  artillery  to  naneuvar  al— ante  of  the 
dlviaion.  , 

ASSIfflMMT.  Aaai^nad  to  the  0th  Battalion.  6th  Artillery. 

CAPAHLITIXS.  a.  furnlahaa  one  or  tuo  air  mobile  aix  gun  firing  platooaw 
in  diraot  eupport  of  dlvialon  nanaurar  alaoanta. 

a, 

b.  ?araoonal  and  equipment  are  provided  fro*  d*Tialon  asaata. 

o.  Ihla  unit  la  dependent  on  Hq  and  Hq  Battery,  QLvlalon  Artillary  for 
all  eurray  u*A  radio  repair  aupport. 

d.  thia  unit  la  oapabla  of  parti olpating  in  the  defanae  of  ita  firing 
poaltlona. 

MOBIL! TI.  a.  Aaaault  alaaanta  of  thia  unit  are  alnasblla  by  TO-1 
airoraft. 

b.  The  entire  unit,  l>a  nobila  by  vahlole  or  G&47  airoraft. 

B1RBKXH.  3  Qffiocra,  139  ULiatad  Man 
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Light  Aaaaolt  Artlllary  Battery  (Gon't) 

MAJOR  1TJMS  OP  BOUIWBIT. 


Truck,  Utility  i  Ton  >6 
Truck,  Cargo  3/4  Ton  -18 
Truck,  Hatfora  Utility  i  Ton  -  2 
trailer,  Cargo  i  ton  -  6 
Trailer,  Cargo  3/4  ton  -  6 
Mortar,  4>2  lnoh  -  12 
Radio  Set,  IH/VRC-46  atd  in  i  Ton  .3 
Radio  Set,  AK/VR&-47  atd  in  *  Ton  -  6 
Radio  Set,  AS/m-17  atd  la  3/4  Ton  -  3 
Radio  Set,  lSABC-25  -  6 


t.  « 
V 


INCLOSURE  6 
COHKAHLtERS  NOT^S  ft 


IHCLOSOBZ  6  Operational  Baport  on  Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  31  Ini  6$ 
SUBJECT)  Coonondors  Kotas  -  >?3  -  Th»  Riflo  Squad 


1.  The  basic  fighting  element  in  an  infantry  division  is  tha  rifle 
squad.  Although  on  tha  ona  hand,  it  is  tha  analleat  tactical  unit;  it 

la  on  tha  other  hand  in  aany  respects,  tha  scat  difficult  and  challenging 
to  coraaanri  pro  parly. 

2.  Tha  division  ooanandar  daals  vith  brigades  and  battalions;  tha 
Irlgada  oomandsr  vith  battalions  and  conpanlos;  tha  company  comnnnder 
with  platoons  and  squads,  platoon  cosmandar  vith  squads;  but  tha  squad 
loader  doals  alaost  diractlv  with  individuals.  It  is  meh  easier  to  deal 
with  organisations  than  with  individuals  and  it  is  for  thia  reason  that 
squads  are  divided  into  fire  teaas  so  that  tha  squad  1 seder,  also,  will 
have  an  organisational  framework  with  which  to  operate. 

3.  Vhsn  a  squad  is  wall  organised  end  tean  leaders  ore  strong,  and 
whan  ovary  nsober  of  the  squad  understands  fully  tha  foot  that  the  two 
teens  constantly  support  one  another,  than  the  squad  will  opsrato  \/ell. 
However,  if  the  squad  is  not  well  organised  and  tightly  controlled,  it 
tends  to  break  down  into  six,  eight,  or  ten  individuals  and  loses  its 
Integrity.  It  is  a  constant  struggle  in  oonbat  to  maintain  integrity. 
There  are  aany  forces  and  factors  which  tend  to  neks  the  soldier  think  of 
hlaaalf  ea  an  Individual  instead  of  as  a  ueober  of  a  team  or  of  a  squad, 
fatigue,  hunger,  thirst  and  fear  are  tha  greatest  ano  iieo  of  squad  in¬ 
tegrity.  'Jhen  the  tine  cooes  that  the  individual  rubers  of  the  squad 
are  preoccupied  vith  any,  or  all,  of  these  factors,  and  they  ere  no 
longer  thinking  in  terns  of  nutually  supporting  fire  tea. -.a,  tho  soiod,  at 
that  point  in  tine,  ceasea  to  exlot  aa  a  uilitwr/  organisation,  shoe  tha 
squads  oease  to  exist,  neither  the  platoon,  oonpany.  battalion,  brigade  or 
division  osn  operate  or  function  properly.  Thor of ore,  of  all  the  prohlena 
in  aa  infantry  division,  the  first  end  sost  important  jiroblsh  is  to  main¬ 
tain  tha  organisational  integrity  of  the  rifle  squads  while  in  ooabet. 

A.  Because  the  inpect  bf  hunger,  thirst,  fatigue  and  fear  are  per¬ 
sistent  and  greet,  they  can  only  be  overoaoe  by  repetitious  training, 
indoctrination  rad  practise.  The  individual  soldier  mat  be  rsoladed 
dally  of  hie  plaee  end  duties  in  the  tire  teen  and  the  role  of  the  two 
fire  teens  as  they  relate  to  the  support  of  ons  soother,  is  in  baseball, 
there  is  a  requirement  for  a  constant  flow  of  instructions  from  squad 
leaders  to  their  teens,  and  from  ten  leaders  to  their  sen.  To  the  extent 
that  such  instructions  continuously  flow,  to  that  saiw  extent  la  the  squad 
an  integrated  teen,  lb  the  extent  that  the  instructions  do  not  feu,  to 
that  ewe  extent  the  teen  begins  to  disintegrate.  If  a  squad  is"  left  on 
the  field  of  battle  under  fire  for  ten  minutes  without  Instructions  or' 
order*,  chances  are  it  will  disintegrate  into  individual  soldiers  eaoh  on* 
of  whoa  will  consider  the  odds  against  bin  to  .bf  greet.  However,  under  n 
steady  barrage  of  orders  rad  instructions,  the  individual  soldier  knows 
that  he  is  not  alone  on  the  battlefield,  but. rather  oontianee  to  be  a  . 
artber  of  a  fraction! ag  unitary  unit, 

5.  Relatively  speaking,  those  unitary  units  which  serve  a  ;ieoe  of 
equipcMot  such  aa  a  tank,  a  howitser,  a  helicopter  or  a  ship  at  aaa,  have 
the  great  advantage  of  a  Machine  of  uar  around  vhioh  to  organise  their 
effort.  Hr  the  very  preeanos  of  the  bovltser  on  the  field  of  battle,  enoh 
ertUleryaa  knows  24  hours  a  day  bow  his  contribution  leads  to  tha  ae- 
oaqAlafenant  of  the  eieeian.  In  the  rifle  squad,  hovevar,  there  is  no 
single  plane  of  eqelpaant  around  which  all  nativity  la  oentered  and  to 
Which  ail  thought  is  devoted.  Instead,  the  rifle  squad  exists  only  uhra 
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all  tha  members  of  the  squad  understand  vbat  it  la  the  squad  is  doing  and 
bow  it  proposes  to  accomplish  its  Mission.  The  squad  leader,  therefore, 
has  the  greatest  oomnand  challenge  of  any  infantry  leader. 

6.  The  turnover  in  squad  and  team  leaders  is  great  and  thus  a  simple 
system  met  be  adopted  which  can  be  easily  taught,  and  readily  understood. 

7.  The  key  ooncept  which  can  be  expressed  in  one  word  is  "OVi!RyATC!ln. 
Within  a  rifle  squad,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  two  teams  always  to  support  one 
another.  It  is  important  that  the  A  Team  understand  that  it  must  always 
ooue  to  the  aid  of  the  3  Team  and  vice  versa.  In  the  defense  thin  is  clear 
end  simple  as  long  a 0  each  individual  soldier  has  selected  a  /roper  posi¬ 
tion,  with  cover  and  ooncealaent  end  preferably  with  both. 

0.  However,  when  the  squad  is  advancing  or  moving,  the  relationship 
of  mutual  support  becomes  even  novo  important .  When  the  leading  team  is 
advancing,  wbothar  in  tha  attack,  in  movement  to  contact,  on  patrol,  or 
an  its  way  to  a  boss -of -fire  position,  tha  following  team  met  understand 
at  all  times  that  it  io  in  an  OViK/ATCHDlG  position  —  that  is,  it  follows 
the  lead  team,  prepared  to  support  it  with  fire  or  with  -maneuver.  The 
normal  formation  for  a  rifle  squad  is  with  one  team  leading  and  the  other 
following.  Only  when  the  platoon  oa  a  whole  le  in  the  assault,  or  after 
the  seoond  team  has  maneuvered,  should  we  find  tho  two  teem  on  line. 

9.  When  a  squad  is  eiuply  moving  fton  point  A  to  point  3  oa  an  interior 
unit  -  that  lo,  it  is  not  the  leading  elegant,  or  a  flanking  element,  or  on 
independent  element  -  it  is  in  a  travelling  formation  in  which  one  team 
follows  the  other  at  oloso  interval  with  the  individual  ooldlors  5  isters 
apart  to  reduoe  their  vulnerability  to  mortar  fire  end  recoilloso  weapons, 

« a  well  as  day  ares  and  booby  traps.  Unless  there  is  rone  reason  to  bo 
moving  single  file  while  passing  t.' trough  a  defile  or  through  thick  Jungle 
where  trail  breaking  is  necessary,  each  team  should  nor.anlly  be  a  'V' 
formation  with  the  team  leader  leading  at  the  apex  of  the  'V* .  Hie 
distance  between  teams  in  a  squad  which  lo  in  the  travelling  formation. lo 
again  only  5  meters,  lbvevor,  when  the  oquad  io  the  leading  element  or  a 
flanking  element  or  on  patrol,  or  on  its  way  independently  to  an  0Vi2fcZATCH2NG 
fire  position  (a  base  of  fire),  it  moves  either  in  a  Travelling  or  in  a 
Bounding  OVERWATCH. 


10.  TRAVELLING  OVdRi/ATCH.  The  TRAVELLING  OVER^ATCN  formation  clv-^ly  •" 
means  that  the  seoond  tec-v  drops  back  25,  50,  100  or  in  open  country  200 

to  300  meters  so  that  it  is  not  engaged  by  the  earns  fire  which  may  be 
diroctod  upon  tbs  leading  team.  This  will  permit  it  to  .'laneuvor  and  to 
employ  OVlsBWATCHING  fires  in  support  of  the  leading  team. .  This  formation 
permits  the  squad  leador  to  act  as  a  military  eoi.Mandor  to  influenoe  tho 
battle,  to  take  Initiative  and  avoid,  bringing  tbs  entire  squad  undor  the 
seme  fire  at  a  time  and  place  selected  solely  by  the  VC,  Naturally,  the 
teams  rotate  so  that  one  team  io  not  always  leading.  'This  rotation  is 
taken  care  of  by  the  desire  of  the  soldiers  to  share  tho  dangers  of  the 
leading  element  by  alternating  the  teams.  The  TRAVELLING  OVdRi/ATCH  is 
useful  whan  the  squad  must  move  out  vith  come  speed  or  when  oontaot  yith 
the  enemy  is  either  not  imminent  or  .the  enemy  situation  i  s  unknown. 

11.  BOUNDING  OVTK/ATCU. .  Uhon  oontaot  with  the  ena/ay  is  iminer.t  or 
when  light  sniper  fire  has  .already  been? rooelved  or  when  oroaaing  dangerous 
areas,  the  squad  should  resort  to  the . . BOUNDING  OV ESt/ATOH .  This  technique  ‘ 
simply  means  that  one  team  is  in  firing  position* to  cvvsr  the  move  lent  of 
the  other  teem  end  then  In  s  leap  froggiug  manney,  the  teams  alternate 
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between  advancing  and  OViBliiTCmiJG  Atom  stationery  positions.  The 
distance  involved  In  each  bound  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the  terrain  and 
the  Judgaant  of  the  squad  loader,  is  In  the  mVfflJJHQ  0V3KLWCH,  »ve- 
asnt  by  bound*  should  prevent  the  entire  squad  fron  being  surprise!  or 
fron  being  oaught  In  the  open  or  jhould  prevent  both  teaao  froa  being  *n- 
gaged  by  the  sane  oaall  group  of  ene^r  forces. 

12.  The  techniques  at  platoon  level  are  the  sot#  oa  at  squad  level  in 
that  a  platoon  leader  noving  forward  without  expecting  izolnent  contact, 
will  always  place  one  squad  sufficiently  far  in  advance  so  that  tho  platoon 
doea  not  coos  into  tha  beaten  sone  of  fire  directed  at  tha  loadi:.;  equad. 

The  «nada  laeding  or  flanking  tha  platoon  will  uas  either  the  mx&UBO 
w  »®DIHQ  OVStHATCH,  or  if  they  are  heok  in  the  oolum,  will  oove  in  a 
TSCVZuJRO  foraatlon.  Platoon  loader*  raving  in  area*  in  which  eontaot  io 
laainsnt  will  not  only  advance  a  a  quad  to  c  forward  OV-SUATCH  position  to 
tha  front,  but  on  nany  occasions  will  sdvano*  squads  to  flanking  OVidLLJCa 
positions  with  the  underatending  that  aa  the  platoon  poses*  through  the 
area  and  the  OVfflMATCH  position  is  no  longer  useful,  the  squad  lander  with¬ 
out  further  orders  will  rejoin  the  platoon  oolvea.  Thus,  tha  platoon 
loader  la  able  to  walk  across  the  countryside  frox  squad  position  to  squad 
position,  and  at  all  tines  at  least  one  of  his  three  najor  maneuver  elevsnta 
la  la  a  stationary  OVSBUiTCH,  prepared  to  place  fire  in  support  of  his 
advaaoe,  or  to  repel  any  stury  aoveosnt  within  his  area. 

13.  If  the  squads  and  platoon*  of  tha  Division  will  'jartar  and.  s  rloy 
these  tactics,  tha  affectlvsnesa  of  the  infantry  els-eoi  will  he  increased 
by  eeverel  hundred  percent.  Purther-ore,  beoause  each  squad  and  platoon 
leader  understands  exactly  the  too tics  being  followed  by  all  others,  the 
control  of  the  infantry  aleasnts  will  be  simplified  end  unit*  will  be  able 
to  wash  together  with  greater  effectiveness.  Qraaadcra  at  *11  times 

be  able  to  visualise  the  formation  of  tha  infantry  unit  on  tha  ground,  the 
•aount  of  terrain  covered  by  then  and  the  technique*  by  uhioh  thsy  are 
advancing  or  attacking.  Da  DOCNDE’O  OVJUWCH  doea  not  change  in  concept 
£en  the  firing  starts  -  whan  eontaot  is  wde  -  the  taotioe  are  identical, 
fts  only  differ snoe  i*  that  the  aoveasnt  fte*  one  stationary  OVXttTORHSQ 
poslUon  to  tha  naact  will  be  done  with  greater  ears  and  owe  attention  to 
tbs  selection  of  routes  of  sdvanao.  Whereas,  prior  to  tha  firs  fight, 
tsoa  end  aytoda  will  advaaoe  to  forward  CTJUiTCa  position*  at  a  walk, 
taking  advantage  of  eover  end  ecaaoeluant  u  available)  oaoe  the  firs 
fight  atarta,  these  forward  wnant*  will  usually  he  aeooapllahad  by 
«*£■«  «  5«^ng-  tha  distances  between  the  suooeasiveO^n^TCCin 
positions  will  be  lee*,  fees  a  oquad  leader  or  platoon  loader  has  wad 
Ma  alawBta  toward  tha  eneey,  always  endeavoring  to  WAeuvsr  around  tbs 
flank,  and  ell  his  units  are  engaged,  he  will  endeavor  to  advenes  his  line 
”*dUng»  the  next  higher  ootaaaoder  will  sutoaatioally  nek*  a  wider 


U.  All  mm 

■  wsln  their  t 
level  cf  effect! 
annihwtnd  by  re# 


r#  will  establish  battle  runs  and  will  repeatedly 
atpads  and  platoons  until  thsy  have  achieved  ahigfa 
».  Training  will  be  continuous  and  aloe  will  bs 
•Inset*  on  operation*. 
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1.  topplyi  Tho  awi(i  strength  aupportad  during  the  routing 
Pjrtod  wa  slightly  under  21,500  troopa.  Tbs  supply  levels  for  th* 
division  aa  of  31  July  1966  vara  aa  f  olio  vs  i 


a.  Claaa  I. 


mx  RATION 
(1)  1X1 


are  SSLSSHS 

mssm  auya 


(a)  Forward  battallona  and 

i  aaparata  companies 

(b)  01  IN  battallona  a»ui 
separate  oonpanles 

(o)  Brlcod#  and  division 
artlllary 

(d)  Division  reserve 
(StI  £to) 

(2)  *B*  Rations. 

(a)  Brigades  and  division 
artillery 

(b)  At  0113  battallona  and 
separate  oagpanlos 
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6  Uvg) 
4.1 

12.4  (A.*) 


15 
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(o)  Division  r  as  save  13 

(3)  *4*  Rations.  3 

•*ato  “A*  Ration  aupplaaanta  aro  on  band  far  issue  with  »8«  Rations, 
b.  Class  in. 
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baa  Arana;  .  . 

(») 

JV-4  • 

5 

5 
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5 
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(21)  .'trailer,  water. 

(22)  Insignia. 

.  (23)  Ooooratlone. 

(24)  Aviators  gloves  and  sunglasses. 

(25)  Petroleun  handling  equipment,  l.e.,  nlnlporto,  light 
weight  pumps ,  end  10,000  gallon  tanks. 

(26)  typewriters. 

(27)  Folding  chairs. 

(20)  Canouflage  covers  for  steel  helmets. 

(29)  Water  cans  (plastic). 

(30)  i  ortar  sight,  114. 

(31 )  Pump  for  water  purification  equipment  1500  gal. 

(32)  600  gal  water  purification  sets. 

' .  '  (33)  K-1937  fire  units. 

■  . , 11  d.  Class  II  L  IV  (Repair  Farts).  Parts  for  the  now  oorloa 
radios  are  in  abort  supply.  The  short  end  long  antennas  for  the  .'J0RC-25 
radios  sire  in  crltioel  short  supply.  . , 

(1)  The  following  Is  a  Summary  >of  repair  perta-ond  aasesw 

biles  reo sired  and  shipped  by  the  Technical  Supply  Activities  of. the 
701st  Maintenance  Battalion  for  tha  2d  Quarter,  1966r  ‘  „ 

.  (a)'  Uq  A  Company  A,  70lst  Maintenance  Battalion 

Received  -  56O.5  tons 
Shipped  -  461 .0  tons 

(b)  Company  2,  701st  Ilaintenonos  Battalion 

Baoaivsd  -  610.9  tons 
Shipped  -  430.9  tons 

(2)  Tha  following  la  a  ouemory  of  requisition*  handled  by 
the  Teohnloel  Supply  Activities  of  the  701st  iisintenmos  Battalion  for 
the  2d  Starter,  19661 

'  capon  mc  l  prog  .  isjcsj  .  * 

Hq  t  Oo  A  37,918  16,926  7,593 

'Oo  B’  .  .  6,544  •  1,934  2,363  . 

’  Co  C  .  0,477  ...  3,234  3,331 

Oo  D  10,270  »•  5,275;'  .7,128  ' 

Co  S'  8.916  .  -  3.551  A.979 

totals  7^,153  32,920  25,394 

a  .  *  .*  *  * 
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JAipply  and  Coabat  Service  Support  Activities  (Con't) 

(3)  The  supply  portion  of  the  onlnte nonce  progror.  has 
remained  critical,  Due-puts  established  by  the  701st  Maintenance  Bat¬ 
talion  continued  to  Increase  throughout  the  2d  durter  of  1966.  Suffi¬ 
cient  quantities  of  repair  parts  were  not  received  to  fill  the  requisi¬ 
tions  test  arc  generated  within  the  division. 

c.  Prooureeent,  The  following  itsms/servicoe  wore  procured 
by  1st  Logletieal  Oomeend  to  support  dlvlsionul  requlrenants  during  the 
reporting  period. 


m\xm 


amn 


(1)  Potable  and  non-potable  43,003  (blooke)  Satisfactory 

ice. 

(2)  Hood  pellets.  575  (each)  Excellent 

(3)  Bread.  90,000  (loaves)  Ssaeilent 

2.  Coohat  Service  Support  Activities) 

a.  Medical  Evacuation.  The  following  nuuber  of  personnel  were 
treated  during  the  reporting  period) 


CATMomr 

Added  on 
direct 


TOTAL 

DISEASE 

UJJ  IUCElVdD 

wsa&Mm 

2,926 

2,058 

358 

510 

1,474 

1,212 

129 

133 

1,560 

902 

238 

420 

123 

4 

119 

to  duty 

Si  spool  tloo  1.J60  902  238  420 

by  trmefer 

Deaths  123  4  119 

**  h.  transportation. 

(l)  The  fallowing  quantities  of  supplies  and  equipment  were 
■loved  during  tee  reporting  period) 

(e)  3jr  surface  -  33,477.7  short  tons 

(b)  By  air  -  10,705.4  short  tons 

(?)  A  total  of  nine  supply  and  troop  ooovoye  were  node. 

(3)  The  slow  respond  recess  In  obtaining  BS1F  logistical 
lift  oontlwnee  to  hmper  resupply  operations.  Bed  wenthor  also  contri¬ 
buted  to  airlift  problems.  In  spit*  of  these  areas  of  concern,  airlift 
wee  obtained  to  neat  tee  majority  of  logistical  raquiremante.  In  at 
least  four  lnsteaom  during  Operation  IL  PASO  U  (oamducted  In  June  end 
Ally  1966),  resupply  requirements  were  not  net  by  0347  airlift  due  to  bed 
■aether,  Required  wppoit  ww  obtained,  however,  by  using  Amy  airlift 
(Oh-47  and  CT-2  aircraft)  to  met  margin  gr  requirement.  Prolonged  um 
•f  Any  airlift  oould  not  be  achieved  due  to  tee  prohibitive  tonnages 
reqdred,  the  dlstsmem  Involved,  sod  the  gurnber  of  available  aircraft. 
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c.  Services. 

(l)  Maintenance. 

(a)  Support  of  Ml  07/Ml  10  artillery!  The  float  Ml  10 
of  the  23d  Artillery  Group  was  convorted  to  a  1.107.  Engineer  support  for 
23d  Artillery  Group  units  has  been  assigned  to  the  LOi’G  1311:11  area.  The 
entire  support  of  the  group  tdll  soon  be  assigned  to  MORI  33.11,  but  no 
dete  has  been  announced. 

(b)  Repair  Purt3  for  Ml 937  Ranges:  Those  repair  parts 
are  extremely  critical  to  the  division.  Sobo  parts  were  received  at  the 
end  of  Mays  however,  no  appreciable  quantity  has  boon  received  aince  then. 
These  parts  are  essential  for  propor  food  preparation  and  tho  shortage  is 
of  concern  to  the  Division  Food  Service  Advisor.  A  message  has  been  seat 
to  1st  Logistical  Command  for  assistance  in  obtaining  these  parts. 

(c)  Combat  Vehicle  Farts:  Combat  vehicles  are  being 
used  extensively  on  all  combat  operations  in  the  division.  Juo  to  this 
fact  repair  parts  must  be  on  hand  to  support  these  vehicles  during  these 
combat  operations.  1-ajor  assemblies  for  1 14'iA3  tanlcs  and  Ml  13  personnel 
carriers  are  mo3t  critical.  Also,  other  piece-parts  for  these  vehicles 
are  either  critically  lev;  stockago  or  at  ?.oro  balance,  Ivory  effort  is 
being  token  to  procure  theso  itec3  fron  all  available  sources.  Without 
these  combat  vehicles  tho  tastiaal  mission  of  this  division  would  be 
seriously  hampered.  A  plan  is  needed  for  phase-out  of  theso  void  cl os 
and  to  replace  them  with  rebuilt  vehicles. 

(d)  Cleaning  Equipment  for  Ml 6  Rifles:  Cleaning  rods, 
chamber  brushes  and  bore  brushes  for  Ml6  rifles  are  not  on  hand  in  suf¬ 
ficient  quantity  to  properly  maintain  theso  weapor.a.  Without  them, 
stoppages  occur  and  the  combat  effectiveness  of  a  fighting  unit  io 
impaired.  A  message  whs  sent  to  1st  Logistical  Ccniinsd  to  initiate 
expeditious  action  in  obtaining  these  itoms  for  camlet  units.  A  test 
wa3  mado  to  determine  wby  so  cany  stoppages  occurred  whon  a  foil  ragnsine 
was  used.  Formally  the  eecor.d  round  failed  to  food.  It  was  dolor  iinod 
this  was  caused  by  dirty  chambers,  thereby  increasing  the  force  required 
to  extract  the  spent  cartridge.  The  bolt  would  uot  retract  far  enough 

to  tho  rear  to  properly  feed  the  next  round  and  a  failure  to  food  would 
result.  Thi s  can  only  ba  rosolved  by  having  the  proper  tools  to  keop 
these  weapons  oloan. 

(e)  Cracked  Ti-uck  Frcroj:  A  number  of  vehicles  have 
had  cracked  frames  with  relatively  low  mileage.  USA's  were  submitted  end 
an  answer  has  been  received.  A  now  fromo  is  presently  undergoing  exten¬ 
sive  testing  to  provide  a  stronger  frame  for  theee  vohloleu. 

(f)  Calibration  Teen:  A  calibration  team  started 
calibrating  ell  test  equipment  in  the  maintenance  battalion.  Equipment 
wee  lost  tented  and  calibrated  In  February  1966. 

(g)  A  draft  regulation  on  Operation ,  <nintenance  and 
Care  of  *hglnoer  Gonorotora  was  written  end  published.  USA ICC  Generator 
Instructor  team  ooaduoted  alas  res  in  LAI  KHE,  BEAR  CAT  and  ;HU  I/ll  to 

let  Division  units  in  eeoh  ere  a.  These  classes  consisted  of  organisational 
Mlntenanoe  and  operation  of  gonerstors  at  unit  level.  CLaese*  of  this 
type  have  now  been  oonductod  in  all  boss  areas. 
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(h)  A  liaison  visit  was  made  to  the  1st  Cavalry 
Division  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  LL  data  plus  data  pertaining  to 

loading  methods,  use  of  special  types  f  oqui;®ont  and  problem  areas  they  j 

have  encounterod  on  construction  equipment.  The  visit  v/as  successful. 

i 

(i)  All  TD-2 4  tractor  repair  parts  have  been  turned-in  \ 

and  no  new  parts  for  this  tractor  are  being  requisitioned. 

i 

(j)  Repair  parts  for  HDOCl  oc-op  loaders  and  230  CFh  j 

Joy  Air  Compressors  i/ero  in  short  'supply,  done  aaccmblios  for  scoop  I 

loaders  have  been  received,  but  quantities  of  other  required  parts  vore  ■ 

not  received.  j 

(k)  Requisitions  for  end  items  roquired  for  construction 
equipment  maintenance  float  have  not  bean  filled.  l:'ollov.«-up  action  has 
been  accomplished  with  negative  results,  hue  to  the  amount  of  tine 
required  to  requisition  and  receive  construction  equipment  repair  parts 

it  is  imperative  that  the  units  have  float  assets  of  this  type  stock. 

(l)  /dr craft  .  -aim  ccn-ance :  Hack  up.  support  continued 
to  be  a  problem  duo  to  the  many  mission  and  flying  hours  required  haing 
the  last  quarter.  The  problems  are  restricted  to  the  l3t  Aviation  batta¬ 
lion  end  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  as  those  are  the  uni to  which  partici¬ 
pate  in  ell  missions  required  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  Those  problems 
will  continue  as  the  aircraft  are  rapidly  approaching  the  n.;-ing  hour  time 
when  engine  changes,  transmission  changes  end  gon*rnl  overhauls  ore  required. 
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BUISBESt  20-6 

F.DUCATT07T  ATO  TRAINIHG 

Replacement  Training  Procram 

1.  PURPOGF:  This  traininc  cliflrlar  prescribes  policy  and  pro- 
vidst*  guidance  for  commanders  in  establishing  a  traininc  pro  cram  for 
replacement  personnel. 

2.  OBJECTIVE:  To  insura  that  each  individual  replacement  re¬ 
ceives,  as  a  minimum,  40  hours  o?  instruction  prior  to  his  partici¬ 
pation  in  combat  operations  in  Vietnam.  Thi3  traininc  is  required  of 
all  personnel  ascisned  to  the  division  since  all  combat  support  mud  su> 
vice  units  must  bo  capable  of  conducting  combat  patrols,  defending 
base  comps  and  actively  engaging  in  closa  combat  when  required. 

3.  CZIERAL:  Individual  replacements  arriving  in  Vietnam  dir  ctly 
from  C02IUS  training  centers  arc  ’.ell-trained  but  lack  unit  experie..  je. 
Transition  training  emphasizing  tcar.uork,  the  combined  arms  tc.ua,  i 
adjustment  to  a  new  environment  is  required  to  prepare  thorn  for  comoat. 


4.  IdTSPOgSIDILITI : 

a.  The  ACofS,  G3,  has  staff  responsibility  for  the  program 
and  will  monitor  training  of  replacements. 

b.  The  Adjutant  General  will  establish  a  briefing  program  for 
officers  and  senior  IICO'3  in  grades  E7  through  E.9  in  accordance  with 
the  proposed  briefing  program  at  Inclonure  i  and  guide  sequence  of 
events  at  Inclosure  2  for  all  incoming  personnel  that  will  include 

as  a  minimum  the  following  subjects: 

(l)  Orientation  to  Vietnam 

(s'  Unit  history,  organisation  and  mission 

(b)  Porsonal  security  mcasuroo 
(o)  Unit  security  plan 

(d)  Issuo,  handling  of  firearms  and  ammunition 

(c)  Local  off-limits  aroas 

£3 
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« 

(f)  Unifora  regulations 

(g)  Safety  program 

(h)  Leaves  and  passes 

(i)  Guidelines  to  good  relations  in  Vietnam 

(2)  Character  guidance 

(3)  Medical  orientation 

(4)  Law  and  ordor 

c.  Major  subordinate  (base)  commanders  will  establish  training 
programs  in  accordance  with  the  proposed  training  program  at  Inclosure  5 
for  all  replacements  tc  include  as  a  minimum,  the  following  subjects: 

(1)  M-l6  Training 

(a)  Characteristics 

(b)  Assembly  and  disassembly 
(0)  Zeroing,  care  and  cleaning 
(d)  Qualification 

(2)  Mines  and  booby  traps 

(3)  Squad  tactics,  battle  drill  and  immediate  action  drills 

(4)  Patrolling 

(a)  Combat  patrols  and  raids 

(b)  Rccon  patrols 
(3)  Hand  grenades 

(6)  Demolitions  with  emphasis  on  tunnel  operations 

(7)  Fundamentals  of  air  mobile  operations 

(8)  Personal  hygiene  and  field  sanitation  in  Vietnam 

(9)  Combat  Intelligence  in  Vietnam 
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GAINING  OXBCUISft  20-6  ,  HEA  QUARTERS  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION,  19  July  1966 

5.  IMPLEMENTING  PLICATIONS:  Two  copies  of  01  PQI's,  lesson 
plans  and  implementing  publications  will  be  forward -d  to  this  head¬ 
quarters,  ATTN:  AVID-T  not  later  than  15  August  19&, 

6.  REFERENCES: 


a.  USAF.V  Training  Circular  dated  27  April  1966,  Subject: 
Command  Information. 

b.  USARV  Training  Circular  dated  7  Kay  1966,  Subject? 
Replacement  Training, 

c.  USARV  Regulation  360-2,  dated  $  November  1965,  Subjept? 
Commend  Orientation, 

d.  USMACV  CirbJilar  612-2,  dated  IQ  •teF16*'/  1966,  Subject? 
Orientation  Briefing,  j 

i^SffiWiANll'ER: 


OFFICIAL: 


C  \S\ 

v  ^  .  L,' .«*  XxvifcyUAVct-d 
GEORGE  P'.  REYNOLDS' 


Major,  AGC 
Asst  JvG 


W.  M,  GLASGOW  JR 
Cel»nel,  GS 
Chief  ef  Staff 


5  Ihcls- 

l-Propobed  Officer  and  Senior  NOO 
Briefing  Program  f<r  1st  Inf  Div 
Replacement  Detachment 
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PEOPLE  OP  LONO-THANH 


THE  VC  OFTEN  TELL  YOU  THAT  THEY  WILL  CCHE  AND  LIEfcRATE  YOU.  WHY  DO  Tf 
MORTAR  AND  KILL  THE  INNOCENT  CMLEREN.  THE  VC  TELL  YOU  THEY  ARB  FRIENDS  OJ 
THE  PEOPLE,  YET  THEY  KILL  THE  LITTLE  CHILDREN. 

GOVBWMENT  AMD  ALLIED  FDRCffl  ARB  HERE  TO  HELP  THE  PEOPLE.  WE  WANT  TO 
THE  VC  WHO  KILL  INNOCENT  CHILDREN.  TELL  DS  WHERE  THE  VC  ARE.  IP  ANYONE  D 


"Attention  Citizens t 

You  are  in  an  area  proteoted  by  QVN  and  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  In 
order  to  protect  you  from  the  VC,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  must  fire  small 
ans,  artillery,  and  drop  bombs.  We  do  not  wish  to  hurt  those  loyal  to  the 
GVN.  If  yvu  are  loyal  to  the  OVN,  do  not  enter  this  area  after  today.  If 
you  are  oaoght  in  this  area,  you  will  be  considered  VC,  and  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  District  Chief"*  . 


SOLISES  OP  TEE  9TO  Ed?. 

YOU  ARE  IN  THE  OPERATING  AREA  OP  THE  POWERFUL  1ST  U.S.  INF.  MV.  WE 
YOU  ARE  SOUTH  EAST  OF  MINH-THANH. 

MORE  UNITS  OF  THE  1ST  INF.  MV.  WILL  HE  UPON  TOU.  SURRENDER  OR  ME. 
iU  WANT  TO  SURRENDER  KMO-VE  YOUR  SHIRTS.  SLING  YOUR  WEAPONS  MUZZLE  I 


! 

mm,  The  gOTsmmmt  of  Repntaic  Vietnam  helps  the  people,  the  people  who 

remain  In  the  villages  appeal  to  the  VC  to  rally  with  the  Bational  Government 
now. 

B&CK:  To  the  people  who  Love  Peace.  We  know  that  the  people  are  veryafisiid- 
of  the  fighting  going  on  around  their  village.  As  long  as  the  VC  are  there, 
the  government  will  have  operations  to  destroy  them.  The  government  will  use 
its  airplanes,  tanks,  artillery  and  superior  firepower  to  stop  all  VC  terrorist 
action.  By  letting  the  VC  hiderin  your  village,  it  will  become  a  battle  field. 
RsUy  to  the  Katixul  goveracant  and  they  will  help  you  construct  a  new -and 
Lett  3i  village.  Then  you  can  live  in  peace  without  fear. 

77 
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FRONT:  (CAPTION)  "THE  ALLIED  FORCES  WORK  FOR  THE  PEOPLED  WELFARE" 

BACK:  (TEXT) 

THE  1ST  IJIFANTRY  DIVISION  ASSISTS  THE  GVN  IN  MANY  WAYS.  IN  ADDITION 
TO  ACTUALLY  FIGHTING  THE  VC,  THE  SOLDIEIS  OF  THE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  AID 
IN  MANY  CIVIC  ACTION  PROJECTS  IN  SUCH  FIELDS  AS  SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  AND 
MEDICAL  HELP.  ONE  OF  THE  PROJECTS  THEY  ARE  CURRENTLY  WORKING  ON  IN  THE  TAY- 
NHIH  AREA  IS  ROAD  IMPROVEMENT. 

ENGINEERS  OF  THE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  HAVE  IMPROVED  THESE  ROADS  TO 
EASE  TRANSPORTATION  IN  THE  AREA  AND  TO  MAKE  IT  EASTER  FOR  FARCERS  TO  GET 
THEIR  PRODUCE  TO  MARKET. 

IN  VC  CONTROLLED  AREAS  THE  PEOPLE  GET  FALSE  PROMISE  AND  TERRORISM  WELLE 
IN  CNN  AREAS  THE  GOVERNMENT  IS  CONSTANTLY  BUILDING  TOWARD  A  BETTER  LIFE  FOR 

7? 
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Iholo sure  10  Operational  Heport-L-eesons  loaned,  lot  Inf  Dir,  31  Jul  66 
Statistical  Analy si*  of  4160  Battle  Casual  tie*  as  of 
31  July  1966 


A  atatlatloal  analysis  of  the  4160  battle  casual tlaa  sustained 
as  of  31  July  1966  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division  reveals  the  following! 

a*  The  4160  battle, oaaual ties  vers  distributed  as  follows 


m.' 

£A 

WHA 

mi 

KBA 

•rfHA 

Hi  lo  1st  Inf  Uv 

1 

2 

1st  Bn  28th  Inf 

53 

273 

1st  Adain  Co 

1 

7 

Hi  Co  2d  Bds 

0 

10 

Hi  Co  &  Band  Spt  Cad 

1 

12 

2d  Bn  16th  Inf 

74 

329 

1st  S  A  T  Be 

0 

15 

1st  Bn  Uth  Inf 

28 

191 

701st  Maint  Bn 

2 

4 

2d  Bn  18th  Inf 

71 

347 

1st  Med  Bn 

1 

1 

Hq  Co  3d  Bds 

1 

2 

1st  Ato  Bn 

6 

6 

2d  Bn  2d  Inf 

94 

418 

1st  IIP  Co 

3 

7 

1st  Bn  16th  Inf 

42 

.252 

1st  Sqdn  4th  Cav 

74 

434 

2d  Bn  28th  Inf 

80 

348 

1st  togr  On 

15 

136 

Hi  Btqr  Dir  Arty 

0 

21 

121st  Sis  Bn 

0 

16 

1st  Bn  Jth  Arty 

8 

49 

Hi  Co  1st  Bds 

0 

3 

8th  Bn  6th  Arty 

7 

38 

1st  Bn  26th  Inf 

49 

275 

1st  Bn  7th  Arty 

1 

27 

1st  Bn  2d  mf 

47 

166 

2d  &i  33d  Arty 

7 

00 

24 2d  Chaa  Bet 

0 

0 

266th  Chen  Pit 

0 

3 

17th  Mil  Hist  Dot 

0 

0 

234th  Arty  Det 

0 

0 

b.  The  following  is  a  breakout  of  battle  casualties  by  hours 


HOUR 

CAS0ALTIS3 

KHA 

WHA 

HOUR 

CASUALTIgS 

VILA 

M. 

0100 

48 

7 

41 

1300 

535 

~T\ 

274 

0200 

43 

7 

36 

1400 

365 

95 

270 

0300 

30 

4 

26 

1500 

355 

46 

309 

0400 

70 

10 

60 

.  1600 

223 

26 

197 

0500 

52 

4 

48 

1700 

204 

30 

174 

0600 

76 

10 

66 

1800 

-  296 

55 

241 

0700 

193 

37 

156 

1900 

•  179 

’24 

155 

0800 

163 

31 

132 

2000 

62 

'  8 

54 

0900 

208 

19 

189 

2100 

113 

*16 

97 

1000 

302 

66 

23« 

2200 

79 

•5 

74 

1100 

330 

5< 

274 

2300 

108 

11 

97 

1200 

308 

56 

272 

2400 

18 

2 

16 

o*  Tbs  five  aost  oritloal  days  for  battle  oasualtias  wares 

w 


1 

1,  5  Boo '65 

-  170 

-  / 

'i2 

9  Jul  66 

-  150 

, 

13 

12  Wow  65 

-  134’ 

. 

1.4, 

24  fob  66 

a  129 

* 

(51 

11  Apr  66 

-  125 

l  * 

Use  prswalaat  location  of  wounds  . 

iV 

n?T 

tmr 

1 

m 

1088 

T0TA1 

<  OP  CASCAMIB 
.  27.4 

2 

-  Ara 

21 

,787 

808 

19U 

i,3, 

Head 

229 

379 

608 

14.6 

1,4 

Cheat 

.174 

164 

33« 

‘  8.1 

(3 

Bank 

30 

227 

237 

6.1 

(6 

Stoaaoh  1 

’46 

81 

127 

..  3.3 

(7 

Other 

111 

768 

•79 

’  21.1 
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Inoloeur*  10  Operational  Report-jeau-ma  Laamad,  1st  Inf  Dlv,  J1  Jul  66 
Statistical  Analysis  of  4160  Battls  Casual tisa  as  of 
}1  July  1966  (Con't) 

a.  Tha  source  of  vounds  la  broken  out  as  follows 1 


(1] 

SOURCE 

Mortar 

KBA 

182 

WHA 

1011 

TOTAL 

vTT3 

£  0?  CASUALTIES 
28.5 

2 

Kinss 

135 

746" 

879 

21.1 

(3 

Snail  Aims 

232 

588 

820 

19.7 

4 

Booby  Trap 

20 

370 

390 

9.4 

5 

Sniper 

46 

341 

387 

9.3 

(6, 

Other 

53 

438 

491 

11.8 

f,  0 rad as  of  eaaualtias  ara  brokan  out  as  follows 1 


i  0? 

i>  (St 

'f>  (St 

%  OF 

CHAM 

4ES 

CAS 

AES 

£AS_ 

CRAPS 

AUTBj 

CAS 

ATTJH 

£A3_ 

Lt  Col 

41 

4 

9.7 

.09 

E-e 

183 

18 

9.3 

.43 

Maj 

112 

11 

9.8 

.26 

8-7 

358 

78 

21.7 

1.87 

Capt 

338 

55 

16.2 

1.32 

8-6 

1158 

429 

37.0 

10.51 

Lt 

448 

165 

56.5 

3.91 

8-5 

2805 

720 

25.6 

17.30 

to 

166 

11 

6.6 

.26 

8-4 

4881 

864 

17.7 

20.78 

*•9 

37 

6 

16.2 

.14 

8-3-1 

4850 

1801 

37.1 

43.29 

g.  Tha  majority  of  the  battle' oaaualties  ware  sustained  by 
Individuals  possessing  tha  following  MOSi 


TITL1  APTH 
Infantry  and  Amor  6264 
Combat  Engineer  507 
Artillary  1252 
Medioal  611 


CAS 

*  -Qg  ATO 

a  OF  CAS 

3244 

51.6 

77.96 

94 

18.5 

2.25 

177 

14.1 

4.25 

129 

21.1 

3.10 

h.  A  break  out  of  tha  >160  battle  oaaualties  by  situation 
la  as  followst 


3  8  0 

» 

TOA 

2392 

total 

2885 

Defonat 

61 

406 

467 

Convoy 

42 

288 

330 

Patrol 

41 

m 

218 

Base  Area 

3 

98 

101 

In  night 

10 

46 

56 

Oooupy  Aabuah  Sits 

6 

22 

28 

Adaln  Mrt  • 

0 

27 

27 

Attack 

5 

21 

26 

Other 

5 

17 

22 

1.  Tha  following  la  a  breakout  of  nan-battle  oaaualties 
by  month  during  the  peat  six  non  that 


w 

m 

TOTAL 

20 

Mtr 

3 

19 

24 

Apr 

6 

31 

37 

.4 

40 

44 

Jun 

3 

23 

26 

Jul  *• 

4 

44 

4* 

1 
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Incloaurw  10  Operational  Beport-Leaje na  Learned,  1st  Inf  M v,  31  Jul  66 
Statistical  Analyaio  or  4160  Battla  Casual tiaa  aa  of 
31  July  1966  (Cen't) 

j.  Tha  following  ia  a  breakout  of  battla  oaaualtiaa  by 
bos tli  during  tha  paat  six  aonthai 


MONTH 

KHA 

WHA 

TOTAL 

Fab 

79 

483 

"W 

Her 

60 

244 

304 

Apr 

94 

356 

450 

May 

41 

367 

408 

Jun 

85 

348 

433 

Jul, 

62 

378 

460 

k.  Tha  following  la  a  braakout  of  battla  oaaualtiaa  by 
■oath  and  by  souxoa  of  wound « 


MOUTH 

MSB3 

SHALL 

ASMS 

MOBTAB 

BOOBT 

TRAP 

SNIPER 

gTHEB 

TOTAL 

562 

Fab 

122 

123 

192 

48 

53 

24 

Mar 

55 

52 

91 

37 

16 

53 

304 

Apr 

80 

109 

136 

58 

34 

33 

450 

Hay 

115 

33 

70 

49 

24 

117 

403 

Jun 

64 

111 

107 

43 

27 

81 

430 

Jul 

32 

71 

172 

42 

11 

132 

460 

1.  Tha  following  ia  a  braakout  of  battla  oaaualtles  by 
altuatlon  and  souxoa  of  wound t 

SHALL  BOOST 


3ITPATIQB 

SEsa 

-W 

MOBTAB 

TBAP 

SNIPER 

0TH3R 

ssa 

SAD 

540 

841 

323 

251 

331 

2885 

Dafanaa 

37 

65 

210 

15 

59 

61 

467 

Conroy 

192 

36 

51 

28 

18 

5 

330 

Patrol 

79 

42 

21 

19 

14 

43 

216 

Baas  Araa 

7 

10 

55 

2 

18 

9 

101 

In  Flight 

0 

25 

0 

0 

14 

17 

56 

Oooupy  A»» 
buah  Sits 

14 

4 

3 

0 

6 

1 

26 

Adaln  Mrt 

1 

2 

2 

0 

22 

0 

27 

Attack 

4 

11 

7 

0 

4 

0 

26 

Othar 

5 

6 

3 

3 

1 

4 

22 
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laolosure  11  Operational  Beport-LeBBonc  Learned,  lot  Inf  Oiv,  31  Jul  66 
List  of  OfficiAl  Visitors  from  «ut-of-oountry 

1  v*r  66-31  May  66  '  • 

1  Mar  1066 


MAJOR  GENERAL  GEORGS  I.  JOBSITES,  USARPAC,  fl-3  ■  . 

Gmaeral  orientation  visit,  with  snphaala  on  taotiosl  operations  sad 
Fore*  Development. 

7  tfav  1066  ... 

OQUm  L.&.  JONES 
C0L0K2L  F.H.  BUCB 
HR.  O.C.  DALUPA,  OS-15 

hr.  c.e.  mma,  gs-u 

(G.S.  Amy  Aviation  Commas!  Liaison  Teem) 

Determine  aviation  supply  and  maintenance  needs  end  help  to  ioprove 
requisitioning,  packaging  and  replacement  flow  of  sons. 


ILBgJStt 

HONORABLE  HWARD  C.  CAUAUAT,  Congressmen  (B-Go) 

HONORABLE  DONALD  BUHSFHU),  Congressman  (R-lll) 

HR.  HSRBSa  RDHBACU 

(Staff  administration,  Congressional  Subcommittee  on  Military 
Operations)  To  obtain  first  hand  observation  of  D.S.  Foroes  at 
lowest  possible  level.  Orientation  visit. 

13  JiaJ2£& 

BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HAL  D.  HeCOVIN,  USA,  Director  Vietnam  Support  Sapeditiag 
Task  Faroe,  Of  floe  of  tbs  Secretary  of  Defense. 
mmuiff.  j.a,  jcsqlsr 

UIOTBUKT  COLONEL  WHUAK  STORM  HI,  DS1C, 

to  discuss  current  sad  fitter*. resource  support  problems  and  discuss 
civilian  casualties. 

tl  Ikff -1966 

GENERAL  DUIGHT  2.  BEACH,  Ctmanding  Gsnarol,  ON  Cntimand  Korea  and 
Cnmwndlng  General,  fith  U.S.  An y 
MAJOR  GENERAL  J.H.  SL3LDQN,  Chief  Any  Advisory  Group,  Korea 
OOmffEL  A.J t  CA3TA3U,  Chief  Marina  Advisory  Group,  Korea 
UDTBUm-  OCamSL  3.1.  LEGGETT,  Aid*-D»-Cm»p,  General  Beooh 

Orientation  vlelt.  .  v 

anKLim 

MAJOR  GENERAL,  THE  HONORABLE,  MILES  FRANCIS  FXTZALAN  HOUARD,  COE,  X, 
Director  of  Unnugeaent  and  Support  of  Intelligence  Ministry  of 
Defense,  United  Kingdom. 

CAPTAIN  T.B.  HOMAN,  Britiah  fcyal  Kcny  .  r 

-  Orientation  visit. 

fcitaj 3tt  "...  .  •*  -  ;  Y  • 

•»  a*  *  *  I,  • 

MAJOR  QBBRAL  V.R.  PEERS,  8ACSA,'  JCS  .a* 
colons,  B.R.  won,  m,  mu»  of  rama,  jos 
CAPTAIN  JJL  BOWBL.  Oai,  Qffioe'df  3ACSA,J0S  ' 

- 1.  Orientation  Visit.  TO  observe  hyOpe,  Political  Usrfsre  sad  QMe 
AeUem  operatise  in  the  let  Infantry  Division. 

.  .  . ...  fS^mufiTisniff 


w 


Iiiolofur*  11  Operational  Rsport-Lcasoim  Isorned,  1st  Inf  Dir,  31  Ail  66 
List  of  Official  Vial  tori  from  out-of-oountry  (Con't) 


13  Mar  1066 

KjUOB  GUfSRAL  BHDCi  S.  KENDALL,  Deputy  flomandlng  Qaaaral  Designate, 

mans 

OQLOHEL  PAUL  A.  FISHER 
CAPTAIN  R.W.  HBALT 
smmrt  major  am  c.  Roberts 

Orientation  visit  for  newly  assigned  DOG  Designate  for  U3ARZIS 
with  emphasis  on  0-4  aapacta, 

21 

LIHJTINAST  COLONEL  R0B3KT  A.  dDKK,  Representing  the  Conzaandcnt  of  the 
D.S.  Army  Infantry  School.  Tb  Identify,  through  personal  contacts 
and  on- the- scene  observations,  the  current  needs,  of  USAIS  students 
who  are  being  trained  for  duty  in  Vietnam. 


MAJOR  GENERAL  CARL  C.  TURNER,  Provost  Marshal  General,  DA 
LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  HBOS  H.  TOFTS,  DA  Escort 
MAJOR  JACK  0.  PBDSrr,  DA 

To  identify  requirements  for  DA  support  Of  Provost  Marshal  activities, 
control  of  bloeknhrkatesring,  and  handling  of  PQtf'ot 

I  Juno  1966  -  30  June  1966 

II  Jime  1966 

LIEUTENANT  G2JERAL  JAMES  H.  POLK,  ACSforDA 
LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  D.L.  CSLLNICHT,  Office  of  ACSforDA 
LISnSKANT  OOLCREL  R.N.  MACK1NKAN,  Office  of  ACSforDA 
UEOTENJUrr  COLONEL  T.B.  PUNR,  Office  of  ACSforDA 
LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  v.H.  HEBRX  JR.,  Office  of  ACSforDA 
MAJOR  R.E.  BUQULTB,  Of  floe  of  ACSforDA 

PUrthersnoe  of  Any  support  of  operational  requirements,  particularly 
in  tbs  areas  of  airmobile  operations,  logistic  units,  Aray  Aviation, 
operational  and  organisational  oonoepts  of  IDS. 

MR  A.J.  UKLAItARE,  Under  Secretary  of  foreign  Affairs  for  far  end  South¬ 
eastern  Affairs,  United  Kingdom. 

MR.  SOTS,  TOUTED  KINGDOM  hubaasedor  to  Vietnam 

Briefing  on  G-5  activities  in  TBC  DAD  MOT  area  and  visit  major  AREN 
unite. 

11  June  1966 

(MORAL  J.P.  OGLLXKS,  (Ret)  President  Americas  Rad  Chose 
ML  ROBOT  0.  LAOS,  OB-17,  Vloe-Preeldeot  Amerloan  lad  thraea 
ML  RARKI  hoCCUOBS,  Director  ARC,  Southeast  Asia 

Reoaivm  orientation  of  Bed  (hose  eotivitiee  is  the  let  Infntry 
Division. 


MR.  IRgDR  L.  CBAXTT,  toeutlve  Seoretery  of  the  Society  of  the  let  , 
Infantry  Division. 

To  dieooae  the  Society  earn  ameiat  mimbere  of  thm  1st  laftttay 
Division  tb  complete  pi  mas  mov  undap  My  by  the  ioaiotr  bo  honor 
persoumol  Mo  are  fighting  la  VLetnmal 

s’ V'  v*.*  :  •  *  . 
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Xnoloeure  11  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  31  Jul  66 
List  of  Official  Visitors  fron  out-of-country  (Con't) 

11  /IBM  1966 

HR., ROBERT  H.  HUBBOUOH,  Ohio  candidate  for  U.S,  House  of  Representatives, 
Visit  0.5.  Forces  to  obtain  first  hand  Information  sad  meet  oooetlt- 
uents. 

.  >>• 

COLONEL  B.L.  JOHNSON  JR.,  USAF,  USSTRICCSI 
COLONEL  midi  PBSSHUCK,  USAF,  USSTRIOOM 
LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  R..,\  HAHSI,  USA,  USSTRIOOCi 

major  p.j.  opirr,  USA,  ussnaoou 

Study  on  airlift  data  (ALOC)  and  oharaoterlstlcs  of  on  load  end  off 
load  of  aircraft  end  problem  areas. 

JM 

REVEREND  CALVIN  THIEIMAN,  Minister  of  Montreat  Presbyterian  Church, 
Montreat,  B.C. 

RSVERBtO  FATHER  DANIEL  LIONS,  3.J.,  Professor,  Gonsaca  University, 

Spokane,  Hash 

CAPTAIN  LOYD  V.  lOCHO,  CSN,  Office  Secretary  of  Defense 

'  Visit  Military  Civic  Action  Activities  in  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
area. 

26JBUU366  -H- 

MR,  COLMER,  special  Assistant  t>  the. JPrsaidant  on  Pacification 
To  see  LAM  SON  II  operation  end  talk  to  action  people. 

aj&BRJSft  t  v 

MAJOR  QSfERAL  ARTHUR  S.  COILINS  JR.,  CG,  4th  Infantry  Division  . 

LIEUTaUNT  COLONEL  HTCBJM,  4th  Infantry  Division  Staff  ; 
wmmmt  COLONEL  BS&CX,  4th  Infontiy.  Division  Staff 
ummm  COLONEL  BRA!!!,  4th  Infantry  Division  Staff 

10  gain  first  hand  information  of  current  situation.  - 

28  June  1966 

BRIGADIER  GENERAL  G.V.  TOBIAS,' CO,  Philippine,  FttilF 

COLONEL  BAN 2012,  DCO,  Philippine,  FUttF 

LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  ZAGALA,  Construction  Group  Sorvf»'  Offloar 

MAJOR  DI20N,  Ahglneer 

MAJOR  ZEtUSAE,  tkgiltMT 

CAPTAIN  MACHO,  Aide-De-Ceap  '• 

COLONEL  LOON2X,  JUSJAG,  Philippines 
OOHKAKDKS  JHLBRINGEi>  MHO,  Philippines  - 
Luomm  COLONEL  HDflC,  Asst  JUSttfl,  Philippines  •••' 

MAJOR  OQDY,  VUNAO  end  Korean  LRO  ■ 

Seoelve  orientation  briefing  from  let  Infantry  Division  and  ROC 
construction  croup.  Disonsa  tilth  UJWRCEV,  G-3  the  procedures 
for  coecrdl nation  of  firs’  support,  area  security,  end  ether  tactieel 
ppooeduree  In  in  Corpf  lOetlcel  tone.  „ 
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1  July  1966  -  31  July  1966 

3Ma,19tt 


MAJOR  C2JKRAL  KTCHA2L  S.  DAVISON,  Couosndant,  USAC4GCS  (Daoignate) 

To  obasm  operations  and  conduct  discussion  with  Field  Co  wonders 
relative  to  tha  responsibilities  of  the  Conmondont,  US  Amy  C£OC3 
and  CO,  Combined  Aria  Group,  CDC. 

oaustt 

REPRESENTATIVE  ROMAN  C.FUONSKI,  (D-IU) 

tmssmam  w:o  memo,  (o-v^o) 

Visit,  briefing  and  tour  1st  Division  area.  See  civic  action  and 
aid  programs.  Tali  to  troops  and  neat  constituents. 

COLONEL  JACK  T.  PINS,  Director  of  Arty  Education  and  Morale  Sup.iort 
Directorate,  Deportment  of  the  Amy 
MAJOR  DONALD  W.  CHRISTENSON,  Plans  and  Requirements  Officer 
MISS  AOtSS  P.  CRAUTORD,  GS-14,  Chief  Ubrericn 
JOSS  ESTER  WALSH,  G3-12,  Assistant  Service  Club  Director 
MISS  1LU3NE  T2ETSEL,  OS-12,  Asaistont  Direotor  Orafta  Drench 

Department  of  the  Any  Special  Servioe  Team  oonduot  a  survey  of  the 
Special  Servioe  Facilities,  progress,  and  reeroational  activities  in 
tha  Republic  of  Vietnam.  > 

jaMsjato 

MR.  CARL  ORLANDO,  US  Amy  EUctronioa  Coaocnd,  New  Material  introductory 

Team 

MR.  *143  PATTERSON,  Team  lumber 
MR.  JOHN  CAMEL,  Them  Koober 
CUD  aiSjOUD  WILSON,  Them  Member 

Present  briefing  on  the  AN/TSQ-43  (Taotloal  Imagery  Interpretation 
Facility). 

19  Ml  1966 

MR.  SOZO  NATO,  Former  Minister  of  Defense ,  Jovian 
To  observe  Divio  Action  prograna. 


COLONEL  JAMES  K.  TERRI,  USAODC,  Combined  Arms  Qroup 
OQLONRL  B.C.  CAMPBELL,  UK),  USARPAC  frva  CDO 

To  di souse  doctrinal  matters  and  to  coordinate  odleotion  of 
opwatimal  data  required  by  HQ,  USAODC. 

2LMzJ9tt  ’  ’ 

PROFESSOR  BBOQT  QSSUOER,  fecial  Assistant  to  tbo  President  . 
So  dl  souse  international  affairs  as  they  pertain  to  Vietnam. 


a  Mi  1966  ■-  ■■*■■■  ■ 

OBQSAL  J08HX.  WATERS,  OfflCCSAHPAC  .•>  ,  .u  f-i- 

UDDTBUNT  OQLCnL  B.S.  TUXTCHELL,  AIK  v . 
mourn  MAJOR  F.H.  WICEHAM,  Omend  Sergeant  Major 
rrrrmrt  p,p,  nsitf  (&.  Jhoort) 

ixanauir  combe.  f.j.  soar  (usarpac  ud) 

,  Rea  live  an  an  date  briefing  covering  msts  ainoe  Us  last  briaflag 
in  March  1966. 
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30  July  1966 

suataim  ii£jOB  T.L.  COBOL  , 

licking  the  preaantation  of  the  Sobol  award. 

31  Mt-1866 

I 

77th  Bcwbtr  ttLnff 
UmSWtn  CCL0S2L  w.o.  ooohs 

MAJOR  L.  TAT® 

MAJOR  H.C.  STOVAL 
CAPTAHJ  SffITH 

caraifl  HARiacza _ 

master  memn  mbrrell 

234th  Boober  Wing 
XJ3DTEHAHT  OOLOHEL  DAVIS  > 

MAJOR  D0P0N7 
CAPTAIN  OADUBAH 
0AF3AH  HDD 

CAPtUH  BIGGS  i 

MA8Z3R  KBGSAST  SMITH 

To  nor*  oloeely  identify  the  contribution  made  by  ARCMOBt  Strikea 
to  the  total  0.3.  effort  la  K S3. 

I 
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HEADQUARTERS 

1ST  XUPAHTHT  DIVISION  ABTILLEaT 
APO  OS  Foroe*  96345 

SUBJECT i  After-action  Report-ffcu  Loi  Pacification  Task  Poroe- 
Hamlat  Development  Program 

TO  1  Sm  Dietribution 

1.  Refereno*«  let  Infantry  Division  OPLAK  10-66  (Lsaaon  II ) 

2.  The  Phu  Loi  Pacification  Task  Force  oenduoted  ita  first 
"County  Pair"  and  haolet  aaaroh  op* ration  beginning  260300  May  66. 

'tty  1600  hr*  the  Task  Fore#  had  oomplatad  a  oonpxehenaive  effort  to 
attack  •■JO  inf ras true tur*  while  attaining  a  payohologloal  initiative 
with  the  population.  While  the  two  hanleta  were  being  a torched, 
the  vlllagara  were  oolleoted  near  the  center  of  the  hamlets.  Bex* 
they  were  aoreened,  and  mof«d  to  the  Hamlet  Pair  area.  While  all 
aalea  between  the  age*  of  13-45  were  taken  to  the  National  Polio* 

Hqa.  for  further  reoords  check.  The  appro rioat ely  2000  people 
reaelniii;  In  the  hamlet  were  moved  into  a  Hamlet  Fair  area.  Her* 

16  teams,  plua  the  village,  Dietriot  and  Pro vino#  Chief*  vert  uaed 
to  explain  the  purpose*  of  the  operation,  feed  and  control  the 
orowd,  and  obtain  intelligence  information. 

3.  attentive  meaaurea  were  taken  to  allay  the  fearo  of  the 
people  and  explain  the  reasons  for  the  aearoh  operation,  entertainment 
and  pay  activities,  offioial  speeches,  rice  distribution,  medioal 
asalstanoe,  intelligence  interrogations,  records  eheoka,  VC  appre¬ 
hensions  and  feeding  and  on  the  spot  compensation  for  damage.  All 
these  contributed  to  impressing  the  hamlet  residents  that  goveaomant 
forces,  aaaiated  by  the  C3,  were  determined  to  oonduot  a  strong  but 
fair  campaign  to  permanently  destroy  VC  influence  in  the  Dinh  Phu- 
Binh  Fhuoo  area.  After  several  Initial  control  problems  wars  solved 
on  the  spot,  this  portion  of  tha  operation  proceeded  satisfactorily, 

4*  The  primaay  aocomplishmsnt  was  the  demonstration  of  an 
effeotive  technique  to  bring  the  government,  including  neoessaqr 
foroe  to  initiate  law  and  order,  to  a  oentaated  hamlet.  Without  the 
oordon  end  aearoh  the  operation  would  have  been  merely  a  festival. 
Without  tha  "Hamlet  Pair"  tha  operation  would  have  been  another 
"polio*  aotlon".  Together,  the  effort  wa*  a  useful  means  of  beginn¬ 
ing  a  paoifioatlon  drive.  All  participant*,  US  and  ABVN,  war*  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  demonstrated  potential.  In  addition  to  the  effort* 
of  polio*  to  speed  neoessaiy  checks,  other  gestures  of  oonosm  had  a 
vi sable  effect  on  the  crowd  aa  tha  day  progressed.  People  relaxed, 
ate,  and  began  to  talk  among  thaaaolvas,  and  laft  in  a  generally 
frimdly  mood. 

5.  Problems  areas  enoovntered  by  tha  Task  Pore*  and  assorted 
oivil  and  military  unit*  were  defined  at  several  critiques  attended 
by  all  PVN,  ABVN  and  US  staff  and  command  elements  involved.  A 
detailed  listing  of  these  problems  and  solutions  is  attaohad  Appendix 
1.  Bmphaala  is  0 mitered  primarily  on  CS/Vietnamaaa  coordination  and 
tha  leak  of  understanding  of  functions  and  relationship*  within  tha  • 
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operation.  In  addition,  several  essential  items  of  equipment  end 
operating  techniques  were  identified.  The  experience  gained  in  this 
operation  provides  the  basis  for  positive  improvements  in  the  next 
Bamlet  flair. 

t 

flOB  ®ta  COMMANDER i  ■> 


DSSTKmmOKi  , 

Speoial 

5  -  5th  ARVN 

5  -  Mnh  Duong  Seotor 


"A  THUS  COW 

WILLIAM  L  PONDER  JB  U 
Major,  Artillery 


/s/rfillington  J  Striokfadan 
/t/raxmOTOH  J.  STRIClui1  JD1® 
Major  Artillery 

Adjutant 


.1  * 
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APPBTOEC  1  TO  "HAUL ST  PAM"  APT!.!  AC  ?IOT  -  PROBLEM  ABBAS  ABB 
STATISTICS  SmCtAHT 


1,  The  following  problem  areas  In  the  oonduot  of  the  paoifi- 
oatlon  operation  were  identified  by  Binh  Huong  ProTinoe,  5th  ABVH 
Division,  1IACV  Advisory,  and  Paoifloation  Task  Poroe  personnel  end 
a  oonbined  oxitique  oonduoted  at  Binh  Jkuag  Sector  Headquarters, 

a.  Planning  Phaaei 

(l )  Problem  Difficulty  in  identifying  end  orienting 
all  individuals,  both  US  and  Vietnamese,  who  were  to  be  actually 
involved  in  accompli thing  the  planning  and  execution  of  the  operations, 

b.  Search  Phase I 

(1 )  Problem  Ihsuffioent  nunber  of  sosxoh  dogs  to 
aoooapany  search  team. 

Solution!  Tha  nunber  of  dog  teens  available  will 
be  dependmt  on  the  number  of  eoaroh  areas  in  a,  particular  haslet* 

Ae  a  general  rule  two  (2  j  dog  teams  should  bo  assigned  directly  to 
each  group  of  5  «  10  search  taase, 

(2)  Problem  Lack  of  flashlights  for  inspaotlng 

tunnels. 

Solution!  It  will  bo  the  responsibility  of  the 
search  element  chain  of  ooanand  to  insure  that  a  flashlight  ia 
assigned  to  each  search  team  prior  to  the  operation. 

(3)  Problem'  Search  CP  operation  was  hampered  by 
overflow  end  arcs  oongaation  from  Baalst  Develop* ant  Pair  aits  and 
inadequats  oonaunioations, 

(a)  Solutions  The  search  ooaaand  post  will  bs 
plaoed  in  a  location  so  oongaation  la  net  oauaed  by  vwhiolea,  oivil-  . 
lane,  or  VO  euspoota  being  proo eased  or  interrogated, 

(b)  The  Searoh  CP  will  have  adequate  communications 
with  all  search  leaders  as  well  aa  Fair  offiolala. 

(o)  Sactor  will  provide  PRC-6' s  to  not  with  search 
control  headquarters. 

(4)  Problem  Search  teas*  were  not  trained  in  searoh 
teas  techniques. 

Saltations  i 

(a)  v It  will  bo  th#  responsibility  of  the  Motional 
Polio#  to  inatrcot  all  perconnal  of  tha  search  taans  in  pwpar 
methods  of  searching. 

.  (b)  Rehearsals  will  be  scheduled  on  leoal  houses 
to  insure  March  taans  an  nwapa  of  their  rwpoaslhil^tlee. 


(o)  A  bheOk  list  will  be  available  for  eaoh  house 
to  insure  that  all  areas  of  tha  search  bava  been  oonduoted.:  It  uill 
be  the  responsibility  of  the  area  tans  chief  to  pare  enallyina  pact 
the  ohaek  list  at  each  house,  (CheokXiqt  attached)  as  eeoh  bones  la 
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searched,  It  vill  be  given  *  number  applicable  to  a  number  system  on 
*  master  overlay  to  the  aearoh  command  post.  Booh  search  team  ohiaf 
will  insure  marlring  material  is  available. 

(d)  It  will  be  the  responsibility  of  eaoh  aearoh 
team  leader  to  know  his  exaot  location  at  all  times  in  accordance 
with  the  master  overlay. 

O.  Assembly  Area  Phase. 

(l )  Problem i  Adequate  control  of  the  population. 

(a)  It  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  national 
Polios  to  establish  screening  teams  in  the  assembly  area  for  those 
men  being  evacuated  to  the  National  Polioe  end  those  being  taken  to 
the  Pair,  loudspeakers  will  bs  available  from  pay  war  units  to 
assist  la  this  oontrol, 

(b)  National  Polioe  units  will  also  insure  that 
oontrol  is  present  for  movements  of  the  population  from  the  assembly 
area  to  the  Pair. 

(o)  Engineer  tape  should  be  used  to  anoirole  the 
entire  assembly  area  os  well  as  the  County  Pair. 

(d)  RP/PF  foross  should  secure  area. 

(a)  Loudspeakers  should  bs  used  to  explain  to 
oiviliana  why  the  man  between  1 5—45  are  being  taken  to  National  Folios 
Headquarters.  They  should  state  that  they  will  return  as  soon  aa 
possible. 

2.  Problem  Air  and  ground  loudspeakers  did  not  broadoaut 
the  same  text. 

Solution!  Sinou  a  sufficient  number  of  ground  units  are 
available,  ground  elements  only  will  bs  used. 

A.  Hamlet  Pair  Riaee. 

(1)  Prof  eat  Pair  operations  require  an  OIG. 

Solu.ioni  Tietriot  Chief  is  in  oha rge  of  the 
search  and  Pair  operation!  the  Seotor  8-5  will  be  dixeotly  responsible 
for  the  Pair  operations.  A  parallel  OS  chain  of  ooaaund  sill  be 
formed. 

(2)  Problem!  A  requirement  cadets  for  better  oontrol 
end  coordination  of  the  hamlet  fair  area. 


Solutions i 

(a)  A  fair  coordination  and  oontrol  point  trill  be 
established  and  Banned  by  the  Afiflf  010  end  08  representatives  to 
coordinate  the  over  all  aotivltlee  and  to  facilitate  imnedlete  reaction 
to  problaas. 


(b)  Each  station  within  the  hamlet  fair  area  should  . 
have  ABUT  and  09  representatives  in  change  responsible  to  the  AIW 
end  88  010  for  oontrol  end  coordination* 
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(o)  All  perso.'-nel  in  the  haalet  fair  area  oust 
Initially  b*  briefed  in  detail  by  the  ARVH  OIC  as  to  the  procedures 
to  be  followed  and  activities  available  in  the  fair  area. 

(d)  A  pro  "ran  will  be  prepared  covering  the 
aehedule  of  fair  aotivitiee. 

(e)  aigineer  tape  and  rope  will  be  uaed  to  aaeiat 
in  oen troll Ins  noveaent  between  etationa. 

(f )  Whan  the  people  are  releaaed  to  the  fair  area 
they  will  be  sub-divided  into  initial  troupe. 

(5)  Problem  Tendency  of  people  to  leave  the  fair  area 
prior  to  oo tuple t ion  of  the  aearch. 

,  (4)  Problem  The  ID  and  969  area  tends  to  dlatraot  the 
people  fxoa  the  root  of  the  aotivitiee  in  the  haalet  fair  area* 

Solutions  1 

(a)  Detailed  explanation  of  the  969  and  ID  area 
ehonld  be  aooonpllahed  by  the  Diet riot  Chief  in  the  Assembly  Area. 

(b)  The  969  and  ID  area  ahould  be  cordoned  off  fioa 
the  rent  of  the  Haalet  Pair • etationa  with  adequate  AHVN  guard  and  con¬ 
trol  personnel  present, 

(0)  A  aegment  of  the  people  in  the  assembly  area 
ahould  be  designated  for  the  969  and  ID  oaxd  stations.  The  remainder 
of  the  people  will  be  freo  to  take  part  in  the  other  aotivitiee  in  the 
Baalet  fair  area  until  auoh  tine  as  they  are  required  to  enter  the 
96 9- lb  area. 


(5)  Problem  Inauffioient  number  and  type  of  stations 
in  tha  haalst  fair  area. 

Solution!  Tha  AHW/US  staff  ahould  inoreaaa  toe 
number  end  type  etatione  for  eaoh  activity  dependent**)  tha  population 
density. 

(6)  Problem  Overcrowding  of  the  entertainment  area  by 
AKVJT  and  S3  soldiers  end  National  Polioe. 

Solutions  1 

(a)  It  will  bo  the  responsibility  of  the  010  (DS) 
of  the  Haalst  fair  area  to  insure  that  03  soldia  re  stay  away  fron  tha 
Haalst  fair  area  and  parti oularly  the  antartainaont  etationa  unless 
absolutely  nooaaaaxy. 

(b)  Tha  010  (ABW)  of  tha  Haslat  Pair  area  ’fill 
insure  that  AHTH  soldiers  not  mingle  with  the  villagers  within  tha  falx 
area  usd  ass  absolutely  necessary. 

(0)  National  Polios  offlolalo  will  Insure  that 
oast  are  of  Hattons!  Polios  search  tsaas  stay  within  their  en»M  of 
reepooaibillty  sad  out  of  tho  Haalst  fair  area.  Those  National  holloa 
assigned  to  the  fair  perimeter  guard  will  not  leave  their  pests  to 
■Ingle  with  tho  villagers  unless  celled  fox  by  tho  laalot  Pair  Officials. 
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(d)  All  tron  a  w'll  be  briefed  on  thie  problaa 
prior  to  movement  to  the  target  .cea. 

(7)  Problem!  There  ie  a  need  for  a  clearly  defined 

relief  area. 

Solution!  Two  latrine  aoreens  for  male  and  female 
will  be  located  adjacent  to  the  Hamlet  Pair  area  and  appropriately 

aarked* 

o«  Miscellaneous. 

(1)  Problem!  Vehioles  loaded  with  perishable  iqarket 
goods  were  detained  in  the  hamlet  area  resulted  in  spoilage* 

Solution! 

(a)  After  the  hamlet  area  is  sealed*  all  vehioles 
trying  to  enter  the  area  should  not  be  allowed  to  enter* 

(b)  Personnel  with  perishable  goods  on  hand  oould 
be  given  priority  to  prooess  through  the  969  van  and  temporary  TO  oard 
stations  and  allowed  to  depart  the  area. 

(0)  The  histriot  Chief  did  pay  compensation  for 
those  items  that  spoiled  during  the  day  of  the  Hamlet  Pair*  He  will 
continue  to  pay  villagers  for  this  spoilage, 

(2)  Problem!  AR7N  and  US  vehioles  blocked  the  road 
along  the  Hamlet  Pair  area. 

Solution!  Parkings  area  should  be  specified  for 
ARW  and  U3  vehioles  and  should  b«t  located  away  from  the  Hamlet  Pair 
area.  Only  vehicles  essential  for  the  hamlet  Pair  operations  will  bo 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  area, 

2.  STATISTICAL  SDMMABYi 

. a.  National  Polioe. 

(1)  Total  screened  294  .  > 

(2)  "VC  Cadre  captured  2  * 

(3)  ARVN  deserters  3 

(4)  Tunnels  2  „ 

b.  969  Van  Interviewed  420 

■  ;  '  :• 

e.  HSDCAP  750  ( ' 

d.  Materials  Distributed.  .  \ 

(1)  Rloe  (kilos)  1000 

(2)  Candy  (oases)  8  *. 

(3)  kllk  (oans)  620  * 

'  3 
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e»  Psychological  Opex  iio  j. 

(1)  Leaflets  (tot.4  76,000-96$) 

(a)  Airbropped  in  operation  art*  36,000. 

(b)  Hand  Distributed  (including  route* )  40,000. 

(2)  Other  printed  material. 

(a)  "Support  AH7H"  poster*  500. 

(b)  "Why  your  man  are  in  the  Army"  300. 

(o)  "Why  fight  the  70"  300. 

(d)  "Defeat  the  70"  booklet  300; 

(e)  OVH  song  book  306. 

(f)  Honolulu  Conference  3 00 

(3)  Audio  Comuni  oat  ions. 

(a)  ?aoe  to  fooat  2,000  people,  continuous 
operations  0  hours  40  minutes,  alternating  8  Psy./ar  and  entertainment 
units. 

(b)  Loudspeaker  shipi  5  hamlets  in  B,  0 
areas  OPLAH  10-66  2  hours,  |20  minutest  Curfew  regulations. 

..  I  ■  * 
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Appendix  8  (Checklist  for  House  Sear oh)  to  AFT3B  ACTION  HSP0RT 
CHECKLIST  FOB  BOOSE  SEARCH 
BOOSE  HPMBSR 

SEARCH  PARTI  BOBBER _ 


1. 

House  oheoked  Inside? 

YesQ 

Ho 

o 

2* 

Bouse  oheoked  outside? 

Ho 

a 

3. 

Carage  or  storage  area 
oheoked? 

? -□ 

No 

a 

4. 

Outside  wooded  area 
oheoked? 

Y..O 

No 

o 

5. 

Pro-Government  in  house  . 
or  surrounding  area? 

YesQ 

No 

rH 

is. 

Pro- VC  indications  in 
house  or  surroundings? 

YesCU 

Ho 

a 

7«  Tunnels 

Is  Depth  of  tunnel  or 
oave? 

2.  Number  of  aide 
passages? 

3.  Cheoked? 

4«  Requires  Bog  Team 


dzi  dutfu  tS 

IM  Q  No 


9  VIIh  bottoaio 
oheoked? 


Yes  C2  No  Q 


2.  Requires  mine-  .  _ 

deteotor  oheok?  Tee  I  |  Ho  1  i 


9.  Waterholea 

1*  Humber  of  wetezholes 
oheoked? 


2*  All  mater-hole  . _ _ 

bottoms  oheoked?  Tea  t  1 


cu  cii  db  ch  dn 


3*  Requires  Mins-  , 

deteotor  oheok?  Yes  |  1 


Is.  CD  Ho  Q 
Too  □  Bo  (Z3 

81/BOB  TEAM  OHCT 


POLLOH-CP  OOBX 
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PHU  IiOI  PACIFICATION  TASK  FORCE  • 

ist  nrpjumtr  dtvisior  aktillbet 

APO  VS  Force*  96345 

11  June  1966 

SUBJSCTi  TAR  FJTOOC  KHARH  Operation  Sum imajy 


TOi  See  Distribution 


1»  GKSgSAlt  The  second  major  hamlet  seal  and  search  operation 
r  oonduoted  by  the  Phu  Lot  Pacifioation  Task  Faroe  o entered  on  the  Ten 

Phuoo  Khanh  hamlet  oomplex,  XT884168.  Initial  skepticism  concerning 
the  effectiveness  of  search  operations  was  dispelled  during  the  TF's 
first  operation  In  Binh  Oman,  XT887144.  Combined  US-A2YH  pi  «nn-i 
for  the  aeoond  operation  vent  extremely  well,  and. at  th*  decision 
briefing  given  to  the  commander,  5th  ARVX  Division  and  the  AX,  1st 
Inf  Dtv,  the  ooabined  task  force  was  given  all  the  support  end  forces 
i  required.  As  a  oonseq.uen.ee,  the  task  organisation  expanded  to  inolude, 

1  in  addition  to  1/26  Inf,  A/l/4th  Cav  (+)  and  1st  Inf  Div  ltSBCuF  and 

support  troops,  and  the  2/7  Inf,  5th  Recon  Co,  Psywar,  Civic  Motion, 
end  cultural  teams,  and  the  Division  Band,  all  from  5th  AHYN  Division. 

In  addition,  numerous  Binh  Duong  sector  forces  were  committed  to 
j  inolude 1  262  RF  Cot  265  RF  Co)  Flat. '775  R?  Cot  Sector  Intel  Platoon 1 

Rational  Felloe  Flatoont  RF-PF  Band)  Chieu  Hoi  Squadt  Sector  Cultural 
Team  and  the  Frovinoa  Youth  and  Agricultural  -Servloae.  Six  eeoroh 
dog  teams  were  furnished  by  the  III  Corps  Adv  Cp.  Two  interrogation 
teams  were  furniehed  by  HACV.  Task  organisation  utilisation  i-c  depiotad 
in  appendix  one* 

|  2,  SSODSRCg  OF  ACTIONS « 

I  • 

a.  The  operation  oommenoed  at  011645H  Juno  when  elements  of 
the  1/26  Inf  (-),  with  attached  A/1/4  Cav  (+-)  end  the  ?th  Co,  7th  ARTS 
Segt  initiated  movaaent  to  surround  Tea  Phuoo  Khanh,  XT  884168.  A,  B 
and  C  1/26  conducted  airmobile  assaults  into  IZ's  north,  eaht,  and 
south  of  the  target  axes,  while  the  remaining  elements  moved  by  grand. 
The  rapid  movement  to  seal  the  village,  accomplished  by  2010  hours, 

1  Jun  66,  wss  essential  in  order  to  off-set  the  lose  of  strategio 
surprise  ooeaaioned  by  the  publicity  given  to  the  previous  operation. 

In  order  to  out  off  possible  VC  eeoape  routes  north,  a  night  airmobile 
assault  was-  oonduoted,  landing  A/l/26  Inf  in  blocking  positions  via 
XT883190  at  012220H  June  1966.  .  .. 

b.  At  020605  June  the  2/7  Inf  (-),  ARVH  entered-  Ton  Phuoo  ’ 
Khanh  hamlet  oomplex,  population  approximately  9000,  and  established  , 
cordon  lines  dividing  the  hamlet  into  tlvref  sections.  Binh  Duong 
Frovinoa  search  forces  followed,  and  after  they  had  deployed  through¬ 
out  the  village,  all  sen  ages  15-45  vers  assembled,  with  aecxoh  force  ' 
assistance,  and  moved  to  the  Rational  Polio*  herdquartare  at  Phu  Cuong 
for  screening.  Of  the  total  of  740  sen  screened,  interia  reports  frem 
the  Rational  Folio*  ehowi  29- VC  auapoota.  9-deeerteraj  4  with  falsa  -  - 
Xb  card*,  13- former  VO  (probation  vioulatloa),  and  62-draft  dodgwre. 

All  .  the  above  axe  being  detained  afcRctiouai  Folios  headquarters. 

•  •  l  . 
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o.  After  the  nen  had  departed  the  hamlet,  internal  oordon 
dements  o  hanged  to  divide  the  hr  ml  at  complex  in  half.  All  search 
forces  (three  companies  (+))  were  concentrated  in  the  northern  and 
eastern  portion  of  the  hamlet  and  the  residents  of  thrt  area  were 
moved  to  the  hamlet  festival  area.  After  search  of  the  first  half  of 
the  village  had  been  completed  search  foroes  vere  re-deployed  to  the 
western  half  of  the  haslet  where  they  searched  until  1700  hours.  The 
search  force'-  in  conjunction  with  both  internal  and  external  oordon 
elements,  were  successful  in  apprehending  an  additional  twenty  five 
(2$)  suspects,  to  include  throe  women  carrying  medical  supplies,  and 
ten  mm  hiding  in  hayetaolcs  and  wooded  areas.  Two  tunnels  were  found 
by  attached  soout  dogs. 

d.  At  0208}0  June  the  Binh  Duong  Province  Band  sounded  the 
start  of  the  Hamlet  Festival.  Hamlet  residents  began  arriving  in  the 
area  by  0900  hours  ,  and  were  greeted  by  members  of  the  Binh  Duong 
Bevolutionaxy  Development  Cadre  Team  V*  After  the  5th  ABVN  Band  played 
the  Vietnam ese  National  Anthem,  cultural  teams  ftom  5th  ABVN  Division 
and  province  presented  traditional  danoes  and  pantomimes.  The  Prov¬ 
ince  Chief,  It  Col  Ba,  and  Diotriot  Chief,  Capt  Ihuo,  spoke  to  the 
people  explaining  the  government's  program  and  urging  them  to  the 

GVN  cause.  The  Province  Chief  was  present  throughout  the  day,  talking 
to  elders,  heads  of  households,  and  on  one  ocoaslon  taking  over  the 
Youth  Services  Session.  Detailed  layout  and  lunation  of  the  Hamlet 
Festival  are  depleted  in  Appendix  Three. 

e.  At  the  MSDCAP  elation  1,087  men,  wonen  and  ohildren  vere 
treated  by  medical  and  dental  teams  from  Div  Arty  and  5th  ABVN  l&vision. 
3600  meals  of  hotdogs.  potato  salad,  and  odd  milk  we:.*e  served  by  Task 
Foroe  elements  -  the  people  responded  favorable  to  the  change  in  their 
menu.  The  response  to  the  agricultural  team's  demonstration  of  bulgar 
wheat  preparation  was  squally  impressive.  31x  969  interrogation  tents 
were  utilised.  Of  the  325  individuals  interrogated,  two  were  on  the 
blaokliBt  and  turned  over  to  National  Polios  authorities.  One  of  these 
wae  allegedly  the  VC  village  secretary.  Also  of  note  is  the  fact  that 

a  skatoh  of  Phu  hoi  was  found  on  the  body  of  one  VC  DA.  The  majority 
of  the  persons  questioned  in  969  facilities  were  cooperative  and  in 
numerous  oases  information  concerning  VC  tax  collection,  guerrillas, 
and  cadre  was  offered.  This  information  will  be  exploited.  In  the 
late  afternoon,  VIS  representatives  showed  movies  to  a  sizable  oolleo- 
tion  of  adults  and  children.  The  Hamlet  Festival  was  conduded  at 
1530  hours  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Band  marching  through  the 
town.  After  search  foroes  had  completed  their  assigned  sectors  in 
the  eastern  half  of  the  hamlet  they  were  moved  to  the  western  portion 
of  the  hamlet  where  they  searched  until  1700  hours,  fy  1730  all  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Hamlet  Festival,  and  three  elements  of  the  se&roh  forces, 
the  262  K?  Co,  265  RF  Co,  and  5th  ABVN  Bacon  Co,  had  deared  the  ham¬ 
let.  Tecta  remaining  in  the  Hamlet  Festival  ware  secured  by  the  2/7 
Inf  and  the  Task  Foroe  CP  ares  was  secured  by  the  3eotor  Intell  Platoon. 

f.  During  tha  night  of  2  June  the  1/26  Inf  (+)  continued 
to  sod  the  village  area.  The  following  morning  search  foroes  re¬ 
entered  To a  Hiuoo  Khanh  at  0615  hours  and  der keyed  throughout  the 
weetam  portion  of  the  hamlet  to  once  again  search  that  area  while 
residents  from  that  half  of  the  village  assembled  for  the  second  day 
of  tba  Hamlet  Festival.  The  search  showed  remarkable  success  -  during 
the  itj  48  VOS'  wars  located  in  various  hiding  pi  so  as  throughout  tha 
village,  from  haystacks  and  tuxada  to  woodpiles  and  watch  towns, 
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The  cooperation  of  the  villager*  in  assisting  search  forces  was 
heartening.  At  the  mobile  interrogation  faoility,  one  individual 
volunteered  information  eonoeming  a  VC  hiding  in  a  pottery  foctoryj 
as  a  consequence,  National  Folios  were  successful  in  apprehending  10 
VCS,  Another  villager  indicated  that  4  VC  hiding  near  their  house 
andsearoh  toeaa  were  able  to  oapture  the  sen.  VC  oaptured  inoluded 
two  female  nurses,  one  intelligence  specialist,  too  finance  and 
•eonoagr  cadre,  and  one  call  leader, 

g*  By  the  end  of  two  days,  activities  of  the  haalet  festival 
elements  hod  suooeeded  in  softening  and  ohenging  the  attitudes  of  in¬ 
dividuals  hostile  to  the  government.  Over  2000  people  had  gone  through 
either  theMEDCA?  or  dental  faoility,  a  two  day  total  of  6600  meals  had 
bean  served,  end  1200  bags  of  rioe  had  been  distributed.  The  cadre 
teem  was  extremely  effective  in  controlling  the  movoment  of  people 
within  the  urea  as  well  as  influencing  their  attitudes.  By  introducing 
ths  teams  via  the  haalet  festival,  the  transition  from  primarily  a 
military  presence  to  the  oivilien  aspects  of  revolutionary  development 
is  facilitated.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  the  Pro vinos  Chief  stopped  the 
festival  in  order  to  show  the  people  a  number  of  oaptured  VC  and  wea¬ 
pons.'  Ths  psychological  impact  of  this  presentation  was  iwpreouiva. 

h.  By  ths  olose  of  tha  second  day  of  searching  through  Tan 
Fhuoo  Khanh,  there  was  still  a  substantial  amount  of  intelligence, 
relating  to  TO  yet  hiding  in  the  village,  which  had  not  been  exploited. 
Ae  a  consequence,  it  was  decided  to  extend  tha  operation  further.  At 
040630  June  search  foross  consisting  of  an  Rf  company,  an  intelligence 
platoon,  snd  a  Rational  Folios  platoon  returned  to  the  hamlet  to  con¬ 
duct  searches  in  select  locations.  A  total  of  19  persons  to  inolude 
2  females,  were  apprehended  in  the  village  area.  One  VC  suepeot  was 
brought  to  the  T?  HO  by  villagers  who  found  him  hiding  in  a  wooded 
area,  A  confirmed  VC  led  an  intalligenoe  platoon  to  a  VC  weapons  aaohe 
consisting  of  one  US  M-1  C  rbine,  on#  CKICOM  Carbine,  35  rounds  of 
.30  oal  ammunition,  wab  equipment,  and  VC  tax  oolleotion  statistioa. 

1.  Luring  the  third  day  of  operations,  4  June,  a  total  of 
92  civilians  were  eoreened  within  the  969  interrogation  tents.  One 
woman  who  had  volunteered  information  leading  to  the  apprehension  of 
a  VC  euspeot  hiding  in  a  coffin  was  given  200  SVH.  All  villagers 
appeared  to  be  voiy  cooperative  and  sincere  about  their  answers.  Very 
fear  men  volunteered  to  furnish  information  in  order  to  obtain  a  saok 
of  rioe  and  the  women  questioned  generally  did  not  know  information 
concerning  VC  installations.  Many  women  did,  however,  furnish  num¬ 
erous  names  of  VC  sympathisers  in  tha  Tan  Fhuoo  Khanh  area.  These 
names  were  added  to  existing  "blacklists". 

j.  As  tha  day's  operation  olosed,  it  was  evident  that  the 
olvilian  population  truly  wanted  to  assist  friendly  units  securing 
their  village.  Many  individuals  spoke  of  VC  harassing  tactics  in  the 
village  end  stated  that,  if  they  had  suffioient  security,  many  more 
people  would  oom  to  live  there. 

k.  The  Fbu  Lot  Paoifioation  Task  Force  completed  seel  and 
search  operations  in  the  Tan  Fhuoo  Khanh  area  on  5  June  with  e  search 
of  T!on  Hhut  hamlet,  XT685176.  At  0400  hours,  elements  of  l/?6  Inf  (a) 
end  ?th  Co,  7th  fiegt  ARVN  moved  from  night  patrol  baste  to  seal  off 
tha  hamlet  area.  One  platoon,  1/26  Inf,  was  kept  aloft  in  helicopters 
should.  VC's  be  seen  leaving  the  area.  At  0610  hours,  search  forces 
alsiMat*  from  Blah  Duong  mitered  the  hamlet,  assembled  the  mb  for 
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transport  to  tho  national  Police  Headquarter*  at  Phu  Cuong  and,  ono* 
the  woaan  and  children  had  left  their  dwellings  for  the  hamlet  fes¬ 
tival  area,  convene od  searching  of  the  area.  The  search  was  com¬ 
pleted  by  1200  hours,  and  from  the  meagre  results,  it  was  dour  that 
the  Wet  Cong  living  in  the  area  had  departed  while  the  Task  Pores 
was  operating  in  Tan  Phuoo  Khanh  proper.  A  number  of  women  questioned 
at  the  969  teats  indicated  that  small  groups  of  VC  (2-5 )  hod  passed 
through  the  village  headed  north  when  Tan  Pbudo  Khanh  was  surrounded. 

1.  The  Tan  Phuoc  Khanh  operation  was  concluded  at  1?00 
hours  on  5  June  when  the  last  elements  of  search  and  hamlet  festival 
forces  had  oleared  the  area.  As  the  results  oited  above  and  the 
statistics  noted  in  Appendix  Two  indicate,  the  operation  was  a  sig¬ 
nificant  success.  A  VO  review  of  the  operation  estimated  a  50/'  lose 
to  their  capability  and  a  two  month  period  required  for  recuperation. 

5.  CONCLUSION 1  ; 

a.  Varying  the  time  for  surrounding  the  village  area  enabled 
the  Task  Force  to  gain  tactical  surprise. 

b.  Internal  cordon  forces  as  used  in  this  operation  must 
he  olosely  supervised  to  be  effeotive.  There  was  a  tendency  for  in¬ 
ternal  cordon  elements  to  permit  flow  of  traffio  and  women  between 
the  two  halves  of  the  village. 

0.  Search  forces  must  be  carefully  instructed  on  thoir 
duties.  A  number  of  search  teams  performed  their  assigned  tasks  in 
on  exemplary  matter;  others  however  forgot  flashlights  end  search 
checklists  and  did  not  report  the  looations  of  houses  in  whioh  VCS 
were  found.  With  the  prolonged  search  period  of  three  days,  this 
disadvantage  was  overcome. 


d.  Interrogation  of  the  VCS  within  the  Task  Force  CP  looa- 
tion  often  was  hampered  by  unauthorised  spectators  and  occasionally 
by  improper  techniques.  Prisoners  were  not  isolated  from  their  cohorts 
when  interrogated,  and  in  addition,  the  flow  of  information  between 
the  national  Polios  HQ's,  the  969  vans,  and  the  UW  area  was  not  ae 
rapid  aa  is  desirable. 


e.  The  recording  end  display  of  information  within  the  Task 
Foroe  and  search  headquarters  lagged  the  actual  operation  consider¬ 
ably.  Though  this  did  not  hamper  the  execution  of  plena,  it  did  . 
oeuse  delay  in  the  obenging  of  instructions.  Closer  coordination 
within  the  combined  staff  should ' overcome  this  difficulty. 

■,  t 

f.  introduction  of  the  oadre  to  the  people  via  the  hamlet 
festival  facilitates  the  transition  from  a  primarily  military  pxesanoe 
to  the  ol vlllen  aspeota  of  the  pacification  p^gmam. 

g.  Displaying  VC  weapons  end  captives. at  the  Hamlet 
Partival  is  aa  effeotive  psychological  technique  for  alienating  the 
Viet  Cong  from  the  popuiaoe. 

X  ’'I  '  .  *'  •  5  .  '  ,/■>. 
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Appendix  Ono  (Teak  Organisation  Utilise  tior)  To  Tun  Fhuoo  Khanh 
Operation  Suasazy 


Brtarnal  Cordon 

1/26  Infantry 

7th  Co,  7th  Baft  ABVN 

A  Troop,  1/4  Car  (-) 

TK  Plat,  1/4  Car 

Ihtarnal  Cordon 

2/7  Infantry  (-),  ABVN 

3aaroh  Force, 

262  HP  Co 
265  BP  Co 

5th  Beoonnaiasanoa  Co 

Intel  Plat,  2/7  Inf 

Intel  Plat,  Binh  Duong 

HP  Plat,  Binh  Duong 

VTTT  Squad,  Binh  IXiong 

Search  Dog  Tna,  III  Corpa 

Tunnel  DeaO  Tm,  26 6  OIL  Dot.  (U,3.) 

PAT  PLat,  Cadre  Group  IT 
Plat,  775  HP  Co. 

5th  ABVN  Band 

RF-FP  Band,  Binh  Duo tig 

Cultural  Tb,  5th  ABVN 

Cultural  Tn,  Binh  Duong 

CA  fas,  5th  ABVN 

Pay-war  Tna,  5th  ABVN 

VIS  Tna,  Binh  Duong 

Youth  Serwloea.  Binh  ftiong 

Agricultural  Servioa,  BD 

MKDCAP,  5th  ABVN 

ID3XJAP,  lot  Inf  Ut 

Interrogationa  Tbs.  1st  Inf  Dtv 

Logiatloal  Support  Taaaa,  Tat  Inf  Ut 
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App  radix  Teo  (Statistical  Suanary )  to  Tan  Rmoo  Khonh  Operation  Sunaxgr 


Th*  following  total*  hav#  bean  obtain  ad  during  th*  Tan  Phuoo  Khonh 
area  operations  fro*  01 1900  June  1966  to  051400  June  19661 

1.  Personnel  Statistics 

VO  JCIA-2  i 

TCHA-4 

TCO-19 

VCS-89 

Dea*rt*re»2l 
Tala*  ID's-4  ! 

Draft  Dodgers-118 

Former  W  (Probation  Violation )-1 5 
Allied  ETA-0  • 

Allied  WIA-9 

2*  Sheny  Squipnent  and  Notarial  Loaaaa 

1 

3  Carbine* 

1  Buaaian  Hills 
1  ,45  Cal  Piatol 

1  ,45  Cal  Revolver  US  Double  Action 
10  Grenada*  7  OS/2  CHC(»0  Homemade 
32  Rds  .30  Cal  Abbo 

2  Rue* inn  Stock* 

4  fegeslnes  w/.30  &  .45  Cal  Rda 
6  Ammo  Pouohee 

6  Dry  Batteries,  Sleotriool  Puses  and  Wiring 
Hadioal  Supplies 
2  Web  Belt*  v/Canteena 

Doounentsi  Sketobe*  of  Dir  Arty,  Pbu  Loi,  Binh  JXiong 
indicating  1* portent  installation*. 

TO  tan  oollootion  receipt*. 

Pal**  AfllW  discharge  paper  (iaaued  by  10  to  a  Guerrilla) 
Skstohss  of  US  Signal  equips ant,  TOC-6,  PBC-8,  and  wire  real 
Propaganda  booklet*. 
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Teeth  pulled-107  (2  days) 

HKDCAP-2403  (2  days) 
heals  Served- 6600  (2  days) 

Bag*  of  Sloe  (2-lulo )-1 386  (3  day*) 

Jtatertalnmanti 

HP-PP  Bond-3  deya 

VIS  Coabo-3  day*  M 

Pro  vinos  Cultural  T*ae*-3  day* 

5th  ASW  Band-1  day 

1st  Inf  Mv  Band-1  day 

5th  iSn  Cultural  Teaa*-1  day  ..  . 

Tenth  Service  Tee*  3  d aya 

igxioultuxal  Sanrloe  Baan—tnatlc— 2  *n»-JOO  sample* 
Cadre  teene  2  day* , 
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Appendix  Three  (Hamlet  Festival  Operation}  to  Ian  Phuoo  Khenh 
Operations  Summary 

X.  HAULS?  F3STIVAL  ORGANIZATION 

A.  Organisation  of  Hamlet  Festival  Activities 

1.  $69  -  ID  (Request  for  information  and  distrlot  iasuonoe  of 
•peoial  passes)  stations  are  used  in  eonjunotion  with  each  other.  As 
civilians  axe  required  to  process  through  the  ID  station  this  enables 
the  Intelligence  people  to  ohoose  those  they  wish  to  question.  It  is 
advisable  to  looate  this  station  away  from  noisy  activities  such  as 
the  entertainment  area.  Sines  the  oivillsne  are  apt  to  crowd  this 
area  to  receive  passes  white  engineer  tape  la  used  to  block  off  the 
area  end  funnel  them  into  the  stations.  One  GP  medium  is  sufficient 
for  the  If  teams  while  one  small  hex  tent  euffioes  for  oeoh  interro¬ 
gation  teem.  Approximately  5  minutes  are  allowed  for  eeoh  $6$  inter¬ 
view. 


2.  MUSCAT1  Station:  This  area  is  best  located  near  the  ?t9-ID 
station  as  civilians  tend  to  congregate  there.  Medical  teams  should 
be  adequate  to  handle  40/4  to  5Cb*  of  the  population.  For  high  impact 
value  inolude  a  dentist.  One  GP  medium  tent  can  handle  4  U&X1.P  teams 
with  supplies.  A  wash  facility  is  set  at  the  rear  outside  the  tent. 
Booh  team  inoludas  a  doctor,  specialist,  and  interpreter*  Follou-up 
visits  to  the  same  hamlet  after  one  or  two  days  arc  a  oust. 

3.  iiitertotnannt  Activities!  This  station  attraots  much 
attention  oontinueli.y  thus  it  la  imperative  that  it  ia  run  smoothly. 

A  stake  and  platform  trailer  is  uaed  as  a  stage.  Stairs  end  a  public 
address  system  must  be  provided.  Also,  a  oover  for  the  ata,';o  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  pzoteotian  from  the  sun  and  rain.  If  possible  at.gger  the 
arrival  of  the  entertainment  teams  and  pre-schedule  their  performances 
to  alleviate  initial  confusion.  This  area  is  good  for  odor,  bract 
banners  depicting  OVH  revolutionary  themes  and  have  all  speeches  by 
Vietnamese  officials  conducted  here. 

A.  Youth  Servlee  Aotivityi  This  servioe  is  a  function  of 
the  distrlot  and  neoeesary  to  entertain  and  oontxol  the  children  at 
the  festival.  Cornea,  tinging  and  a  candy  hand-out  are  their  primary 
capabilities.  One  GP  medium  for  shelter  la  adequate.  Ho vies  provided 
by  the  Vietnamese  Information  Service  and  US  military  will  help  them 
o octroi  the  children. 

5.  Vietnamese  Xnforwtion  Service «  This  service  is  involved 
in  a  multitude  of  activities.  T»  «y  provide  two  entertainment  g»up«i 
a  Jan  oombo  and  a  cultural  team.  Their  speaker*  axe  uaed  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  wivh  the  TO  public  address  system  in  the  entertainment  *.**  mud 
they  provide  the  equipment  for  movies,  A  GP  medium  is  adequate  for  the 
movies.  This  servioe  has  also  miscellaneous  pamphlets  ted  aaganlnee 
for  distribution. 

6.  Vietnam***  Agricultural  Serriosi  This  eorvioe  oen  provide 
information  to  the  elders  about  farming.  This  la  an  invaluable  servioe 
eu  the  villager*  are  most  interested  in  knowing  ho*  OVK  oen  help  them 
ia  this  area.  Am  bulgur  wheat  la  m  food  commodity  not  necessarily 
liked  bv  moat  ladivltoalai  this  team  oooks  bulgur  over  an  open  fir* 
tad  d.V.'crlbutea  aamplaa. 


Inal  .vvToUooal  hopocVLosaotm  Loaned,  lot  Inf  Dtr,  J1  M  66  (Cam's) 


CONFiOEnTial 
,  „  we 

ft? 


COhrtO:NTiAL 


7*  Psyffer/CA  Foams i  Th.  in* *1*1  oordonlng  stage  requires  oread 
control.  The  Vietnamese  teams  work  well  here.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
search  phase  they  return  to  the  Hamlet  Festival  for  crowd  oontrol  and  to 
tingle  with  the  orowd  to  dlsouaa  GVN  opportunities.  The  Ca  team  is  used 
initially  to  guide  end  control  the  civilians  entering  the  foetival  arse, 
baring  the  festival  they  single  with  the  crowd  to  find  out  what  the 
people  want  end  need  and  help  the  youth  eervioe  control  the  children. 
They  ere  helpful  in  handing  out  olothea,  a to,  to  the  civilians. 

8.  Internal  Control  Cadre  t  Croupe  used  in  this  function  have 
been  the  RF-PF  Revolutionary  Development  cadre  end  Fay.Ver/CA  teens. 

All  have  done  a  tremendous  job,  but  the  seme  group  shoud  be  used  con¬ 
tinuously  to  prevent  initial  oonfusion  as  to  their  duties,  Thera  is 
e  need  for  ushering  the  oivilians  from  the  assembly  area  to  the  festival, 
greeting  them  at  the  entrance,  helping  them  find  the  various  nativities, 
providing  oontrol  of  various  activities  end  serving  lunoheon  lines. 

9»  Reoeption  Contort  A  small  tent  is  used  for  a  oontrol  cen¬ 
ter  to  greet  VIP  personnel  and  to  solve  problems  that  arise  in  the 
festival  area.  A  radio  or  telephone  is  looated  here. 

10.  Shelter  Tents  t  Jin  adequate  number  of  tents  should  be 
provided  for  the  population  to  proteqt  them  from  the  sun  and  rain. 

This  feature  helps  oontrol  as  it  demonstrates  interest  in  their  wel¬ 
fare  and  keeps  them  at  the  festival.  Tents  also  provide  a  jood  atmos¬ 
phere  for  small  discussion  groups. 

II.  FUNCTIOHOG  OF  K.'KLiDT  F3STIVA1 

Interest  displayed  by  the  Task  Force's  combined  staff  helped 
Hamlet  Festival  operations  in  Tan  Phuoo  Khanh  and  Hoa  Shut  to  beooms ' 
a  significant  suocesa.  Ample  planning  time  and  continuous  coordina¬ 
tion  resulted  in  smooth  assembly  end  deployment  of  the  large  Festival 
Task  Force.  Movement  from  the  assembly  area  to.  the  Hamlet  Festival 
area  was  oontrolled  by  members  of  the-  5th  ARVN  Division  PayOps  teams. 

At  the  entrance  the  oiviliane  were  greeted  by  members  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Development  cadre  and  then  assembled  at  the  entertainment  area 
where  the  RF-PF  Provincial  bend  was  playing.  The  district  chief 
explained  the  reasons  for  our  presenoe  and  the  opportunities  GVN  would 
bring  to  them.  Next,  the  sector  3-5  spoke  explaining  the  Hamlet- 
Festival  -nd  its  activities.  Cadre  members  then  separated  the  gathering 
into  groups  taking  them  to  the  various  activities.  &tartoinment 
continued  throughout  the  day.  The  1st  Infantry  Division  Band  ployed, 
ending  their  program  by  marching  through  the  hamlet  streets.  Other 
entertainment  groupe  included  the  Provincial  HF-P7  Band,  cultural 
teams  and  VIS  Jess  oombe.  5th  AHVN  Division  provided  their  band  and 
cultural  teems.  Medioal  aid  to  include  dental  service  for  civilian* 
and  HF-PF  families  was  given  by  elements  of  the  1st  Inf  Hv  Arty  and 
5th  AHVN  medioal  teams.  For  the  enjoyment  of.  everyone  the  Vietnamese 
Information  Service  provided  /estsm  and  Cultural  movies  for  adults 
end  children.  Hi  a  Vietnamese  Youth  Service  organisod  the  Hamlet, 
ohlldren  into  singing  troops  and  various  ball  games,.  In  one  instance 
the.  Provlnoe  Chief  played  ball  with  the  children,, to 'tho  delight  of 
everyone.  After  cooking  bulgar  wheat  over  an  op«  fire  the  Vietnamese  " 
Agricultural  Servloe  served  samples  to  the  hamlet  population.  As  this 
oooodity  is  somstimss  disoaxdsd  by  the  Vietnamese  as  an  unfavorabls 
food  this  halpsd  convince  thorn  that  whan  prepared  properly  it  oen  be 
an  appetising  dish.  A  "989"  Volunteer  Information  Service  interviewed 
■any  cj.c'.’.icna  in  an  attmpt  to  gather  net  Cong  Intelligence.  A 
2_lain-  L'ifl:  of  oaptured  VC  rioe  was  given  to  all  these  interviewed. 
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Issult*  of  this  ssrylot  can  be  found  in  the  S-2/3  portion  of  this 
report,  Couplod  with  the  above  activity  the  Provinoe  Rational  Polios 
res  an  identification  check  and  issued  temporary  passes  for  civilian 
oontrol.  At  noon  a  luncheon  consisting  of  hot  dogs,  potato  salad  or 
ties,  nilk,  juice  and  all  the  extras  was  served  to  the  people,  Sven 
though  the  people  ooageented  about  the  unusual  end  strange  taste  of  the 
food  they  all  returned  for  seconds  and  thirds.  Mingling  with  the 
orowd  throughout  the  day  were  elements  of  the  5th  ARVN  end  Binh  Huong 
pro  vino*  Peywar  tease.  They  formed  small  discussion  groups  relating 
the  faots  of  OVH  opportunities.  Many  villagers  were  found  to  have 
little  knowledge  of  the  government  of  South  Vietnam.  During  all 
Bealet  Festivals  shelter  is  provided  for  the  population.  T/lthout 
shelter  from  the  sun  or  rain  many  women  with  small  children  and  the 
elders  desire  to  return  home.  Sinoe  apprehensions  run  high  with  the 
15*45  year  old  age  group  of  men  gone  every  consideration  is  given  to 
the  families  remaining,  is  this  demonstrates  interest  in  their  welfare 
this  Is  a  step  in  convincing  the  people  that  CfVR  can  meet  their  needs. 

m.  SBOT33TICW3  AMD  R330UHa»a\TI01TS 

A.  Suggestion!  More  Hamlet  Festival  activities  will  bring  more 
GVI  opportunities  to  the  people  and  establish  greater  rapport  for 
their  return. 

Bsoomendationi  Mora  activities  such  as  the  Vietnamese 
Educational  Service,  Agricultural  Service,  SACO  and  Veterinarian 
Servioes  should  be  oalled  upon  to  place  displays  at  the  Hamlet 

Festival. 

8.  Suggestion!  There  is  a  nead  for  extensive  internal  oontrol. 
Someone  is  needed  to  lead  the  people  from  the  assembly  area  to  tho 
festival,  greet  them  when  they  enter  and  show  them  the  various  activ¬ 
ities.  These  people  would  serve  in  the  mess  lines  and  station  them- 
selves  at  different  activities  to  guide  the  oivilians. 

Recommendation 1  A  apsoicl  team  consisting  of  Vietnam ose 
personnel  should  be  organised  at  Provinoe  level  for  use  at  the  Hamlet 
Festival  for  intomal  oontrol. 

C,  Suggestion!  In  that  some  villagers  are  ignorant  of  VC  aotivity 
around  them  and  others  fully  awnre  of  it  we  would  gain  psychological 
advantage  by  showing  vhnt  we  find. 

Recommendation!  Prepare  a  weapons  and  equipment  display  for 
tbs  people.  The  display  would  acmeist  of  things  found  in  and  around 
the  Tillage.  Captured  personnel  oould  also  be  displayed  by  the  Provinoe 
or  Dlstrlot  Chief, 
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Inclosure  15  Operational  Report  Lf  sons  Learned,  1st  Inf  Div,  31  Jul  66 
Resume  of  Battle  of  LCr  NINH  Rubber  Plantation 

:  d  Bn,  28th  Infantry 

loo  Ninh,  South  Vietna m  (OT73O8) 

1?  June  66 

RESCUE  of  BATTLE  of  LOC  NINH  RUBBER  PLANTATION 

The  Battle  of  the  Loo  Ninh  Rubber  Plantation  was  oonduoted  under 
the  oanojy  of  the  gently  rolling  Loo  Ninh  Rubber  Plantation  two  kilo*, 
meters  west  and  norths sst  of  Loo  Ninh,  ooord  XD737097,  Vegetation 
under  the  60  ft.  rubber  trees  was  negligible.  Weather  for  the  opera* 
tlon  eras  fair  with  the  exception  of  heavy  ground  fog  in  the  early  ' 
■orning,  The  fog  delayed  the  helibozne  portion  of  the  operation 
fron  0620H  until  081 5H  when  the  fog  dissipated  sufficiently  to  allot? 
the  ENID  helicopters  to  make  their  lift  of  one  CIDG  platoon  and  one 
platoon  from  A  Co  into  the  JZ  vio  coord  XC702112.  Touchdown  was 
11083F'  Jun  66  following  a  five  minute  grnehip  preparation  in  the 
area. 

The  ground  blocking  elements,  two  platoons  from  A  Co,  departed 
the  Loo  Ninh  area  at  07 1 5H  along  Route  Red  and  Route  Blue,  respec¬ 
tively.  At  0735H  these  elements  reported  reoaiving  S/A  fire  from 
approximately  one  platoon  of  VC  vio  ooord  XU715093.  A  Co's  81mm 
mortars  were  fired  into  the  area  with  unknown  results.  In  the  same 
at  0810H,  the  blocking  elements  had  three  wounded  by  S/A  fire 
from  the  VC  positions  at  the  top  of  Hill  150.  The  81mm  mortors 
from  A  Co  were  again  called  on  the  hilltop.  Following  the  mortar 
barrage  the  two  blocking  platoons  moved  into  positions  to  tho  south 
and  east  of  the  VC  looations  on  Hill  150,  vio  ooord  XU715095. 

1  The  helihoxne  elements  after  their  initial  landing,  headed 

south  toward  their  original  objective  of  the  Village  Nr.  10  oomplox, 

|  centered  at  XU710100  ‘t  O049H  the  blocking  elements  reported  . 

reoeiving  M3  fire  frv  .  bunker  at  vio  ooord  XD717095.  Upon  receiv¬ 
ing  this  information  the  CIDG-A  Co  elements  altered  their  mission 
and  moved  south  to  assist  against  what  was  now  estimated  to  be  at 
least  one  VC  platoon  entrenched  on  top  of  Hill  150.  A  Co's  platoon 
!  moved  to  the  north  of  the  VC  positions  tying  in  with  the  two  blooking 

i  foxoes  on  the  east  and  south,  thus  forming  a  C-shaped  ring  open  to 

the  NW.  The  CIDG  platoon  attempted  to  pentrate  the  VC  positions  from 
j  the  NW,  but  were  repulsed  by  heavy  S/A  and  AW  fire  coming  from  the 

1  well  entrenched  enemy.  The  CIDG  elements  then  displaced,  tying  in 

with  A  Co'a  blocking  elements  on  the  south.  01mm  mOrtaxs  were 
immediately  called  in  to  the  north,  sealing  off  any  VC  route  of 
withdrawal. 

Due  to  the  intensity  of  tiio  fighting  C  Co  was  alerted  at  0910H 
to  he  prepared, to  move  on  foot  to  assist  A  Co.  At  0940H  C  Co  was 
ordered  to  move  in  support  of  the  elements  around  Hill  150.  Ry 
1030H  A  and  C.Co  had  linked  up,  C'  Co  moving  around-  toward  ooord 
XC713098.  As  C  Co  moved  to  effect  tie  in,  A  Co  indioated  that  VC 
were  moving  to  the  N^  toward  Hill  177,  vio  doord  XU721111.  C  Co 
was  thru  ordered  by  the  Battalion  Commander  to  move  north  to  intexoept 
and  attack  the  VC  in  that  -vioinity,  1  - 

Upon  approching  ooord  XC720104  C  Co  ran  into  Intense  ground  fixe 
'  from  at  least  one  VC  oompany  firmly  entrenched  bunkers  with  over¬ 

head  oovir  in  the  vio  of  Hill  177.  Axtilleiy  and.  4.2“  mortar  fire 
wee  called  on  the  VC  positions  and'  to  the  north. to  prevent  the  VC 
from  e*:  rpiiw.  At  1200H  C  Co  requested  ammunition  resupply  and 
further  ;-.iistanoe  to  maneuver  against  the  sudsy  force.  -In  less 
thru’.  riiTVor.  .-danker  two  helicopter  .loeda  of  aacunition  wexe  aix- 
l"!  vf  ’<  .<•■.  .1  3o'»  front  lines.  The  zeooa  Platoon  eas  taeediately 
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dispatohed  on  foot  from  loo  Ninh  with  still  additional  ammunition 
and  a  mission  of  aiding  the  C  Go  attaching  elements  south  of  Bill 
177. 


The  Reoon  element  moved  to  A  Co's  CP  looation,  vio  oooxd 
X0720092  and  then  proceeded  north  to  assist  C  Co,  killing  three 
VC  snipers  along  the  way.  At  13JOH  Reoon  and  C  Co  linked  up  with 
Reoon  being  placed  on  C  Co  left  flank  vio  ooord  XO717IO4.  In  pre¬ 
paration  for  an  assault,  more  artillery  was  fired  on  the  VC  posi¬ 
tions  around  Bill  177*  The  attaok  commenced  at  I425H  with  C  Co  on 
line  east  to  west  and  the  Reoon  Platoon  pinching  in  on  VC  trenohwoxk 
from  the  west  along  a  ridgeline  running  north  vio  coord  1CU71 51 13- 


At  this  point  the  VC  oonoentrated  their  fire  on  Reoon  and  C  Co  ' 
platoon  on  the  left,  hurling  grenades  and  firing  3/A  from  the  trees. 
Simultaneously,  the  VC  began  hitting  the  Recon  PI. ".to on's  left  flonk 
with  intensified  SA  and  AW  fire.  The  Recon  in  turn  attempted  to 
fall  baok  to  prevent  the  VC  enveloping  movement.  While  in  the  prooess 
of  accomplishing  this  maneuver,  the  VC  moved  a  maohlnegun  into  a 
trenoh  oooupied  by  the  remaining  Recon  elements,  resulting  in  the 
VC  overrunning  the  positions.  C  Co  immediately  oounterad  with  its 
reserve  platoon,  eliminating  the  VC  xesiotenoe,  pushing  the  enemy- 
off  Hill  177  into  the  artillery  volleys  to  the  north  and  northwest, 
terminating  this  portion  of  the  battle  at  around  111615B  Jun  66. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  A  Co  area  to  the  Bouth,  ooneeoutive  -joaults 
from  the  north,  south,  and  west  failed  to  dislodge  the  VC  from  their 
entrenched  positions.  A  CIRC  company  moving  west  on  patrol  was 
diverted  into  a  blocking  position  vio  ooord  XU  700090.  A  Company's 
01mm  mortars  oontinued  to  pound  the  VC  positions,  but  to  no  upper ant 
avail.  The  Bn  Commander  then  deoided  to  commit  hie  final  reserve, 

B  Co, -at  I45OH,  at  the  same  time  moving  the  CIRC  company  east  to 
X0713O9O  into  a  more  advantageous  blocking  and  maneuvering  looation. 


When  B  Co  linked  up  with  A  Co  at  1 500II  the  A  Co  elements  were 
repositioned  to  allow  the  artillery  to  fire  a  preparation  all  along 
Bill  150  prior  to  an  assault  by  B  Co.  In  the  meantime  the  CIRC 
platoon  attaohed  to  A  Co  and  positioned  vio  ooord  XN714093  retreated 
to  the  south  after  their  interpreter  had  been  killed  by  the  VC,  thus 
creating  a  gap  in  the  A  Co  lines  on  the  south.  The  S?  advisor  then 
joined  A  Co  until  the  battle  ended. 

Following  a  sixteen  volley  artillery  bombardment  B  Co  assaulted 
Bill  150  at  1630H,  completely  overrunning  the  VC  positions.  The  VC 
fled  to  the  south  and  ran  into  a  heavy  volumn  of  fire  from  the  CIRC 
blocking  force,  causing  the  VC  to  soatter  SW  in'oomplete  disorganisa¬ 
tion. 


After  the  final  assault,  consolidations  were  made  in  the  Bat¬ 
talion  Zone  of  AotJ  wi.  Casualties  were  then  evaouated,  ammunition 
resupply  was  effected,  and  the  battlefield  waa  policed  of  VC  bodies 
and  equipment  with  a  thorough  search  of  the  entire  area.  The  Bn  than 
moved  on  foot  baok  to  base  tamp  location  around  the  Loo  Ninh  airstrip, 
final  elements  closing  st  'll 2100H'  Jun  66#  ’ 


i.  Casualty  Figures  1 
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Incloeur®  15  Operational  Report-lessons  Loomed,  1st  lnf~  Div,  31  Jul  66 
RESUME  of  BiTOE  Of  LOO  KDJH  HCBBER  PLAKTATION  (CONT'L) 


The  enemy  force  wae  estimated  to  be  from  two  to  three  main 
foroe  VC  companies.  Because  of  the  nature  of  resistance 
this  estimation  was  never  apparent  until  approximately 
1200B, 

2.  Enemy  Equipment  Capturedi 

a.  60mm  aortar  -  lea  ooaplete  w/ammunitioa 

b,  8KS  Russian  Carbine  -  lea 

o.  Panserfaust  -  lea  w/ammunition 

d.  1*5-42  Uaohinagun  -  lea 

e.  VC  Webgear 

f.  VC  aedioal  Supply 

h.  Numerous  grenades,  nines  and  8/A  ammunition 

3,  Ammunition  Expended) 

a.  81mm  mortars  -  400  BE,  14  Ill* 

b.  4.2"  mortars  -  95  HE,  5  W 
o«  105mm  Arty  -  1143  HS 

d*  Small  Arms  -  Two  basis  loads 


4*  Air  Sorties  Plowni 

Air  was  used  to  blook  VC  route  of  eeoape  to  the  west  side 
of  the  battle  area.  Sixteen  sorties  were  flown  by  F-100's,- 
P-40's  and  Navy  A1H  aircraft.  Ordnance  expended  as  follows) 
CBU,  Bapalm,  260  lb,  fragmentation  bombs,  20ob  oannon. 


3  Inol 

1  RESUME  OVERLAY 

2  FBAQ  ORDER 

3  OPERATION  OVERLAY 


/s/Kyle  V  Bowie  . 

/t/ar le  w.  mas 
Lt  coi,  mf 
Oosmandlng 


"A  TRUE  COPT" 


WILLIAM  J.  POmSE  JR  r 


Major,  Artillery 
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Cup y  Hr.  of  Copies 

2nd  Bn,  28th  Inf,  1st  Inf  Div 
Loo  Ninh,  South  Vietnam  (;CU7308) 
101600H  Jun  66 

m  \, 

mO  ORDER  (OPERATION  EL  FASO  II ) 

xmaacEt  hap,  south  viktnahi  1*50,000  loc  rush  6546  iv*  loo  aniar 
6346  HI. 


1,  1Q3II0N 1  A  Oo  w/l  platoon  Cl  SO  eonduots  searoh  of  Village  Nr.  10, 
Loo  ITinh  Rubber  Plantation,  vio  ooord  XU7209,  to  dear  area  of 
looal  TO, 

2.  BCBCUTCON 

a,  Conoept  of  oporationi  A  Co  (-)  v/ciDG  platoon  attaohed,  at 
110600H  commences  move  by  foot  and  HU1D  helicopter  to  aur- 
round  Village  Nr.  10  and  dear  it  of  TO  and  TO  sympathisers. 

b.  A  Co*  At  0600H  two  platoons  follow  Route  Bad  and  Route  Blue 
to  blocking  positions  east  and  south  of  Village  Nr,  10.  At 
0630H  one  platoon  from  A  Co  w/one  platoon  of  CIDG  helillfted 
to  LZ  XU701112,  move  south,  conduot  searoh  and  dear  of  TO  in 
Village  Nr.  10. 

o.  B  Co*  Be  prepared  to  reinforce  A  Co  on  20  min,  alert, 

d.  C  Co*  Be  prepared  to  reinforce  A  Co  on  5  min,  alert. 

e.  Heavy  Mortar*  GS,  priority  to  A  Co. 

f.  Reoon*  Reinforce  on  call. 

g.  AT*  Demo  support  on  odl. 

h.  Coord.  Instructions* 

(1 )  A  Co  send  one  man  to  maintain  constant  coordination  with 
CIBC. 

(2)  Ounship  prep  of  LZ  five  minutes  prior  to  landing, 

*3)  VC  and  VCS  evaouated  to  Loo  Ninh  on  foot. 

(4)  Evacuate  casualties  to  rear  on  foot  if  possible,  Dus toff 
on  call.  Dus toff  freqi  45, > 

(5)  FAC  frea*  43.6 

ACKNOWLEDGE* 

BOWIE 
Lt  Col 

Aimnc*  a 

D::3TRIBCTiaii  8 
OFFICIAL* 


/■/Pish 

ier  /t/RABDAU  Regreded  to  FOR  ^XCI-IL  U3E  OKU 

S3  upon  execution,  BBBLAS.UIFIBD 

wn  frartitisv  \ 
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SiA  Bn,  28th  Inf,  1st  Iaf  DAv 
L  a  Nish,  South  Vietnu  (XU7J08) 
101600H  Jus  68 
KhU 

ion  A  (operation  otsrlat)  to  nu  ORBSR  (OPSRATION  XL  PASO  II) 
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INCLOSURK  16 

NARRATIVE  OF  mi  BATTLE  OF  SHOE  DONG  AfD  00  1351(5*00 
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HARR ATI  VS  0?  THE  B.  TL:  OF  SliOK  SOHO 

30  JUN  19u) 

DWHOBOJTIOH  (U) 

The  271st  Viet  Cong  Main  Force  Regiment  was  defeated  on  30  June 
1966,  near  the  village  of  3R0K  DOUG  in  one  of  the  olaeeio  engagements 
of  the  Vietnam  oonfliot.  In  oontir.uing  their  efforts  to  repel  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  from  the  El  PA30  II  area  of  operations,  the  VO 
•tt«apted  to  ambush  Troops  B  and  C,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  and 
Company  C,  2d  Battalion.  18th  Infantry.  As  a  consequence,  the  2?1st 
Regimsnt  suffered  heavy  losses  and  was  soundly  defeated. 

BACKGROUND  (U) 

Operation  El  PAiO  II  commenced  on  2  June  1966  when  intelligence 
indicated  that  three  Viet  Cong  and  one  North  Vietnamese  regiments  were 
poised  to  resume  their  "Monsoon  Campaign"  by  attacking  GVN  and  U.S. 
Special  Forces  compounds  in  lOH  THANH,  HON  QUAN,  IOC  NINH,  and  3GNG  BE. 
Because  of  this  threat,  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam, 
directed  one  infantry  and  one  artillery  battalion  be  deployed  to  IOC 
NINH  to  strengthen  the  defenses  in  this  axon.  Subsequently,  additional 
elements  were  deployed  by  CG  let  Dlv  until  by  mid-June  the  majority  of 
the  division  was  operating  throughout  BINS  LONG  and  PHUGC  LONG  Provisoes. 
1st  Infantry  Division  troop  dispositions  as  of  300600  June  are  indicated 
on  attaohed  nap  1.  Two  significant  engagements  had  been  fought  with 
the  VC  prior  to  30  June.  On  8  June,  Troop  A  (+),  let  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalry  had  spoiled  an  ambush  on  Route  13,  set  by  the  272d  VC  Main 
Force  Regiment  while  passing  through  TAU  0,  an  area  between  CHON  THANH 
and  HON  QUAN.  When  the  4~hour  engagement  ended,  the  VC  had  lost  103' 

ELA  (BC)  with  an  additional  250  probably  killed.  The  second  signifi¬ 
cant  engagement  Involved  elements  of  the  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry 
and  Ci:oG  forces  in  the  Battle  of  LOC  NINH  Plantation  on  11  June  1966. 

One  battalion  of  the  273d  Main  Force  Regiment  was  emplaced  In  trenches 
and  heavily  fortified  bunkers  but  after  massive  artillery  and  mortar 
fire  end  air  strikes,  the  positions  were  overrun.  VC  loasee  were  90 
KIA  (BO)  end  150  KU  (Probable). 


For  about  two  weeks  the  2d  Battulion,  18th  Infantry  with  tire 
1st  Squadron.  4th  Cavalry  (-)  had  the  mission  of  securing  the  division 
base  at  :;U.VN  LOI  and  the  HON  (JJAN  airfield.  From  3  June,  the  cavalry 
squadron  h.  d  bean  performing  reconnoissanoe  to  the  east,  south,  south¬ 
west,  and  to  the  north  limited  by  the  destroyed  bridge  on  Route  13 
at  XT  722973.  In  coordination  with  ARVN  forces  the  banks  of  the 
stream  were  prepared  to  permit  emplacement  of  an  armored  vehicle 
launched  bridge  (AVLB)  Just  to  the  left  of  the  one  that  had  been 
damaged.  An  operation  waa  planned  in  oonjunotion  with  the  emplacement 
of  the  AVLB,  to  oosnsnee  on  30  June.  The  squadron  plan  was  submitted 
to  It  Col  Herbert  UsChrystal,  Commanding  Officer,  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry,  end  woe  approved  for  operations  in  the  area  indicated  on 
nape  2  end  3.  Tbs  mission  assigned  to  It  Col  Leonard  Lewane, 

Commanding  Offloer,  let  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  woe  actually  threefold. 
First  the  squadron  (-)  woe  to  ones  Check  Point  GOLDS*  OATS  (AVLB) 
end  proceed  north  along  Route  13  conducting  a  reconnaissance  in  force. 
Troop  0  woe  to  operate  in  area  of  operation  B  \3KBALL  while  B  Troop 
would  initially  operate  in  FOOTBALL  end  latex  in  TENNIS.  Second,  B 
Troop,  in  oonjunotion  with  operations  in  TSWI3,  would  eeoert  an  / 

engineer  sooop  loader  from  LOC  NUN,  back  to  (Shook  Point  GOLDEN  OATS. 
Third,  the  operation  was  to  dooalvt  the  enemy  on  to  the  actual  area 
in  which  the  divlaioa  waa  planning  to  operato  in  the  near  future. 

Both  troops  were  to  eloee  book  into  HON  yStit  by  1930  on  30  Juno# 


DOIM&AjMD  AT  3  YIAH  INTERVALS 
HELUSmKD  AFTER  12  TSU8 
BOB  JOB  5200.10 
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Troop  B  would  have  One  plat  on  J  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry  attached,  while  the  re;  tni  of  C  Company  would  move  with 
C  Troop,  The  2d  Battalion,  18t!  Ini  itxy  maintained  B  Company  on 
alert  as  the  rapid  reaot'ion  fore  .  With  final  planning  completed, 
the  operation  would  begin  on  JO  June. 

The  vegetation  in  the  area  of  the  contact  is  wooded  on  both 
sides  of  the  road.  The  only  open  areas  are  rioe  paddies,  acme  stream 
linaa,  and  small  lakes.  Sven  here,  there  is  adequate  concealment  due 
to  the  ohest-high  grass.  There  are  heavily  forested  areas  as  indi¬ 
cated  on  map  3  and  the  iiketoh  maps,  with  the  trees  150  -  200  feet 
high.  Although  movement  in  the  grass  is  difficult  to  observe  from 
the  ground-,  it  oan  be  observed  from  the  air  except  where  the  terrain 
is  heavily  forested.  The  chest-high  grass  comes  up  to  the  shoulders 
of  the  road.  The  weather  at  the  time  of  o  on  tact  was  dear  and  hot. 

THE  BATTLE  OP  SBOK  DONG  (U) 

On  30  June,  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  with  attached 
1st  Platoon,  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  and  A VLB  section 
departed  the  squadron  perimeter  at  HON  QUAN  enroute  to  Check  Point 
GOLDS?  GATE.  The  column  was  located  at  the  bridge  site  by  0659  hours. 
Troop  C  was  to  depart  HON  QUAN  at  0730  with  C  Company  (-).  However, 
this  oolumi  was  delayed  until  Troop  C  could  reorganise  after  the 
search  operation  conducted  until  2400  hours  the  previous  night.  At 
0910,  the  oolumn  orossed  GOLDIE?  GAT 3  with  ?  Troop  leading  end  pro¬ 
ceeded  north  on  Boute  1 J  to  the  0  u rational  areas  specified  in  the 
order.  Upon  arrival  at  Cheok  Point  1,  the  3d  Platoon  with  the  platoon 
of  infnntry  turned  east  and  conducted  a  reoonnoiseanoe  to  the  ford  at 
Cheok  Point  2.  Due  to  tits  depth  of  the  ford,  the  platoon  retraced 
the  route  to  Check  Point  1,  tur  ad  north  on  Boute  13,  passed  through 
the  let  Platoon,  and  continued  .iorth.  Order  of  march  was  new  3d  Pla¬ 
toon  with  attached  infantry,  Troop  :omaand  Group,  2d  Platoon,  and 
lat  Platoon. 

Troop  C  turned  west  at  Cheok  Point  1  and  proceeded  to  the  firat 
stream.  Three  mortar  carriers,  ten  inf  entry-man,  and  the  3d  Platoon 
remained  at  Cheok  Point  1  end  established  a  perimeter.  The  mortars 
were  laid  wsat  to  support  the  troop.  Aa  C  Troop  moved  west,  they 
flanked  the  road  on  both  aides.  After  crossing  the  stream,  the 
infantry  dismounted  and  deployed. 

At  about  0938  hours  when  the  lead  personnel  oorrier  of  D  Troop, 
moving  north  on  Bouts  1 J  toward  LOC  KTNU,  reached  a  point  about  mid¬ 
way  across  the  rioe  paddy  (sketch  map  1),  it  began  receiving  mortar, 
email  arms  and  reoollleea  rifle  fire  end  appeared  to  be  the  only  one 
engaged,  let  Lieutenant  James  P.  Flores,  B  Troop  Commander,  oould 
see  the  mertcr  rounds  bursting  from  hie  position  in  the  oolum  about 
800  meters  to  the  rear  of  the  lead  vehicle.  He  1  mediately  called 
Col  Leoane,  who  was  over  the  area  in  an  OH-1  J  helicopter.  The  }d 
Platoon  then  reported  receiving  heavy  fire  from  the  north  and  north¬ 
west.  A  preplanned  airatri’:e  was  currently  in  progress  vicinity 
XT  7499,  whloh  Col  Lewene  diverted  to  XU  721016  at  Lt  Florea*  requeet. 
Lt  Florae  than  called  the  2d  Platoon  forward  and  deployed  them  arcuad 
the  Jd  Platoon.  The  2d  Platoon  brought  their  two  tanks  and  one  from 
the  1st  Platoon  forward.  Hr  this  time  all  but  one  tank  and  a  person¬ 
nel  oarxier  of  the  Jd  Platoon  had  returned  to  Cheok  Point  1  with 
wounded  and  to  replenish  ammunition.  AH  platoons  were  now  in  con¬ 
tact  on  both  sides  of  the  mad,  with  the  heaviest  volume  of  fixe 
Mstai  fm  the  west. 


m 
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The  Viet  Cons  bad  set  u;  t!  j  ti  ush  in  the  shape  of  an  "L",  with 
a  heavy  security  element  crosair  ti  road  along  the  trail  north  of 
the  paddy.  The  logs  piled  at  rt  dor  to  the  east  of  Check  Point  3 
afforded  good  protection  and  sot]?  01  the  recoilless  rifles  were 
probably  located  here,  Mortars  ’'ere  reported  by  a  forward  air  con* 
troll er  in  the  woods  to  the  north  of  the  village.  The  ambush  extended 
for  about  2000  meters,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  security  element 
to  the  northeast  of  Cheok  Point  1,  the  eastern  side  of  the  road  was 
lightly  defended.  The  VC  appeared  to  be  lined  up  all  along  the  west 
side  of  the  road  with  the  heavy  wet  pons  about  150  meters  from  the  road 
in  the  heaviest  vegetation.  The  VC  were  wearing  a  variety  of  khaki, 
black,  and  green  uniforms.  One  strong  point  had  been  established  by 
the  VC  in  vioinity  XU  722007.  The  recoilless  rifles  caused  the  most 
trouble,  and  were  also  the  most  difficult  to  locate.  During  the  first 
30  minutes  of  the  oontaot,  the  enemy  concentrated  on  knocking  out  the 
tanks.  All  four  B  Troop  tanks  were  disabled  from  hits  on  the  tank 
commander's  cupola  and  subsequent  wounding  of  the  crew. 

The  1st  PI;. toon  of  B  Troop  was  carrying  the  wounded  to  GOLDEN 
GATE  with  an  intermediate  aid  station  set  up  at  Cheok  Point  1.  They 
also  helped  with  the  establishment  of  a  strong  point  at  Check  Point 
1.  Because  the  incoming  fire  at  Check  Point  1  was  so  intense,  Dust  Off 
aircraft  oould  not  land  so  ths  squadron  S-3  set-up  the  Oust  Off  LZ  at 
GOLDEN  GATE  and  wounded  were  collected  at  Cheok  Point  1  end  then 
moved  south. 

Troop  B  concentrated  on  laying  down  a  heavy  base  of  fire  to  the 
west.  Aire trikes  which  had  been  continuous  from  the  initial 

strike,  were  being  placed  to  the  north  end  west.  Artillery  wee 
attacking  targets  on  the  east  of  Boute  13  and  armed  UH-IB's  and  CH-47'a 
were  making  fixing  passes  north  end  south  on  the  areas  immediately 
adjaoent  to  the  road.  When  the  1st  Platoon  reported  receiving  fire 
et  Cheok  Point  1,  it  appeared  to  Lt  Flores  that  the  VC  were  attempting 
to  out  him  off  from  Cheek  Point  1.  An  airs trike  was  Immediately 
sailed  in  and  the  fixe  slack seed  at  this  location.  The  remaining 
elements  at  the  head  of  the  oolusn  were  still  receiving  heavy  fixe 
from  all  types  of  weapons  and  Lt  Ploxea  called  requesting  C  Troop 
ooon  up  end  help. 

Then  the  first  oontaot  waa  reported.  Captain  Stephen  Slattery, 

C  Troop  Commander,  ordered  the  infnnUy  to  mount  up  and  prepare  to 
move  back  to  Cheok  Point  1,  establish  a  strong  point,  and  be  prepared 
to  samlet  B  Troop.  The  3d  Platoon  bad  been  receiving  some  light  firm 
at  Check  Point  1,  but  when  the  other  platoons  arrived  at  this  location, 
the  fire  beoeae  more  intense.  Several  of  ths  inf  entry  riding  on  ths 
personnel  oarxi ere  were  hit  as  mortar  rounds  started  felling  into 
the  area.  Capt  Slattery  ordered  the  platoons  to  deploy  and  push  out 
the  perimeter,  primarily  to  tho  north.  The  3d  Platoon  wee  operating 
northwest  of  the  crossroads ,  lot  rir.tooo  mast,  end  2d  Platoon  west 
and  southwest.  The  sort  ere  had  been  re-laid  to  fire  to  the  north. 

Check  Point  1  warn  becoming  very  jammed  with  C  Troop  maneuvering  end 
vehicle*  returning  with  B  Troop  wounded.  Check  Point  1  continued  to 
receive  heavy  email  ana  firm  with  moat  of  lt  coning  from  west  of  tho 
rood.  Mortar  end  reooUlosi  fire  we#  being  answered  with  e  heavy 
volume  of  30  caliber  fire  frost  the  pexocnnol  carriers  ot  ths  rood 
junction.  Col  Lowsno  o ailed  and  ordered  C  Troop  to  push  north  atd 
relieve  the  pressure  on  B  Troop.  The  3d  Platoon  was  finally  able  to 
start  noting  north  with  tho  tank  fron  2d  Platoon,  About  200  motors 
from  Cheok  Paint  1,  tho  tank  wao  hit  in  tho  turret  and  tho  nnnwnUlsr, 
Isms  sot  ill  loan,  and  the  loader  won  oorlouoly  wounded.  They  ware 
palled  ton  tho  tank  and  svnoueted.  tho  tank  oontionod  north,  tho 
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C  Trocu  oolunn  consisted  of  the  2d  Platoon,  1st  Platoon,  and  Troop 
Coward  Croup  (skstoh  u.  2).  The  Jd  Platoon,  C  Company  (-),  and 
aorto'-'a  remained  at  the  crossroads.  Intense  Tire  was  received  all 
the  way  to  S  Troop's  position,  but  a  heavy  base  of  fire  was  main¬ 
tained  by  the  personnel  oarriers  and  the  tank.  The  brush  nos  so 
thiok  and  olose  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  grenades  cere  just  tossed 
over  the  sides  of  the  vehioles.  About  600  meters  after  the  first 
hit,  the  tank  vas  hit  again,  but  the  driver  kept  going  even  though 
the  gunner,  Sergeant  Biddle  vas  wounded  and  evacuated.  When  the 
Troop  C  column  arrived  at  the  tail  of  the  3  Troop  position,  It  Flores 
said  to  go  farther  north  and  fire  to  the  vest.  The  let  and  2d  Pla¬ 
toons  moved  up  and  deployed  aa  beat  as  they  could  since  they  were 
ocnfined  to  the  area  immediately  left  and  right  of  the  road.  Fire 
was  directed  eeat  and  vest  with  the  heavie8t  volume  to  the  vest. 

Col  Levant  ordered  C  Troop  to  hold  at  thia  point  until  3  Troop  oould 
he  extracted  and  move  south,  lhe  C  Troop  tank  vent  almost  to  the  01 
grid  line  before  it  turned  around  end  came  back.  Three  men  from  the 
2d  Platoon  joined  Sergeant  Wilson  in  the  tank  and  although  power  to 
the  turret  vas  gone,  they  succeeded  in  getting  the  gun  bearing  to 
the  north  and  northwest.  Sixty  to  unde  vers  fired  before  the  amaunl- 
tlon  was  exhausted.  The  tank  was  then  moved  along  aids  a  disabled 
B  Troop  tank  and  the  ammunition  transferred.  VC  oould  be  seen  jumping 
around  but  didn't  appear  to  be  withdrawing.  Artillery  use  firing 
north  and  east  and  airs trikes  were  being  concentrated  on  the  vest,  hut 
appeared  to  bo  too  far  voat.  Captain  Slattoxy  aakod  Col  Levane  to 
■ova  them  in  oloaer  end  the  next  strike  cane  in  south  to  north  with 
CSU  whioh  landed  very  oloae  to  the  road. 

With  the  arrival  of  C  Troop,  Lt  Florvs  pulled  all  tho  remaining 
elements  of  B  Troop  book  to  Cheok  Point  1,  to  regroup,  rearm,  and 
establish  a  block  along  the  road  vast  from  Check  Point  1.  When  the 
first  lifts  of  A  Ooapsny,  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  were  approaching 
tho  L2,  Lt  Florae  pulled  back.  Troop  B  remained  at  Check  Point  1  for 
about  40  ulnutes  to  rearm  and  get  the  wounded  end  deed  back  to  10LMB 
OiTB.  Tho  next  SO  minutes  ware  taken  to  move  the  let  and  2d  Flutoow 
damn  the  road  to  block.  The  Jd  Platoon  handled  the  evacuation  of 
wounded  (sketch  nap  3), 

Lieutenant  Charles  D  Cols  with  the  $d  Platoon  of  C  Troop  lied  been 
handling  oaaualties  between  the  forward  element*  and  OOUfS  CAT d.  Be 
loaded  0  Company  on  the  personnel  oarriers  and  moved  to  the  heed  of 
the  ooluan.  After  the  infantry  were  dropped,  the  >d  Platoon  deployed 
wait  of  tits  reed  while  the  2d  Pin  toon  moved  off  to  the  east  in  an 
attempt  to  push  the  VC  out  onto  the  IS  (sketch  amp  4).  Lt  Cola's 
platoon  Silt  a  VC  strong  point.  He  vas  hit  in  the  oh  eat  and  several 
others  were  wowided  before  they  oould  pull  book.  The  aeoh salted  flaw 
thrower  with  Lieutenant  John  K  lyon'a  let  FI.  toon  assisted  la  the 
extraction  of  Jd  riatoon.  Aa  the  infantry  began  to  land  on  L*  2 
and  C  Company  began  to  deploy,  the  fire  el.ckaned.  Fixe  from  tho 
personnel  oarriers  warn  directed  mere  to  the  vest.  The  VC  started 
withdrawing  and  sassy  were  killed  aa  thoy  jumped  to  run  through  the 
high  grass. 

After  *  delay  of  about  30  minute*  oauaed  by  may  fir*  received 
from  both  aides  of  the  road,  B  Troop  vas  occupying  their  blocking 
position.  Initially,  the  head  of  tho  oolunn  halted  just  vest  of  the 
•txew  until  information  wme  received  that  a  reinforced  AXVB  AFC 
troop  would  assist.  Th*  block  waa  than  extended  to  about  the  TO  W 
grid  Um.  From  the  blocking  position,  VO  oould  be  seam  withdrawing 
along  th*  trail  that  parallels  th*  read  and  wave  takes  under  fir*. 
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Troop  C  established  a  perimeter  along  Route  13  until  the 
infantry  started  malting  the  sweep.  By  1530  contaot  along  the  road 
had  praotically  oeased  and  the  personnel  moved  into  the  brush  to 
search  for  dead  and  wounded  VC  and  weapons,  The  3d  Platoon,  £  Troop 
returned  to  the  blocicing  position  with  the  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  of  0 
Troop.  By  1700  movement  had  oeased  and  the  two  troops  remained  in 
position  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

HSACTION  (U) 

Por  a  week  prior  to  30  June  1966,  B  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry  had  bean  maintained  on  a  30  minute  alert  as  a  rapid  reaotlon 
force  and  was  in  this  posture  at  the  time  B  Troop  made  oontaot.  When 
it  became  obvious  that  both  troops  and  tha  attached  rifle  ooapeny 
were  heavily  ongaged,  B  Company  was  alerted  for  probable  deployment* 

Two  questions  had  to  be  answered  first 1  how  they  would  be  employed 
and  by  what  means  of  transportation.  All  helloopters  were  fully 
committed  an  other  missione.  Twelve  3/4  ton  trucks  ware  oollsoted 
from  the  various  units  in  the  vioinity  of  the  battalion  command  post 
at  QUAH  LOI,  and  B  Company  was  prepared  to  move  prior  to  their  arrival. 
At  1026  hours  tha  heliooptera  supporting  the  1st  Battalion,  26th  Infan¬ 
try  in  the  SOHO  BS  area  ware  diverted  to  QUAH  LOI,  but  by  1040  hours 
had  not  arrived.  Coapany  B  departed  by  vehicle  for  the  squadron  com¬ 
mand  poet  at  HOH  HU  AH,  and  at  1105  passed  to  control  of  Col  Lowana* 

Between  1015  and  1020  hours,  A  Company,  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infni- 
txy  was  alerted,  pulled  off  the  perimeter,  end  instructed  to  be  on 
the  airfield  in  the  event  heliooptera  became  available.  Coapany  A 
was  assembled  on  tha  airfield  by  1100  hours.  General  DePuy  called 
Col  HoQuyatal  to  the  division  command  post  about  1040  hours  to  be 
briefed  on  what  had  happened  in  his  battalion.  General  Deity  made 
the  decision  to  divert  12  heliooptera  from  30NG  BS.  All  heliooptera 
oloaad  tha  '10.1H  LOI  airfield  at  11 30  hours.  Col  Lawana  was  informed 
of  tha  oar-rent  status  of  Companies  A  and  B  and  asked  where  and  hew  ha 
wished  to  deploy  them.  A  ooanand  and  control  helioop ter  arrived  for 
Col  McUhryatal  and  Be  and  the  battalion  S-3  went  forward  for  * 
reoonnaioeanoe. 

Col  Lawana  had  (elected  two  landing  sonasi  LZ  1  in  the  rloe  Paddy 
on  tha  seat  of  Route  13  (W  727012)  end  LZ  2  across  the  road.  Be 
decided  on  the  letter  with  the  direotion  of  attack  south.  '  At  1145* 

Col  Levant  was  informed  that  the  first  lift  of  A  Company  waa  loaded. 

The  ooapany  ooanotder  was  brief  ad  that  he  would  land  on  LZ  2|  he 
should  operate  his  radio  on  the  squadron  freouer.oy  1  and  ha  wes  under 
control  of  the  squadron  ooam wider,  Tha  LZ  was  prepared  by  air  strikes 
and  artillery  e  A  than  waa  marked  with  smoke  from  Col  koChrystal’e 
aircraft,  A  Conjwy  oloaad  in  two  lifts. 

Company  B  proceeded  north  on  Bouts  13  toward  CP  SCUM  CAiS. 

Upon  arrival  at  that  location,  the  company  would  ba  moved  into  tha 
battle  area  by  helicopters  or  personnel  carriers.  Major  Taylor 
landed  at  the  bridge  and  discovered  there  ware  a  number  of  wounded 
requiring  evacuation  by  Bust  Off  heliooptera  and  tha  pick-up  tone 
would  become  too  congested  with  assault  helloopters  lending  there 
also.  An  alternate  pick-up  tone  waa  selected  at  XT  734967  aa4  tha 
road  solum  of  B  Company  waa  diverted  to  this  location.  Company  1 
then  aada  an  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  2  utilising  fear  lifts  of  five 
aircraft.  A  oommand  group  from  tha  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  Bad 
beam  prepared  for  lift  t-T ter  >  Comp  uy  had  oloaad  the  LS.  da  one 
helicopter  la  the  Iret  lift  of  B  Company  landed,  it  apperaatly 
streak  a  Bad  CBO  bomhlat*  All  pezeeimsl  cleared  the  damaged  ship 
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Wore  it  won  oonsumed  by  fire.  Col  UoChryatal  landed  \rith  B  Con- 
peny,  end  assumed  oonnand  of  Companies  A  and  B,  Col  Wane  wao 
Informed  of  this  end  that  the  battalion  (-)  was  attaoking  in  the 
direotion  he  had  specified. 

Ao  tlie  ooapanles  started  pushing  south,  h  was  vest  of  Route  1} 
and  A  to  their  right  (sketch  map  5).  Company  A  met  resistance  about 
200  meters  south  of  the  LZ  while  B  Company  was  mopping  up  the  reoainin 
elements  of  the  onomy  just  to  the  treat  of  Route  13.  About  300  meters 
south  of  the  LZ,  B  Company  unoovered  C  Troop  and  C  Company  (-)•  At 
this  time,  Col  UcChrystal  assumed  command  of  these  elements.  Company 
C  was  ordered  to  reorganise  and  search  the  immediate  area,  while  C 
Troop  was  to  reorganize,  rocover  disabled  tanks  and  personnel  carriers, 
and  support  from  Route  13  as  Company  B  oontinued  sweeping  south  and 
A  Company  southwest.  Company  B  ceased  to  meet  resistance  by  the  time 
they  had  progressed  about  BOO  meters  from  the  LZ.  However,  A  Company 
met  stiff  resistance  along  the  oreek,  vicinity  XU  715005  (sketoh  map  6). 
The  Viet  Cong  had  established  a  strong  oombat  outpost  line  oast  and 
west  of  the  creek.  Company  A  sustained  a  few  wounded,  lines  no 
headway  vas  being  made,  C  Company  was  committed  on  the  right  flank 
of  A  Company,  The  link-up  wae  mode  by  161 5  and  the  strength  of  the 
two  oompanies  fosoed  the  VC  out  of  thair  positions.  Out  Off  was 
oompleted  and  tha  sweep  oontinued  south  to  the  blocking  positions 
held  hy  11  Troop  and  tha  ARVH  foroea. 

At  loOO,  Col  Berry,  let  Brigade  Commander,  landed  and  dixeoted 
the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  to  assemble  at  LZ  2  and  beooM  the 
brigade  reserve.  The  unite  returned  to  an  assembly  area  just  south 
of  tha  LZ  in  tha  order  S,  A,  and  C  Company,  where  the  battalion 
remained  oversight.  The  reconnaissance  platoon,  and  mortar  platoon 
of  the  battalion  were  flown  in  at  1700.  Three  ambush  sites  vers 
established  on  the  south,  southwest,  and  tha  vast,  hut  no  enaey 
activity  ves  experienced  during  the  night. 

During  tha  time  tha  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  was  preparing 
for  deployment,  the  1st  Brigade  Commander  was  alerted  at  1003  to 
move  one  infantry  battalion  and  tha  brigade  TAC  CF  in  that  order  to 
QUAD  LOI.  Tha  let  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  coontnoed  the  move  at  1234 
hours  using  C-123  and  CV-2  airoroft.  The  brigade  olosed  the  airfield 
at  QUAN  1,01  at  1530.  At  1622,  tha  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  ooamenoed 
an  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  BLU3,  (map  2)  and  by  about  1715  had 
oloaad  into  the  area  and  began  sweeping  eastward. 

Shortly  after  the  oontaot  wan  reported,  the  BIHH  LGH3  Pro vinos 
Chief  offered  units  immediately  available  to  him  for  support  of  the 
let  Infantry  Div.eion,  The  3d  Troop,  let  Cavalry,  A.'VR,  with  20  AFC's 
reinforced  with  the  3d  Company,  let  Battalion,  9th  Regiment,  ‘JtVIf, 
were  attached  to  tha  let  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry.  At  1100  hours  tha 
U.S.  Advisor  reported  to  the  let  Infantry  Si  vision  0-3  for  a  mission. 

Be  was  directed  to  immediately  proceed  north  on  Route  13  to  link  up 
with  U.S.  elements  at  Check  Point  1.  This  was  accomplished  and  the 
blocking  position  established  at  approximately  1300  hours  (sketoh  map 
5).  The  9th  Regiment  had  one  other  ooeqtsny  immediately  available  fern 
operations  which  saved  to  secure  the  bridge  at  Cheek  Point  OOJJCr*  QATB. 
the  Regional  Pores  eonpeniee  were  scouring  the  road  between  the  bridge 
end  BOB  ‘UAI.  One  oenpeny  of  the  9th  Ragimntt  was  smiled  book  from 
an  operation  south  of  QUA!  LOI  as  s  possible  assort  far  the  news  of 
an  artillerr  battery  north  on  Bouts  1}. 

At  about  1K»  heart ,  tee  CIM  eonpeniee  were  eent  from  MO  BOB 
■ad  assumed  hi  nokin*  positions  north  of  the  battle  eras. 
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the  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  mi  ordered  at  10  '0  hours  to 
no  vs  fr ok  SONG  BJ  to  QUAN  LOI.  Tha  battalion  olostd  at  «U.K  LOI  at 
1620  and  A  Batteiy,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  moved  by  (21-47  from 
30N0  BS,  closing  at  2245*  This  batteiy  vas  moved  to  L2  BLUB  (map  2) 
at  111$  hours,  1  July, 

I 

At  1420  hours,  the  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  vas  ordered  to 
terminate  its  operation,  return  to  LAI  XHB  and  prepare  for  movement 
on  order,,  At  1430  2d  Battalion,  16  th  Infantry  vas  ordered  to  move 
one  oompany  from  the  2d  Brigade  Base  Camp  to  PHU0C  VUJH  and  the  bat¬ 
talion  (-)  to  LAI'KHE.  The  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  olosed  into 
LAI  IBB  at  1713  end  the  last  of  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  15th  Infantry 
vas  on  the  vay  to  PHUOC  TD)H  in  fixed  wing  airoraft  by  1813. 

Tha  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  commenced  moving  from  LAI  IBB  at 
1600  hours  utilising  G— 123  end  CV-2  airoraft.  All  alemente  of  this 
battalion  had  olosed  into  QUAN  LOI  at  1710. 

1  -  2  JULY  (U) 

Co  1  July,  follov  up  action  continued  against  remnants  of  the 
27 «  st  TO  Regiment,  The  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  secured  LZ  BLUB 
as  Battery  A,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  vas  lifted  by  OB-47  to 
support  future  operations.  Company  C  remained  to  secure  the  LZ  while 
the  remainder  of  the  battalion  moved  to  seise  the  bridge  at  13  683998 1 
linkup  with  tha  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (-)>  and  with  B  Troop 
proceed  to  Objeotive  1  (,XU  698027).  Troop  C  joined  Company  0,  1st 
Battalion,  2d  Infantry  at  LZ  BLUB. 

The  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  conducted  an  airmobile  assault 
into  LZ  CitfBf  (XT  616993)  at  1000  hours.  The  battalion  moved  to  secure 
Objective  A '3 BEALL  (XT  623996))  left  one  oompeny  in  blocking  positional 
and  proceeded  to  vicinity  of  XU  721021  to  ooaduot  a  search  of  the 
battle  area  of  the  previous  day.  Light  oonteot  vas  made  vith  small 
groups  of  TO. 

The  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  oontlnued  to  search  tha  battle 
area  and  ur 00 vexed  numerous  ehallov  graves  and  additional  VO  bodies. 

At  1600  hours,  tha  battalion  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  PMX 
(XU  392023)  and  oooupied  positions  for  the  night  as  shown  on  Overlay  1. 
Company  A  made  ountaot  vith  the  A3  and  Company  C  and  Booon  Platoon  vox* 
sent  to  reinforce.  Mortar  and  small  arms  fixe  vas  received  until  con¬ 
tact  was  broken  at  2030  hours.  At  0343  hours  2  July,  the  ovoxnight 
positions  of  A  Company,  C  Company,  and  Beoon  Platoon,  ware  taken  under 
fire  by  VO  automatio  veapona  and  mortars ,  The  *C  than  launched  a 
series  of  five  >> '■■-suits  from  all  dirootlona,  but  the  attack  was 
countered  by  fir-  support  from  artillery,  gun  ships,  and  fighter 
bombers.  A  totr.l  of  61  sortiss  vero  flovn  by  USAF  X.  jhter  bombers 
and  inoluded  docs  air  support  by  three  flights  uaL’ig  SIX  SPOT  (radar 
bombing)  techniques .  Company  B  vas  moved  at  0730  hours  to  reinfoxoa 
Compsnlee  A  and  G  and  ocotact  vaa  broken  at  0900  hours.  A  body  ootnt 
af  IQ  Acad  tw veal ed  that  the  attacking  3d  Battalion,  373d  TO  Mala 
foroo  Boglmsmt  suffozsd  the  lose  of  7$  killed. 

if  0710  hours,  ths  1st  Bsttalion,  Nth  Jhfantty  moved  from  even- 
night  positions  ts  support  ths  2d  Battalion,  18th  XafsmVor,  Link-up 
sea  made  at  0930  hours  and  both  bettalloaa  • torched  the  area  aroMad 
tha  tofsmalvs  pa  rise  ter.  The  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infmitay  thm 

eomtlanod  north  tosari  l*  10M  (XB  5904)  but  and#  ne  eoataot. 
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The  1st  Battalion,  2d  Lvfantqr,  ainus  C  Company  at  ths  artillery 
bus,  assembled  on  Route  1}  and  was  Ic-lilifted  into  tZ  ilJD  (,.V  657050), 
closing  at  1320  hours.  This  LZ  and  adjacent  LZ  ./HITS  (XU  657037) 
were  secured  by  Troops  B  and  C,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  and  attached 
ARVH  AFC  troop  and  rifle  company. 

The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  was  helilifted  into  LZ  PINK  and 
relieved  the  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  which  returned  to  oontrol 
of  1st  Infantry  Division  at  1530.  During  the  night  the  2d  Battalion, 

2d  Infantry  came  under  mortar  attaok  which  appeared  lrtar  to  have 
been  a  oover  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  VC  to  the  southwest  and  north* 
west.  A  sweep  of  the  area  was  made  with  only  minor  oontact. 

FIRE  SUPPORT  (U) 

At  the  time  B  Troop  made  eontaot,  a  preplanned  air  strike  was  in 
progress  vioinity  XT  7499*  The  airoraft  had  commenced  dropping  CBU 
at  the  time  Col  Lewane  notified  the  forward  air  controller  (FAC)  that 
the  armored  oolumn  was  in  contact.  The  pilot  pulled  out  of  his 
southeast  to  northwest  direction  of  flight  and  brought  his  airoraft 
down  the  west  side  of  Route  13,  expending  the  remainder  of  his  CBU, 
Napalm,  and  20mm.  A  large  group  of  VC  were  seen  running  east  along 
the  trail  north  of  the  rioe  paddy.  The  next  flight  concentrated  on 
the  logs  at  Check  Point  3  and  the  trail.  A  seoond  FAC  arrived  about 
1030  and  started  working  along  the  trail.  Col  Lewane  requested  the 
area  along  Route  13  about  300  meters  from  the  road  be  hit,  however, 
the  troop  oommanders  requested  it  bs  moved  oloaer  to  the  road. 

During  the  dash  of  Lt  Cole's  3d  Platoon  forward  with  the  inf entry, 
a  napalm  strike  was  placed  along  side  the  vest  of  the  road  assisting 
his  movement.  Col  L«««ne  called  for  a  preparation  an  LZ  2,  but  delayed 
the  actual  landing  when  he  was  notified  that  aircraft  were  on  station 
with  CBU.  This  strike  was  placed  from  the  00  grid  line  to  the  LZ. 

After  the  LZ  preparation,  air  strikes  were  di rooted  to  the  veet  to 
oover  trails  on  whioh  VC  were  withdrawing  in  groups  of  from  5  to  15. 
Napalm  strikes  were  plaosd  ahead  of  ths  advancing  2d  Battalion,  16th 
Infantry. 

From  the  initial  preplanned  strike,  close  sir  support  us a  con¬ 
tinuous  and  unlimited.  A  total  of  86  sorties  were  flown  es  follows i 

A4  -  24 

FI  00  -  40 

A1  -  10  (VKAF) 

F5  -  6 

F4  -  8 

Ordnance  ej-r-mdod  included! 

High  Explosive  -  42.3  tons 

Napalm  -  46  tens 

CBU  -  11.5  tons 

Bookets  -  160 

There  was  a  minium  of  one  FAC  on  station  at  all  times.  Theme 
FACs  were  in  oanet— *  communication  with  either  the  squadron  omamalsr, 
8-3,  or  troop  oo— . ~crt. 

Artillery  direct  support  was  provided  by  Battery  B  (155mm)  and 
Battery  B  (8"),  6th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  looeted  at  BOB  WAN 
(B  7^2891 ).  Battery  l  fired  348  rounds  mad  Battery  0  fixed  277 
tree  the  tine  contest  wee  aeda  until  sheet  1900  hmra. 
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Defensive  concentrations  had  been  plotted  alone  the  route  vhiob 
facilitated  ground  observers  with  the  column  to  call  lor  fire.  However, 
aoat  of  the  missions  were  adjusted  by  air  observers.  Vitlkin  minutes 
after  contact  began,  an  air  observer  was  over  the  battle  area.  ?ire 
was  most  intense  from  the  northeast  and  northwest  end  artillery  was 
fired  on  the  trail  north  of  the  rice  paddy.  These  fires  were  shifted 
to  the  wooded  area  north  of  SROK  SONG.  Col  Lewane  then  direoted  that 
artillery  would  fire  to  the  east  of  Route  13.  This  was  continued 
until  suoh  time  as  he  direoted  that  artillery  be  placed  as  a  blook 
•long  the  streamline  to  the  west.  Artillery  was  also,  used  in  the 
preparation  of  1>Z  2  and  shifted  prior  to  the  lending  to  the  woods  on 
the  north.  Artillery  continued  to  block  along  the  streamline  to  tha 
wast  after  the  infantry  deployed.  Groups  of  VC  wore  seen  to  walk 
into' the  fire,  lying  down  or  getting  in  holes  between  volleys.  Hy 
1700,  rosiotanos  had  ended,  but  air  and  artillery  oontinued  to  inter* 
dlot  likely  assembly  areas  and  routes  of  withdrawal.  Interdiction 
oontinued  throughout  the  night. 

In  addition  to  air  and  artillery,  helicopter  gunshlpe  supported 
the  engaged  units.  At  0945  hours  an  armed  CH-47,  GO-GO  154,  received 
an  ambush  reaction  mission  in  support  of  the  armored  column.  Contaot 
was  mads  with  Col  lewane  at  1000  hours.  The  pilot  was  brief ad  on  tha 
situation  and  mads  an  immediate  attaok  on  the  enemy  foroes  100  meters 
west  of  Route  13.  The  first  attaok  was  made  at  1006  hours  using  20m 
and  50  oaliber  guns  and  40mm  grenades.  After  the  flrat  pass,  Col  lewane 
requested  that  fire  be  moved  to  within  25  to  50  meter*  from  the  road 
and  tha  saoond  attaok  was  made  using  the  same  weapons.  A  third  pass 
was  mads  using  M-18  (1,62  Mini guns)  and  50  oaliber  aide  and  rear  guns.' 
The  Hiniguna  appeared  to  have  little  suppressive  affect  and  tire  air- 
oroft  rooelved  several  hits.  Transmission  warning  lights,  oil  pres¬ 
sure,  and  temperature  gauges  indicated  heavy  damage  and  an  immediate 
landing  waa  mad*  in  the  rice  paddy  east  of  Route  13.  A  oheok  indi¬ 
cated  the  aircraft  was  safe  to  fly  and  tha  aircraft  returned  to 
QUAH  LOI  to  ascertain  tha  extant  of  damage.  At  1130  hours,  YTOG  TAU 
waa  oontaotod  for  a  replacement  aircraft  which  arrived  at  1300  and 
oontinued  attacks  on  eneoy  troops,  evacuation  routes,  assembly  area a, 
and  oloa*  support  of  elements  occupying  blocking  positions. 

Operations  with  armed  Chinooks  ended  at  2015  hours.  Wunaxooa 
sortie?  were  flown  by  armed  TJH-IB's  both  af  cover  for  the  armed 
Chinooks  and  against  targets  selected  by  Col  lewane. 

RESULTS  (U) 


Bieny  loose:  lnoludedt 


?70  XIA  -V-y  Count) 

300  XX.  •;i'r%.:>*bl*) 

7  VC  C'Mpvtv** 

40  Snell  Am 
23  Crew  Served  Veepons 
1(3}  Rounds  of  Annual ti  on 

(0)  Friendly  loosen  ere  as  follows  1 


1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 


UL 

m 

Oq  Troop 

3 

B  Troop 

7  0  aw) 

38 

0  troop 
Total 
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<C*>  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry 


KIA  WL\ 

A  Company  1  1<; 

B  Company  1  10 

0  Company  (l  DOT)  ij 

Total  7  59 


Sevan  armored  personnel  carriers  and  four  tanka  were  donated. 

One  personnel  carrier  and  one  UH-1D  were  destroyed, 

CONCLUSION  (U) 

As  the  reaetion  forces  oontlnued  to  search  the  battle  area,  oon- 
olusive  evidanoe  was  found  that  the  271  at  VC  Regiment  had  been  decis¬ 
ively  defeated  and  again  failed  in  ita  assigned  mission  to  destroy 
U.S,  armored  forces  along  Route  13*  The  rout  of  271st  Regiment  oan 
be  attributed  to  several  significant  faotst 

Prom  the  first  indication  of  oontaot  until  the  VC  withdrew  in 
defeat,  Lt  Col  Lewane  was  in  complete  command  of  the  situation.  At 
the  time  of  oontaot,  the  squadron  was  under  0  PC  Oil  2d  Battalion,  18th 
Infantry.  Because  he  had  oomplete  control  of  the  situation,  subor¬ 
dinate  elemavts  of  the  2d  Battalion,  11th  Infantry  were  plaoed  under 
hla  oontrol  whan  committed  to  the  battle,  except  for  short  periods 
of  time  when  he  returned  to  refuel,  he  was  over  the  battle  area. 

During  his  abaanoe,  he  had  his  S-3  replace  him  to  control  the  aotion 
and  coordinate  the  fire  support.  Col  Lewane  was  in  constant  com¬ 
munication  with  his  troop  commanders,  artillery  ob-ervexe,  forward 
air  controllers,  and  gunehipa.  He  coordinated  all  tha  firee  to 
Insure  that  the  maximum  amount  of  uninterrupted  firepower  oould  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy  forces. 

Lt  Col  HoChiystal'a  plans  for  deployment  of  the  rapid  roaotlcn 
force  saved  many  valuable  minutes,  preventing  a  larger  number  of  VC 
from  withdrawing. 

Tha  deoision  of  General  DePuy  to  divert  heliooptera  for  the 
lift  of  ?d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry,  ooupled  with  the  movement  of 
B  Comp-'  by  vehicle  to  ths  piokup  sone  out  to  a  minimum,  tha  time 
between  landing  of  tho  two  companies. 

Preplanned  airetrikoe  were  available  for  diversion  to  the  area 
of  oontaot  end  subsequent  close  air  support  was  continuous.  There 
was  unlimited  support  with  varying  quantities  and  types  of  oxdnmnoo. 

Medium  and  1- omllbar  artillery  was  available  within  range 
of  tho  battle  air'.-r  .  1  rapidly  responded  to  requests  for  fire  by 
Col  Lowsne. 

Troop  C  was  not  initially  engaged  and  was  available  for  immed¬ 
iate  reinforcement  on  Col  Levant's  order, 

"  txueendov-i  beae  or  iin  *.id  down  iqr  tue  .  and  f-eonr.ol 
oarrlers,  ooupled  with  the  tenacity  with  which  psrsnmal  faur&t  mod 
ths  onto tending  leadership  given  the  men,  were  instrumental  in  over- 
ocmU*  the  none rlo ally  superior  W  force.  As  squad  and  platoon  leaders 
were  wounded  or  killed,  assistants  iamsdlstsly  sssunad  command  so  that 
at  ms  tins  ware  ths  troops  lacking  dlxeeUou. 
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the  tine  oentaot  wee  ud<  is  pnrtioularly  significant,  The 
battle  started  at  09)9  leaving  tan  hours  of  daylight  for  tha  b.vttle 
to  develop,  a  raaotion  force  to  ba  ccaoittad,  and  a  aaaroh  of  tha 
battle  area  to  be  conducted  after  contact  was  broken.  This  d  tail  ad 
tha  enny  tha  oapability  to  polios  tha  area. 

Weather  conditions  did  not  llnlt  tha  ability  of  tha  forward  air 
controllers  or  artillejy  observers  to  place  effective  fire  on  tha 
anaqr. 

Inol  ~  MAP  1  -  let  Inf  Biv  Troop  Dispositions 
HIP  2  -  Area  of  Operation  1*50,000 
HAP  5  -  P1CT0HAP  Area  of  Operation  1*25,000 
Sketch  Maps  1  -  6 
Overlay  -  Battle  of  BO  KRIQHOU 

Prepared  By* 

Major  Williaa  L  Ponder  Jr 
17  th  Kllltaqr  Hi  story  Dat 
let  Infantjy  Division 
APO  San  Pxanolaoo  96)45 


11 


K'  -Y'-'-"-.  ■ 1  T ; ’ 


Q*- 


cugcK 


SKFTCH  iV.f-  BAr^Lc  OF  H O  KR16NGU  VC  Contact  By  ; 


?  AUG  1S66 


THE  CAMPAIGN  ALOIS  NATIONAL  ROUTE  13 

(0)  In  oorly  Hay  1966,  a  Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Croup  pat¬ 
rol,  led  by  U.S.  Special  No rose  personnel,  killed  a  Viet  Cong  Lieu¬ 
tenant  about  five  kilometers  southeast  of  LOC  NXNH  Distxlot  Town, 
along  National  Bouts  13  in  northern  BINH  LONO  Pro vinos.  Among  the 
papers  dieoovered  on  the  body  of  this  officer  was  a  map  end  a  plan 
for  the  attack  on  LOC  NUN  Town  end  the. Special  forces  camp  by  three 
Hat  Cong  Regiments  and  one  North  Vietnamese  Amy  Regiment,  The 
disoovaxy  of  this  dooumant  marked  the  beginning  of  a  prolonged  oam- 
palgn  along  National  Bouts  13,  leading  from  SAIGON  through  THU  BAU. 
MOT,  the  proVineial  oapital  of  BINH  DUONG  Pro  vinos 1  onward  to  the 
north  through  CHON  THANH  Diatriot  Tneni  through  EON  QUAN  (AN  LOC), 
the  provincial  oapital  of  BINH  LONO  Province |  and  finally  north 
through  the  LOC  NINE  Plantation  to  the  Cambodian  Border, 

(C)  On  17  May,  a  CISC  Foroe  and  one  battalion  of  the  9th  AHVN 
Bagla ant  engaged  a  two  battalion  VC  foroe  which  Included  the  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  273d  Regiment  and  possibly  e  battalion  of  the  271at  Regiment. 
The  sot ion  whioh  took  place  vioinity  XU  5904,  about  two  kilometers 
froa  the  Cambodian  Border,  resulted  in  heavy  casualties  by  both  sides, 

(U)  The  3d  Brigade,  let  Infantry  Division,  was  die patched- to 
LOC  HUfH  with  three  infantry  battalions  and  one  artillery  battalion 
an  19  end  20  Hey  1966.  L*  tween  19  and  26  May,  this  brigade  estab¬ 
lished  a  defensive  perimeter  around  the  LOC  NINH  airstrip  and  pat¬ 
rolled  and  conducted  search  t peietions  westward  to. the  Cambodian 
Border  without  substantial  o< ntaot,  The  brigade  returned  to  its 
base  at  MI  KHS  on  26  May  1966, 


(0)  Subsequently,  intelligence  from  a  number  of  Bournes  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  VC,  having  postponed  their  attaok,  intended  to  go 
ahead  with  their  original  plana.  Agents  reported  through  the 
Vietnamese  Any  that  tha  VO  ware  inaugurating  a  campaign  to  last 
froa  20  Key  until  20  August  to  doe troy  friendly  forces  along  Route 
13l  to  intardiot  the  route  1  end  to  harass  or  attaok  LOC  NINH,.  BOR 
QUAN,  CHON  THANH,  UXNH  THANH,  and  30N0  BE.  VC  Forces  involved  0 on- 
listed  of  a lx  regiments.  It  was  assumed  that  these  regimen ta  in¬ 
cluded  three  of  the  9th  Viet  Cong  Dd vision,  271 et,  272d,  end  273dj 
end  another  grouping  of  the  101st,  141st,  end  possibly  the  250th 
Regiments  of  the  North  Vietnamese  Army.  . 

(O)  The  3d  Brigade  returned  to  LOC  NINH  on  2  June  1966  with 
one  infantry  battalion  aad  one  artilloqr  battalion.  At  this  time, 
tha  5th  ARVN  Division  Commander,  with  headquarters  at  PBU  LOI, 
informed  the  Commending  General,  1st  Inf  entry  Division,  that  ha 
believed  tha  Viet  Oong  would  attaok  tho  HNH  LONG  Provincial  oapital* 
BOM  OJJAN,  Tha  decision  warn  aade  to  move  one  troop  of  tho  1st  Squad¬ 
ron,  4th  Cavalry,  with  two  ground  unite  to  HON  (JUAN. 


(0)  On  6  Juno,  tho  2d  Battalion,  10th  Xafaatoy  was  moved  to 
LAI  Xhl  airfield  aa  an  infantry  raaotLon  faros  end  A  Troop,  let 
Squadron,  4th  Oavelqr  eo—annad  its  novo  from.  LAX  XU  through  OHM 
Wm  to  DOM  HUAI.  Although  .reed  hlpoka,  educe,  and  minor  hmirnem- 
msnt  were  emoauatexed,  Troop  A  arrived  at  CBOM  SUU  about  1JOO 
without  ai^tlfloemt  aenteat,  At  this  point  tho,  M  Battalion,  10th 
Xhfbmtrr  warn  moved  by  helicopters  te  the  n  4BAI  airfield,  pitting 
it  la  a  better  peel tl am  to  react,  to  ghy  engogememt  betmiem  OHO 
end  nr  CPAS.  At  1440  horn me,  ijieidmitoly  It  bUametma  pan*  ef 
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BON  QUAN  in  *  densely  wooded  area,  the  lead  tank  received  a  direct 
hit  from  a  75mm  recoillese  rifle.  The  .ambush  by  all  three  battalion* 
of  the  272d  Viet  Cong  Regiment  waa  triggered.  airing  the  three  and 
a  half  hours  duration-  of  the  battle.  Troop  A  was  supported  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  ai re trikes,  and  105am,  155aa,  and  6"  artillery.  The  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  18th  Infantry  was  committed  in  an  airmobile  assault  to  the 
north  of  the  battle  area  and  swept  both  aides  of  the  woods  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  oavalry,  Coupled  with  the  valiant  fight  by  A  Troop, 
these  measures  destroyed  90$  of  the  1st  Battalion,  272d  Regiment, 
including  the  battalion  commander.  Fifty  percent  of  the  2d  Batta¬ 
lion  was  destroyed,  while  the  5d  Battalion  was  generally  south  of 
the  major  action.  The  Chief  of  Staff,  272d  Regiment,  reportedly 
was  also  killed  during  the  engagement.  Troop  a  and  the  2d  Battalion, 
18th  Infantry  continued  to  HON  QUAN  the  following  day. 

(c)  On  11  June  1966,  A  Company,  2d  Battalion,.  28th  Infantry 
committed  one  rifle  platoon  with  a  CIDG  reconnaissance  platoor.  in 
an  airmobile  reconnaissance  operation  to  the  western  edge  of  the 
LOC  NINH  Plantation.  The  remainder  of  A  Company  moved  by  foot  from 
the  LOC  NINH  airstrip  to  effect  a  link  up.  Light  contact  wra  made 
at  0900  and  about  noon,  C  Company  was  oommitted  to  assist.  By 
1400  hours  it  was  apparent  that  the  VC  force  consisted  of  at  least 
one  battalion  and  the  remainder  of  the  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry 
moved  by  foot  to  the  LOC  NINE  Plantation.  Massive  air  and  artillery 
fire  power  assisted  the  infantry  in  overrunning  the  positions  and  by 
1900  the  VC  withdrew  leaving  98  dead  and  numerous  weapons  on  the 
battlefield.  Subsequent  reports  from  plsntation  workers  and  captured 
VC  revealed  that  the  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  had  destroyed  over 
50$  of  the  1st  Battalion,  273d  Regiment. 

(C)  The  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  under  OFCQN  of  the  1st 
Brigade  oonducted  an  air  mobile  raid  on  21  June  in  the  area  of  a 
reported  xloe  storage  area  along  the  SAIGON  River  west  of  the 
MICHEL  IN  Plantation.  This  raid  discovered  1506  tons  of  rioe  and 
large  quantities  of  other  supplies.  A  second  unit,  the  2d  Battalion, 
2d  Infantry,  was  oommitted  before  the  operation  terminated  on  2P  J'Tse. 


(C)  the  1st  Infantry  Division  waa  deployed,  on  30  June  as 
shown  on  Inoloaure  1.  The  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  waa  oon- 
duoting  operations  to  the  southeast  of  SONG  BS|  the  2d  Battalion, 

28th  Infantry  to  the  northeast.  The  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry, 
under  division  oontrol  with  attached  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry(-), 
waa  oonduoting  armed  reconnaissance  operations  and  in' entry  reoon- 
naisaanoe  patrolling  in  the  general  area  of  the  QCA1I  LOI  »  AN  LOC  . 
Plantation.  The  1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  was  scouring  engineers 
finishing  the  airstrip  at  MINH  THANH.  The  1st  Battalion,  26th  In-  . 
f entry,  under  oontrol  of  the  Division  Artillery  Commander,  continued 
lta  pacification  operations  in  the  JOT  LOI  area  with  the  BdH  DUONO 
Province  Chief  end  the  7th  ARVK  Regiment. 


(C)  About  0900  on  }0  June,  Troops  B  and  C,  1st  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalry  and  C  Company,  2d  Battalion,  1 8th  Infantry  proceeded  north 
from  HON  QTUH  and  snplaoed  an  A  VLB  adjacent  to  the  damaged  O'M  LB 
Bridge.  The  oolusn  then  moved  north  to  oonduot  on  armed  reconnais¬ 
sance  along  Routt  13  and  aeoure  engineer  aqu^pmeat  to  be  brought  on 
the  return  trip  from  LOC  NINH  to  the  bridge  site.  Four  thousand 
meters  from  the  bridge  site.  Troop  B  started  receiving  recoilless 
rifle,  smell  arms,  and  mortar  fire  end  this  triggered  on  ambush  by 
all  three  battalions  of  the  271st  Tldt  Cong  Regiment.  The .  Commanding 
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General,  1st  Infantry  Division  was  notified  of  this  action  while  he 
was  with  the  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  southwest  of  SONG  BB,  On 
the. return  flight,  he  alerted  the  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  at 
PHUOC  VEIN  for  a  fixed-wing  airlift  to  QUAN  LOI.  At  1020  the  3d  Bri¬ 
gade  Commander  was  instructed  to  retract  the  1st  Battalion,  28th  In¬ 
fantry  from  its  operation  to  the  SONG  BB  airstrip  and  be  prepared 
upon  reoeipt  of  helicopters  to  move  to  the  airfield  at  QUAN  LOI,  At 
1000  hours  the  1st  Brigade  Commander  was  ordered  to  move  the  1st  Bat¬ 
talion,  2d  Infantry  and  the  Brigade  Command  Post  to  QUA!!  LOI  in  that 
order  and  upon  arrival  to  take  command  of  the  operation.  By  1330 
hours,  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  had  been  committed  into  a 
landing  zone  north  of  the  cavalry,  and  placed  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  squadron  commander.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
when  the  battle  started,  the  Commending  Officer,  1st  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalry  was  under  the  OFCON  of  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry, 
However,  because  he  was  in  command  on  the  ground,  the  2d  Battalion, 
18th  Infantry  was  placed  under  Ms  oommand.  The  1st  Battalion,  2d 
Infantry  dosed  QUAN  LOI  by  fixed-wing  aircraft  at  1530  hours  and 
by  180?  hours  was  introduced  by  airmobile  assault  into  an  LZ  west  of 
the  battle  area.  By  1620  hours,  the  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry 
had  closed  into  QUAN  LOI  and  was  prepared  for  an  airmobile  assault. 
The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  was  ordered  to  move  from  LAI  KH2  by 
fixed-wing  aircraft  to  QUAN  LOI  and  assume  the  mission  of  security 
for  QUAN  LOI  -  HON  QUAN.  With  the  infantry  sweeping  southi  the  U.S. 
and  AHVN  cavalry  blooking  along  Route  13  and  the  road  south  of  the 
battle  area;  and  air  atrikea  and  artillery  covering  the  routes  of 
withdrawal)  the  271st  Viet  Cong  Regiment  was  defeated  by  1700  hours 
and  began  withdrawing  to  the  west  and  northwest.  Eighty-eight 
close  air  support  sorties  were  flown  in  support  of  the  battle  and 
the  8”  and  155mm  batteries  expended  277  and  548  rounds  respectively. 
The  Viet  Cong  bodies  oounted  on  30  June  totaled  267  killed.  Due  to 
bad  weather  on  1  July,  the  airmobile  assault  by  the  1st  Battalion, 
28th  Infantry  into  an  LZ  farther  to  the  west  did  not  take  place 
until  1000  hours.  This  landing  was  mads  into  an  area  in  which  VC 
prisoners  indicated  the  271st .Regiment  would  rally.  A  heavy  pre¬ 
paration  by  air  and  artillery  was  fired,  including  fires  from  one 
battery  which  had  been  lifted  into  the  1st  littalion,  2d  Infantry 
LZ  by  CH-47.  Additional  wounded  VC  were  picked  up  in  the  area,  but 
there  was  no  evidence  of  a  major  VC  force  in  the  immediate  area  of 
this  landing  tone. 

(C)  At  1630  hours,  1  July,  the  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was 
lifted  by  assault  heliooptera  from  their  perimeter  along  Route  13 
into  two  LZ's  farther  to  the  northwest.  At  1000  hours,  A  Company 
proceeded  to  a  major  trail  orooaing  and  became  heavily  engagod. 

C  Company  and  the  Reoon  Platoon  were  sent  to  reinforce  A  Company. 
Company  B  was  1500  meters  farther  to  the  north  and  the  battalion 
oommand  post  was  1000  meters  to  the  north.  Comprnioe  A  and  C 
received  a  heavy  volume  of  mortar  and  automatic  weapons  fire  agrinst 
their  perimeter  during  the  early  evening.  During  the  night  a  VC 
battalion  surrounded  the  two  oompaniea.  The  battalion  headquarters 
had  no  significant  ocmtaot.  At  0530,  2  July,  the  VC  launched  a 
series  of  five  assaults  against  A  Company,  C  Company,  and  the  Reoon 
Platoon,  The  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  was  sent'  from  the  south 
to  link  up  and  B  Company,  2d  1  .talion,  18th  Infantry  from  the  north. 
Tighter  bomber  strikes  were  brought  in  under  a  200  foot  ceiling  end 
artillery  fire  vaa  delivered  from  the  lending  sons  occupied  by  the 
let  Battalion,  24  Infantry.  The  VC  attack  vaa  repulsed  with  losses 
to  the  34  Battalion,  2734  VO  Regiment  that  included  78  killed.  The 
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1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantsy,  minus  one  oompany  at  the  artillery  base, 
was  assembled  on  Route  13  an  helilifted  to  an  11  east  of  the  battle. 
The  landing  zona  was  secured  by  the  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  and 
the  attaohea  ARVN  AFC  troop  and  rifle  oompany  of  the  1st  Battalion, 

9th  Regiment.  The  3 d  Brigade  was  ordered  to  move  its  headquarters 
baok  to  IOC  NHJH  at  0900  together  with  the  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infan¬ 
try.  At  the  same  time,  the  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was  ordered 
to  move  by  fixed-wing  aircraft  from  LAI  KHE  to  LOC  NINH  and  provide 
a  reaotion  force  to  be  used  to  the  northwest.  The  1st  Battalion, 

28th  Infantry  linked  up  with  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  at  0930 
and  then  proceeded  to  the  lake  at  XU  5904,  '  The  battalion  ' 

was  lightly  engaged  enroute.  A  large  VC  foroe  was  then  located 
between  the  Infantry-Cavalry  foroe  on  the  east  and  the  two  infantry 
battalions  on  the  west.  At  1 500  hours,  the  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 
from  QUA}?  LOI  relieved  the  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry,  preparatory 
to  a  sweep  to  the  east.  During  the  night,  the  2d  Battalion,  2d  In¬ 
fantry  oame  under  mortar  attaok  whioh  later  seemed  to  be  a  oovar  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  VC  both  to  the  southwest  and  northwest.  After 
sweeping  the  area  with  only  minor  oontaot,  all  foroes  were  withdrawn 
from  the  operational  area  on  4  July.  The  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry, 
let  Battalion,  28th  Infantry,  and  1st  sad  2d  Battaliorui,  2d  Infantry 
were  assembled  at  the  QUAN  LOI  Plantation.  The  1st  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalxy(-)  assembled  at  the  EON  QUAN  airfield.  These  troops  stood 
down  for  two  days  for  rest,  resupply,  new  uniforms,  end  for  main¬ 
tenance  on  armored  vehioles.  The  first  Chapter  of  the  Campaign 
.Along  Route  13  was  cloead. 

(C)  While  the  battles  with  the  271st  and  273d  Regiments  took 
plaoe  north  of  HON  QUAN,  the  272d  Regiment  at  least  partially  recov¬ 
ered  from  its  battle  eouth  of  BON  QUAN,  moved  to  an  area  between 
CHON  TRANE  end  1I0N  QUAN,  Further  reports  indioete  that  another 
regimes t  may  have  taken  up  poaitiona  along  Route  13  between  CBQN 
THANE  and  LAI  KBS.  When  the  27 2d  Viet  Cong  Regiment  aabuahed 
A  Troop,  It  may  havt  expected  a  soft  convoy  and  instead  ran  into  an 
armored  troop.  However,  a  diary  takes  from  the  body  of  a  VC  oaptaln 
from  the  271  at  Regiment  after  the  battle  an  30  June  indioeted  that 
hie  mission  was  to  destroy  U.S.  armored  forces  on  Routs  13.  It  thus 
appears  that  the  VC  are  under  orders  to  fight  and  win  the  battle  of 
National  Route  13  end  that  they  intend  to  do  so  regardless  of  losses. 
The  remaining  chapters  in  the  Campaign  Along  National  Route  13  are 
yet  to  be  written, 
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HEADQUARTERS  s-' 

FIRST  BATTALION,  18 1H  INFANUH 
APO  US  FORCES  96345 


20  June  1966 


SUBJECTi  Combat  Alter  Action  Report  (Operation  LEXINGTON  III) 


Camnanding  Qffloer 
2d  Bdo,  1st  Inf  Div 
ATTNs  S-3 
APO  US  Forces  96345 

Camcanding  General 
1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTNt  AVID  -  T 
APO  US  Forcos  96345 


1.  (U)  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION!  Operation  LEXINGTON  HI,  Battalion 
searoh  and  destroy  operation  In  Rung  Sat  Speolal  Zone, 

2.  (U)  DATES  OF  OPERATION!  210900  May  -  091200  June  66. 

3.  (C)  GENERAL;  Operation  LEXINGTON  HI  was  initiated  by  Headquarters  MACV. 

The  operation  called  far  a  single  battalion  operating  in  the  Rung  Sat  Special 
Zona.  Maps,  Vietnam  li 50,000.  Sheets!  63421,  6342II,  6442 IV.  6442IH. 

The  operation  was  conducted  In  five  phases.  Phase  I  included  a  airlift  and 
sealift  into  Operation  Base  SHARK  XS056647  in  IACR  "B"  (Inol  1  -  Overlay  of 
ZACR  "B")  and  a  motor  march  into  Operation  Baso  PORPOISE  (VUNQ  TAU),  Phase  H 
ooverod  company  sise  searoh  and  destroy  oporotion  in  TA®  "B"  and  several  in 
TAOR  "A"  (mol  2  -  Overlay  of  TAQR  "A").  Phase  HI  vas  the  move  from  Operation 
Base  SHARK  in  TA®  "B"  to  Operation  Baso  BARRACUDA  in  TA(R  "A".  The  move  was  mads 
by  holioopter  airlift  and  sealift.  Phase  IV  covered  company  sits  operations  in 
TA®  "A".  In  phase  V  the  1/1S  Inf  and  A  1/7  Arty  moved  from  Rung  Sat  Speolal 
Zone  back  to  Bearcat  by  belicoptor  airlift  anl  soalift. 

Throughout  Operation  LEXINGTON  III  1/18  Inf  maintained  a  oompozy  sits  rapid 
reaotlon  faroo  at  tho  operation  base. 

Tbs  operation  was  unique  in  that  the  1/18  Inf  employed  airlift  by  HUH)  ent 
soalift  ty  LCM  and  LCU,  The  fire  support  included  A  1/7  Arty  in  DS  of  1/18  Inf, 
IF  hr  (HUB),  Naval  Gunfire,  USAF  or!  Navy  Air.  A  USX)  LNO  with  Naval  OUn  Fire 
Team  supported  the  1/lfe  Inf  tho  e::tl.'e  operation. 

a.  Reporting  Qffloeri  M&j  J.C,  Bard,  Coononrtlng 

b.  Task  QrgarjLsationi 

(l)  COHJAVF®V  LNOi  Lt  Col  A.  C.  Smith  It.  USM1 


COHJAVF®V  LNOi  Lt  Col  A.  C.  Smith  Jr.  ' 

M«J  E.  King  USH5 

Co  A:  Capt  L.R.  Mlllsri  Convuding 
Co  Bi  Capt  i,J.  Robortei  Cppt  Z,  Allan! 

Co  Ci  Capt  R.J,  Tocoli  Commanding 
A  1/7  Arty  (DS)i  Capt  Mogregort  OnuwUng 


Commanding 


(4)  A  1/7  Arty  (DS)i  Capt  Mogregort  OnuwUng 

(5)  RAO  Brat  Co,  VHN 

i6)  Battalion  Droops 
7)  HHC  1/U8  Inf  (.) 

8)  Reoon  Pit 

4.  (C)  mmUQBNCK! 

a.  Zhfcnutloet  Available  information  an  VC  Faroes  prior  to  ccsaenosment 
of  Operation  LEXINGTON  IH  indicated  that  thoro  were  supposedly  ow»  (1)  Engineer 
Battalion,  end  Looal  Forces  consisting  of  four  (4)  oaapaniss,  sL<  (6)  Platoons, 
and  two  (2)  squads  within  the  operational  eroa  of  TA®  "A"  (qUANG  XUXEN  District) 
and  TA®  "B"  (CAN  010  District).  Initially  oltfitesn  (18)  spsoiflo  target  areas 
(11  in  tA®  "A*,  3  in  ZA®  *B",  4  outside  tA®'s)  were  furnished  by  tho  Navel 
Advisory  Qroup,  with  one  (l)  more  in  TA®  "A"  added  during  the  courso  of  the 
operation.  Information  on  subjected  supply  routes  and  othor  lnatallations  ant 
units  wars  also  furnished  ty  MACV  intelligence  estimates  end  Combined  Intelligence 
Center  reports. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIOENTML 

0»  RSSZ  was  algo  suspected  of  being  a  thoroughfare  for  the  4th  Bn,  1654  Rogt 
and  three  (3)  other  companies.  The  RSSZ  was  considered  VC  controlled  without 
population  destination.  It  was  further  considered  A  VC  transportation  c  trridor 
for  the  movement  of  arms  and  arcaunition  and  eh  important  link  in  the  VC  resupply 
system  for  traffic  between  Saigon  and  Vung  Tau,  from  the  western  region,  and  by 
sea  from  NVN,  Also  it  was  considered  by  the  VC  as  a  lucrative  area  for  tl*  inter*, 
diction  of  the  shipping  channels  loading  to  the  port  of  Saigon,  thereby  dis¬ 
rupting  the  ecctnony  of  the  RV!.'  aid  t.  o  friendly  war  effort, 

b.  Enemy  Situation:  There  wore  no  largo  engagements  with  VC  Forces.  The 
VC  225th  Engineer  Battalion  or  it's  elements,  as  well  as  the.  othar  local  force 
companies)  were  not  encountered.  Large  massing  of  VC  Forces  was  rat  anticipated, 
and  no no  took  placo.  Contacts  with  local  force  units  and  guerrillas  were  expect¬ 
ed,  and  took  place.  Except  for  a  limited  amount  of  booby  traps,  sniping,  SA 
liarassing  firo,  and  ono  mooting  engngomont,  our  farces  movod  unopposed.  It  is 
ostimatod  that  the  Battalion  oncountorod  only  local  forces  and  guorrillo  olo- 
monts.  The  VC  forces  oncountcred  within  or  near  base  oroos  showod  no  intention 
af  defending  theso  facilities,  as  vas  oxpoctod.  The  majority  of  tho  VC  KIA's 
woro  as  a  result  of  night  ambushes  along  streams  and/or  waterways.  Baso  caapa 
and  facilities  woro  found  generally  near  tho  streams  indicating  tho  no  ad  for  oasy 
accessibility  in  this  typo  of  terrain.  Although  some  of  tho  specific  target  areas 
woro  not  checked  due  to  lack  of  transportation  or  fire  support,  as  well  as  denial 
of  operating  areas,  maximum  effort  was  placed  against  suspected  routes  into  the 
target  areas  with  significant  results.  Targets  7,  8,  9,  10,  and  12  did  not  have 
installations  or  activities  is  reported,  Tho  area  in  tho  Southern  tip  of  TACR  “A" 
(bounded  by  the  RACK  GANH  H.\">  LON,  tho  SONG  DWG  TRANK,  and  the  South  China  Sea), 
although  not  a  specific  target  area,  did  provo  lucrative  in  that  a  large  base 
camp  was  uncovered  and  contact  vac  node  with  an  undetermined  amount  of  VC,  re¬ 
sulting  in  two  (2)  VC  KIA  and  two  (2)  weapons  oapturod.  This  area  could  not 
bo  pursued  further  as  tho  oporation  was  terminated  at  this  tins.  Maximum  use 
was  nado  of  RED  HAZE  and  SLAB  missions.  Despite  constant  surveillance  by  these 
devices,  no  significant  covenants  were  noted  in  tho  TA® 1  s.  The  very  few  SLAB 
roturne  indicated  there  was  a  limited  number  of  boots  used  by  the  VC  or  the  VC 
ohose  not  to  movo  because  of  his  knowledge  of  the  SLAB  capability  as  well  our 
pro nonce  in  tho  area,  RED  HAZE  sightings  were  primarily  in  and  around  populated 
areas  and  nnlu  shipping  ohannols, 

0.  Significant  Incidents: 

/  Seven  (7)  ambushes  agair.id  VD  in  sampans  resulting  In  twontyw-six 

(26)  VC  KXA,  twelve  (12)  woapons  oapturod  or  destroyed,  and  srren  (7)  scapans 
destroyed, 

(2)  Engagement  with.  VC  squad  resulting  in  three  (3)  VC  KXA  and  two  (2) 
weapons  oapturod, 

d.  Significant  VC  facilities  uncovorodt 

(1)  Largo  incorploto  base  oonp  with  only  fortifications  noar  tho  UK) 
WAHH  VC  con  troll  od  village  vie  IS100492. 

(2)  Company  olio  base  aanp  w/ 1900  rds  SA  and  6  snapane  vie  XS944626. 

(3)  Tw>  (2)  bko  facilities  vie  13956628  and  XS958616,  containing  fourw 
toon  (14)  weapons,  gronodes,  and  repair  tools. 

(4)  Hospital  vlo  XS9 54609  w/13  huts  (60  bod  oopaoi^r),  one  (l)  operating 
roan,  6  sampans,  and  a  few  mod leal  supplies. 

15)  Boss  oaap  with  capacity  far  forty  (40)  porsonnsl  vlo  XS018978. 

6)  Incc^plats  base  ocap  w/landing  deck  vlo  IS029613. 

7)  Base  camp  w/twenty  (20)  huts  and  forty  (40)  bunkers  vlo  1S987541. 

8)  Large  baso  camp  (15Cb  x  75a)  v/fivs  (5)  large  huts  vlo  XSOOS563. 

t.  Terrain  and  weather  were  as  oxpocted ,  Showers  or  thundorshowors  did 
Oppoar  in  the  afternoons,  and  at  tines  early  evening,  hen grove  swoop  forosts 
wo  encountarod.  Conoealment  fr<*  air  and  ground  in  this  oroa  was  excellent, 
Thoro  ware  LZ's  available  la  TA®  "B*  (CAR  CIO  District),  but  V017  few  in  TA® 

*4*  ((JJAJC  XUTKN  District),  The  no  jar  obstacles  were,  of  course,  the  wetaruays 
tide  level,  end  tho  doc so ,  low  ovorgroon  mangrove  forest  areas. 


f.  Linitatlonst  Aortal  photographs  roquostod  wars  mot  Initially  available, 
Hbon  they  did  orttvo,  tho  operation  hod  alroady  boon  oorplota  for  tho  particular 
cover"  rooolved.  However,  tho  pbotogr-iphs  wars  oxcollont,  with  si  clan  aloud 
cover ,  tiSD  HAZE  and  SLAB  inflight  reports  ware  not  available  until  the  lost 
f*w  days  of  the  operatic a,  This  occurred  only  because  diroct  woe  finally 

BOdo  with  the  surwoillanoe  ur.lt,  omy  after  repoatod  requests  throng  -^-"atlr 
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g.  VC  Loses  and  l_,umenta  Captured!  (see  Para  9)  ^ 

h.  Pay  War  t 

(1)  Pgy  War  effort  included  use  of  U-10  aircraft  for  loudspeaker 
appeals  and  far  dissemination  of  printed  matter,  and  footaovement  for  audio 
appeals  and  visual  contact. 

(2)  Pay  War  personnel  accompanying  the  Med  Cap  ■team  on  visits  to  the 
Ocmmitlea  of  Dong  Hoa  and  Can  Gio  succeeded  in  establishing  a  friendly 
atmosphere,  US  aims  and  reasons  for  being  in  Vietnam  were  explained  to  villagers. 

(3)  Mina  loudspeaker  missions  wore  flown  over  the  operational  area 
by  U-10  aircraft,  for  a  total  of  17  houre  broadcast  time. 

(4)  Loaflots  dropped  on  Operation  LEXINGTON  IH  wore  as  follows* 

TYPE  AMOUNT 

How  to  surrender  20,000 

ARVN  versus  VC  Life  20,000 

Symptoms  of  Dleoass  20,000 

Medical  troatnent  for  rolliari  .  10,000 
A P  1S9 

(5)  Arses  of  drop  and  broadcast  were  the  aouthorn  most  eoction  of 
the  Rung  Sat  Special  Zone, 

1,  Civil  Affairs:  During  tho  oporation  the  Battalion  Civic  Aotion  Team 
accomplished  tho  following  tasks: 

(1)  Hold  Medical  Sick  Call  in  villages  near  Battalion  CP,  especially 
I y  Nhon  XS937590  end  Dong  Hoc  l'SC  >9476,  Boats  wore  ueod  to  convoy  nodical  per¬ 
sonnel  to  all  villages  in  Can  Gio  sub  sootor  area  vio  lai.63518.  Organic  Batta¬ 
lion  personnel  vero  augmented  at  times  by  teens  from  2d  Bdo  and  Division  Head¬ 
quarters.  Aavlno  was  given  on  cloanllnais  and  sanitation  far  preventive  pur¬ 
pose*. 

(2)  Attempts  wore  initir.ted  to  procuro  oortalu  ltome  such  as  insect 
repellent  which  would  ;-i  distribute*'  by  local  MACV  offioors. 

(3)  Efforts  wero  rardo  to  0.  duct  an  aorirl  anti-moaquito  spraying  of 
Dong  Hoa  and  Iy  Nhon.  Both  attempts  wore  unsuccessful  duo  to  danger  to  crops 
in  Dong  Hoa  and  unavailability  of  aircraft  in  ly  NVr'n. 

(4)  In  an  attempt  to  fire  81mn  mortar  rt _ into  an  area  in  which 

■nail  ana  fire  was  obeorvad  from  operational  baae  SHARK,  four  rounds  landed 
in  the  village  of  Dong  Hoa  YSQ59476,  killing  7  persona  and  wounding  30.  The 
Battalion  Surgodn  and  nodical  personnel  ire cd lately  rushed  to  the  villa go  and 
began  administering  to  and  separating  the  wounded  for  ovaouatlan.  The  wounded 
wore  0 vacua ted  by  helicopter  within  3  hoars  to  hospitals  at  Long  Binh  and  Yung 
Itau,  Bn  C‘l  porE.jnnol  quickly  visited  thorn  at  tho  hospitals,  getting  thoir  names 
conditions  and  locations  for  relatives.  The  next  morning,  transportation  was 
provided  to  convey  relatives  to  Vung  Tou  to  visit  those."  hospitalised.  Also,-  aid 
was  given  in  tho  purchasing  and  transporting  of  ooffins  for  the  doad.  Work  was 
begun  irraodlatoly  on  assessing  damage  and  making  repair*.  Organic  personnel 
augmented  by  Division  Engineers  worked  quickly  to  repair  damage.  This  included 
carpentry,  cenontlng,  and  roof  repair.  Two  cospleteljr  now  rocis  woro  Installed 
and  repair*  wore  made  on  approximately  nine  other*.  A  total  of  100  shoots  of 
aarrugated  roofing  was  used.  Mrny  Villagers  roquostod  compensation  for  damage 

or  repair  supplloe,  rather  than  having  the  work  done  by  US  personnel.  This  was 
done  through  porsonnol  from  0-3,  1st  Infantry  Division.  Bmergonoy  sum  lies  of 
food  and  textile  kite  wero  distributed  to  tho  families  of  those  killed  or  In¬ 
jured.  One  woman  wo*  given  an  Immediate  payment  of  2000  Plastics,  due  to  hot 
being  destltuda  after  losing  hor  husband.  The  poop! a  woro  advised  to  submit 
claims  for  deaths  and  injuries,  as  wo  11  as  orop  damage,  threugt  appropriate  VI 
channels.  MACV  personnel  in  the  area  worked  to  have  those  olein*  expedited  a* 
toon  as  they  woro  submitted. 

(5)  Lcoal  advisors  in  both  areas  in  which  tho  Battalion  worked 
oxtonalvoly,  oxpreseod  appreciation  for  the  work  of  the  troops,  cod  indicated 
that  their  own  efforts  had  boon  aided.  In  reference  to  Dong  Hoa,  it  was  stet'4 
that  the  quick  and  thorough  action  taken  offeet  ouch  of  the  bad  feeling*  poss¬ 
ibly  encountered. 

3.  (C)  KXSSICWi  1/18  Inf  conducts  extensive  patrolling,  ambushes  and  etaroh 

and  doe troy  operations  in  TACR  "A"  and  *B*. 

6.  (C)  CONCEPT  OP  CP3UTI0N: 

a.  Pansuv «r  1  This  oporation  was  conducted  1s  fire  ($)  phases. 

Rmee  X  OPCRD  11-66  (corrected  fra  U  -  66)  initiated  this  pheso  with  e 
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motor  aards  to  Operation  Base  PCRPOISE  XS301484,  a  sealift  from  Mike  Beach,  Saigon 
to  deration  Base  SFARX  ind  a  airlift  frees  Bearcat  to  Operation  Base  SHARK  to  clear 
Operation  Base  SHARK; 

Phase  II  Frag  Order  1  thru  7  to  OPCRD  11-66  oovered  search  and  destroy  operations 
in  TACR  "B"  and  TACR  "A"  vith  maximum  ambushes  at  night.  These  operations  were  eont 
rolled  from  Operation  Base  SHARK.  Operations  were  conducted  in  TACK  "A"  during 
this  phase  because  of  the  activlity  encountered  on  several  ambushes  in  this  TACR. 

Ini tally  there  vas  very  little  activity  in  TACR  "B". 

Phaso  HI:  Frag  Order  f?  to  OPCRD  11-66  directed  the  move  from  Operation  Base 
SHARK  in  TACR  "B"  to  Operation  Base  BARRACUDA  in  TA  OR  "A",  The  move  employed 
air  assault  by  Co  A  on  Oporation  Base  BARRACUDA  to  oloar  and  secure  this  area, 

Co  0  was  airlifted  into  Operation  Huso  BARRACUDA  from  Operation  Base  PCRPOISE  as 
tha  Bn  rapid  reaction  force,  A  Btry  1/7  Arty  was  airlifted  by  CH-47  from  Operation 
Base  SHARK  to  Operation  Base  BARRACUDA.  Supplies  and  Supply  personnel  moved  by 
sealift  using  ICU  and  DOM's  during  this  phase. 

Phneo  IV*  Frag  Order  9  thru  15  eovorod'  the  search  and  destroy  operations  in  TACR 
"A,!.  Operations  in  TACR  "A"  wore  controlled  Areo  Operation  Base  BARRACUDA  with 
A  Btry  1 /*?  Arty  in  DS. 

Phase  Vi  On  091200  Juno  66  IEXKGT0N  III  was  terminated,  Co  A  end  HHC  (-)  moved 
'ey  sealift  to  Mike  Beach,  Saigon  and  then  by  motor  convoy  to  Bearoat,  Co  B  and 
Oo  C  were  airlifted  from  Operation  Base  BARRAC'DA  and  Operation  Bose  PCRPOISE  to 
Bearoat,  The  Bn  rear  located  at  Operation  Bo.  so  PCRPOISE  conducted  a  sealift  from 
Operation  Base  PCRPOISE  to  Mike  Bunch,  Saigon  and  then  moved  by  motor  oonvoy  to 
Bearoat, 

b.  Fire  Support:  Fire  Support  vas  provided  by  Artillery,  Naval  Ounfire,  FAC 
Air  and  HUIB  Fire  Teams,  A  Btry  1/7  Arty  was  in  diroot  support  of  the  1/18  Inf 
during  the  entire  operation, 

7.  (C)  EXECUTION c 

a.  Chronology  i 

IS  May 

1/18  Inf  published  OPORD  11-66  (LEXINGTON  III) 

19  May 

191208,  soallft  convoy  departed  base  osmp  for  VN  Navy  dockyards,  Saigon,  and 
arrived  at  191400, 

191700  two  VN  ICU's  completed  loading  and  departed  embarkation  point  to  anchor 
over  night  on  SONG  MHA  BE  River, 

191750  Bde  notified  Bn  of  24  hr  delay  in  Operation  LEXINGTON  HI. 

191855  Convoy  Commander  cud  vehicles  returned  from  Saigon, 

191940  sealift  was  notified  of  24  hr  daily. 

Normal  soourity  measures  taken  for  Base  Comp  security. 

20  Kay 

1/18  puhliehod  Frag  Order  1  to  OPCRD  11-66. 

201130  Bdo  notifiod  Bn  LEXINGTON  HI  will  begin  on  a  May  66. 

Normal  security  measures  token  for  base  camp  soourity, 

21  May 

1A8  Inf  published  Frag  Order  2  to  OPCRD  11  -  66. 

211135  1/18  Inf  initiated  IEXDETCN  HI  with  the  firct  Hft  of  Alpha  Ccapaiy. 
211030  FAC  deotroyed  a  sampan  at  IS 137 523. 

211140- Co  A  and  Hq's  (-)  larded  at.  LZ  TROUT  vio  IS059473. 

211203  motor  oonvoy  deported  Deurr-t  c  -.route  to  Vung  Tau  with  Co  B  and  Reooa 
2/18  Inf  providing  security, 

21143  the  sealift  portion  hid  larded  and  unloaded  at  12  TROUT  and  the  load  tell 
oloaed  RP. 

211435  Co  G  lifted  of  oaroute  to  Vung  Tau, 

211700  Co  B  dosed  Vung  Tau, 

211730  Danger  77  visited  Operations  Base  SHARK. 

No  eontaat  woe  made  during  the  day.  During  tho  night,  the  riflo  oampaniee 
established  a  Battalion  perimeter  with  listening  post*  to  the  front  of  eaah  oenpeqy. 

22  May 

1/18  published  Frag  Order  Order  3  to  OPCRD  11-66 

22C715  Naval  Gunfiro  Teem  (AJCLICO)  arrived  Oporation  Base  SHARK, 

220720  Throe  (3)  LCM's  beached  at  SHARK. 

220915  Gunahlps  flrod  on  sampans  in  Bn  TACR,  at  TS105560. 

221700  VN  DCM  boats  oonduot  doooptlvo  extinction  of  Co  C. 

Co  A  remained  in  CP  aroa  via  TS059473  os  the  Bn  reserve  and  established  ambush¬ 
es  during  hours  of  Darkness.  Co  B  and  Bn  trains  remained  at  Rear  oporation  base, 
X83014B5.  AH  olomeate  will  remain  in  preeont  locations  with  A  A  C  Companies  corn* 
dusting  night  ambush  patrols  In  respective  areas- — 
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222300  Bn  monitored  call  frets  Artichoke  37  for  Dustoff.  Bn  answered  call  and  a 
Navy  PCS  lorded  at  Op  Base  SHARK  YS059473,  one  (l)  man  was  off  loaded  and  4  others 
given  Medication. 

222355  Mod ova c  of  casually  free  Navy  PCS  completed. 

H  &  I  fires  by  Co  A,  65  element  and  Naval  Gunfire  during  the  night. 

83  May 

1/18  Inf  pub}! shod  IVag  Qrdor  4  to  OPCRD  11  -  66. 

230650  8  slicks  arrived  at  Op  Sat  j  SHARK, 

23C700  first  lift  of  Alpha  aV.-we. 

230724  aircraft  rocoivod  £A  flro  iron  vio  YS13U12,  flro  team  notified, 

230745  airlift  of  Alpha  completed  Into  Op  area  JAGUAR, 

230836  Co  C  closed  Op  Base  SHARK  from  PANTHER. 

230910  fire  to  am  destroyed  a  sampan  with  no  nr.e  aboard  at  IS109729. 

230923  aerial  observer  received  SA  fire  from  YS112498.  Arty  fired  into  area 
with  unknown  results. 

231030  Fire  team  received  fire  from  vie  YS109529. 

231030  Co  B  departed  PCRPOISE  for  Op  Base  SHARK. 

231310  LCU  closod  Op  Base  SHARK  with  Co  B. 

231400  Co  C.  dopartod  Op  Base  SHARK  for  Op  Base  PORPOISE, 

231458  Psy  War.  Ship  ovor  Op  Base  SHARK. 

231620  1st  Div  CO  arrived  Op  Base  SHARK. 

231710  Co  0  closod  Vung  Tau. 

232010  Co  B's  L  olomont  vie  026557  received  A/V  fire,  During  the  day  Bn  cont¬ 
inued  operations  in  TACR  w/nog  onemy  contact.  FT  II  CaanMdor  visited  Battalion. 

Co  B  established  two  (2)  night  ambush  sites.  Bn  continues  operation  in  TACR  "B" 
and  prepares  for  TAQR  "A". 

24  May 

1/18  published  Frag  Order  5  to  OPCRD  11-66. 

240225  Co  B's  M-2  ambush  positon  fired  on  two  saapons  moving  west  to  east. 

240305  Arty  fired,  results  unknow. 

240630  Co  B's  L  element  received  auto  weapons  fire  f rem. YS024571. 

240730  Co  B  dopnrted  Op  SHARK  far  LION  ty  LCM. 

240910  Co  B  closed  LION, 

241007  Co  B  found  damaged  sampan  with  letters  and  also  papers  in  it. 

241010  Naval  ndivsor  roportod  a  mine  at  YS019618  and  a  boat  hit  by  a  mine  at 
YS028606.  Also  contact  with  VC  at  YS019610,  4  VC  KIA,  captured  on*  (l)  57RR,  one 
(l)  PD  and  two  (2)  aarbinos,  located  6  or  7  bunkoro,  one  (I)  hut, 

241020  Co  C  dooartod  PORPOISE  for  SHARK  by  DCU. 

241213  Co,  helilift  extraction  completed  from  JAGUAR. 

241300  Co  C  closed  Op  Base  SHARK 

241400  requested  mosquito  spray  fur  eivio  action  program  but  request  denied. 
242020  ambush  patrol  of  Co  C  sank  one  sampan,  killed  2  VC  (BC)  at  YSC14568. 

1/18  Inf  continues  Operation  LEXINGTON  III.  Co  A  at  Op  Base  PORPOISE,  Go  B 
operation  in  LION  (7),  Co  C  as  Bn  perimeter  defense.  No  contact  during  the  day, 

25  May 

1/18  Inf  published  Frag  Order  6  to  OPCRD  11-66, 

250625  Co  C  ambush  petrol  confirms  3  VC  KIA,  Found  papers.  . 

250730  remainder  of  Co  C  departed  Op  Saae  SHARK  to  PUMA. 

250645  alratrike  delivered  on  YS003565  suspected  mines, 

250910  Co  C  landed  at  PUMA. 

250955  Co  C  located  a  beat  oaj$  at  TS030565  which  had  not  bean  used  for  ^cate- 
time,  destroyed  one  (l)  hut. 

261010  Co  B  extracted  from  LION  by  LCM  boats 
251100  Co  B  oloeod  Op  Baeo  SHARK. 

251100  Co  A  arrived  Op  Base  Shark  by  LCU, 

251205  Co  B  departed  Op  Base  SHARK  for  Op  Base  PORPOISE  by  LCU. 

1/10  Inf  continues  operations,  Co  A  at  Op  Base  SHARK,  Go  B  st  Op  Base  PCRPOU 
Co  C  in  area  PUMA.  So  oonteot  during  the  day, 

26  May 

1/18  Inf  published  Frag  Order  7  to  OPCRD  11-66. 

260600  sabuah  patrol  from  Co  0  killed  5  VC  (BC)  vio  TS014567  In  e  sampan 
travelling  U  to  E,  oaptured  two  (2)  wpna  and  two  (2)  packs  wbleh  sank  along 
with  the  campon. 

260010  Co  A  Eagle  Flight  airlift  began. 

2 60612  Co  A  Eagle  Flight  eonploted. 

260940  Co  B  dopartod  Op  Baeo  PCRPOISE. 

261045  Co  A  located  platoon  alto  baeo  amp  at  I Si 00492,  hsd  auto  vpna  positions 
and  building  material, 

261140  flret  olmaoitt  Co  A  returned  from  Eagle  flight. 

261155  Co  B  arrived  Op  Baeo  SHIRK  by  LCU. 

261250  Ce  C  departed  area  TO 4  f~-_0p  _ 
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261305  Co  0  returned  -to  Op  Base  PCRPOISE  at  26130$.  **' 

261305  element  from  Co  A  larded  by  holilift  at  LZ  F3HK  18085563. 

261045  all  elements  of  Co  A  were  extracted  back  to  Op  Base  SHADS, 

261945  ambush  patrol  free  Co  A  sank  one  sampan  at  YS032524,  also  received  one 
round  of  sniper  fire  from  same  location. 

262040  four  (4)  mortar  rouruk  landed  in  DONG  HQA,  Crater  analysis  and  tail 
fins  lndioated  they  wore  Siam  mortars  from  Due  ho a a  unit.  Casualties  were  7  dead 
civilians,  24  wounded  civilians,  and  ~6  wounded  P.F,  soldiers, 

262240  casualties  were  evacuated  from  DONG  HOA  to  the  let  HOK  MASH  and  the 
36th  Hospital  at  VUNO  1AD,  also  some  to  the  93d  Evao. 

Co  A  and  Co  B  romainod  in  parlmoter  security  for  the  night,  Co  0  remained  at 
Op  Boae  PCRPOISE.  Co  C  had  5  VC  KIA  (DC),  oapturod  two  weapons,  sank  one  sampan, 

Co  A  destroyed  ono  sampans. 

27  May 

1/18  Inf  published  Frog  Order  8  to  OPCRD  11-66, 

270725  Co  B  dopnrtod  Op  Base  SHARK  by  LCM  boats  for  Operational  area  OCELOT. 
270830  Co  B  closed  OCELOT. 

270835  two  (2)  ralliers  tumod  themselves  in  to  1/18  Inf  in  villago  N.E.  of 
1/18  Inf  CP. 

271007  Co  C  departed  Op  Bose  PCRPOISE  for  Op  Base  STUBS.* 

271145  1/18  began  olvie  notion  program  to  repair  damage  freta  mortar  round*. 
Construction  material  and  food  sent  to  DONG  HOA, 

271400  Co  C  closod  C/  Base  SHAW. 

271514  Co  A  departed  Op  R.-.se  SlUnh  by  LCU  for  Op  Base  PCRPCISS, 

271712  Chinook  arrived  with  supplioa  for  DONG  HOA, 

Negative  contact  during  the  day,  Co  A  at  PCRPOISE,  Co  B  ooaiuoting  S  ft  D 
operations  with  saturation  ambushes  at  night  in  OCELOT.  Co  C  in  perimeter  defense. 
Civic  action  vil 1  continue  in  DONG  HOA, 

28  May 

1/18  Inf  published  Frag  Qrdar  9  to  OPCRD  11  -  66. 

280650  Co  B  made  contact  with  two  (2)  sampens,  11  VC  at  ISO 87492,  resulted  in 
nine  (9)  VC  KIA  (BC),  destroyed  5  carbines. 

280700  Co  C  began  airlift  to  BARRACUDA 
280730  Co  C  closed  BARRACUDA. 

280828  extraction  of  Co  B  by  LCM' a  began, 

280900  Co  A  ccnmenoed  airlift  fran  Op  Base  PCRPOISE  to  BARRACUDA. 

281036  Co  A  closed  BARRACUDA. 

281037  Co  B  oloaed  Op  Base  SHARK  and  aided  in  elvlo  aotlon  in  DCNO  HQA, 

281045  A  1/7  Arty  began  airlift. 

281555  A  1/7  Arty  oloaed  Op  Boae  BARRACUDA. 

281640  Co  B  .bognn  extraction  by  LCU  from  Op  Base  SHARK. 

281945  Co  B  closod  Op  Base  PCRPOISE. 

Contaot  during  the  day  resulted  in  nino  (9)  VC  KIA,  five  (5)  oarblnes  destroy* 
ed  and  two  acmpana  sunk,  Co  A  and  Co  C  in  porimoter  security  of  Op  Base  BARRACUDA, 

29  May 

1/18  publiohed  Frag  Order  10  to  OPQRD  11-66, 

290330  Hq  (-)  received  on*  suspected  57m  RR,  resulting  in  one  (l)  minor  UIA, 
290720  Co  A  deported  BARRACUDA. 

290748  Go  entered  ere*  JEOPARD. 

29U0$  contact  vts  mad*  with  an  unknown  number  of  VC  armed  with  one  .30  oal 
MS  vie  18944626, 

291550  contaot  was  broken,  resulting  in  two  (2)  friendly  VIA,  cue  later  died. 
Estimated  company  die  base  snap  at  this  location  was  destroyed  end  the  following 
equipment  vac  captured  1  1,540  rd  PA  arao,  one  bag  of  document  a  and  six  sampans  des¬ 
troyed. 

Co  B  remains  in  area  PORPOISE,  Co  C  remained  at  BARRACUDA,  Co  A  conducted  mt- 
uration  aabuahea  in  It*  area  of  responsibility. 

30  May 

Co  A  continued  to  patrol  am  IE0PARD. 

30121$  an  unoccupied  baa*  oaap  was  destroyed  vie  XS933613. 

301330  Go  A  et  IS958616  found  *  weapon*  cache  consisting  of  7  rifles  (6-tam  ft 
1-303)  and  70  rd  onto. 

3014  1$  Co  A  found  an  Inboard  mo ter  sampan  at  '3954613  and  destroyed  it. 

Co  B  remained  et  PCRPOISE  and  Co  C  at  BARRACUDA. 


XL  May 

V18  Inf  oublishad  Frag  Qrdar  11  to  OPCRD  11-66. 

The  operation  for  Co  C  was  cancelled  dim  to  pending  operations  of  Vietnamese 
farees  in  the  tree,  et  e  result  Co  A  continued  petrolling  in  area  JEOPARD. 

310900  Co  A  received  SA  fire  from  T 395 5605.  Arty  and  mortar  fir*  wo*  fixed  into 
tbs  area  with  negative  results. 


/£•(  CONFIDENTIAL 


°  CONFIDENTIAL 

-■>  v_/ 


310935  Co  A  located  a  small  hospital  with  15-20  huts  Tie  YS954609,  huts  dest¬ 
royed  by  burning. 

311025  a  patrol  from  Co  C  made  contaot  with  a  VC  squad  at  YS959577,  resulting 
In  3  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  two  weapons  eaptured,  •* 

311910  Co  A  modo  a  foot  march  beck  to  BARRACUDA  and  dosed  at  311710. 

Co  C  patrol  conducted  saturation  ambushes  In  their  area.  Co  A  departed  BARRA¬ 
CUDA  by  LCD  at  311930  for  PORPOISE,  Co  B  porlmotor  security  along  with  Co  C  (•) 

1  June 

1/16  Inf  published  Frag  Order  12  to  CPCRD  11-66. 

010700  Co  C  (-)  departed  BARRACUDA  for  PUMA. 

010620  Co  C  (-)  found  ono  (l)  weapon  (US  bolt  action)  at  ISO 14568, 

At  YSG14568  Co  C  (-)  receivod  SA  flro  from  estimated  6  VC  vio  YS013560,  fire 
was  returned  with  unknown  results. 

010933  Co  C  (-)  located  squad  size  base  oamp  that  hod  not  boon  used  rooently 
vio  XS962585. 

011120  Co  C  located  a  largor  base  camp  at  YS068578,  1  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  one  US 
oo'  45  St'E,  a  second  baso  camp  was  located  vlo  YS010570  with  negative  results. 

Co  A  remained  In  PORPOISE,  Co  B  remained  as  perimeter  security  for  BARRACUDA. 

2  Juno 

1/18  Inf  published  Frag  Order  13  to  QPCRD  11-66. 

1/18  continues  Operation  LEXHJGTCW  IH  with  Co  B  oonduotlng  search  and  destroy 
aerations  In  Target  19. 

020732  Co  C  is  ready  for  extraction. 

020840  alretrike  with  H-54  Dopth  Chargoe  was  began  to  clear  channel  for  Co  B. 
020940  all  Co  B  elements  landed  v.;o  Y.'032605,  YS034605,  YS0406Q7. 

021200  Co  A  and  Recon  Pit  nrri.'c^  t  r’.RiiACUDA, 

021345  Co  B  located  anal.',  base  oaop  of  two  huts  vlo  YS029613,  night  cnbushea 
wore  oonduotod  in  area. 

3  June 

Operation  IEXINGTCN  III  continues  with  Co  B  oonduotlng  S  &  D  operations  to  the 
northwest  of  tho  area  vio  YS032615. 

031030  Rocon  Pit  located  1  hut  w/etorage  bln  empty,  capacity  2-3  tone.  YS94B595 
03134 5  Co  B  found  a  fortified  VC  position  vlo  XS023618,  platoon  aiie,  also 
foand  several  oal  106  ,  57  or  9&m  shall  oases. 

031450  Rooon  attacked  one  snspon  killed  4  VC  (BC)  captured  one  Ml  carbine 
at  YS965588. 

032140  Co  D  ambushed  a  sampan  resulting  In  3  VC  KIA,  one  (l)  Russian  carbine 
and  one  (l)  greaso  gun  captured  vlo  YS015614. 

Co  B  oostlnuoo  saturation  embus  he  a.  Co  A  at  BARRACUDA  and  Co  C  at  PdtPOISE, 

4  Juno 

040615  Co  A  departed  Op  Base  BARRACUDA  by  LCM. 

040900  C  A  C  received  SA  fire  from  vio  YS007521. 

041025  Co  B  requested  Arty  flro  YS013614  on  a  susoootod  enemy  position. 

041125  Co  A  found  10  tons  of  rioe  via  YS993536.  *•***-  A 
041330  Co  B  was  airlifted  from  AO  19. 

041415  Co  B  closed  BARRACUDA. 

041520  C  &  C  ship  looatod  2  huts  &  2  saapens  vlo  YS015607, 

041545  C  &  C  ship  spotted  sampan  at  13994587,  FAC  ohooked  out  v/unk  results. 
During  the  morning  Bn  utUiied  Air  Force  Air  armed  with  1000  lb  GP  with  Daisy 
Outtor  Fuses  to  clear  future  L2. . 

5  June 

1/18  Inf  published  Frag  Order  14  to  QPCRD  11-66. 

Co  A  continued  to  patrol  In  assigned  or os, 

050925  Reeon  closed  BARRACUDA  and  brought  in  a  Ml  oarbine  and  documents. 
051155  Co  A  looatod  an  abandoned  base  oaap  consisting  of  20  huts  vlo  XS966840, 
051810  resupply  of  water  to  Co  A  wee  sample  tod  by  the  C  6  C  ship. 

Co  A  conducted  saturation  as during  the  night.  Co  B  r— Inert  In  area 
FCRPOXn,  Co  0  In  area  BARRACUDA. 

6  June 

1/18  published  Frag  Order  15  to  QPQRD  11-66. 

060700  Co  G  deported  BARRACUDA  for  area  of  operation 

060800  Co  C  landed  vlo  XS937687  conducted  extensive  paw.  0  the  south, 

south  seat  and  south  west. 

061145  Co  A  extracted  by  LCh  from  vlo  TSQ28577  end  moved  to  BARRACUDA. 

061225  Co  B  moved  frem  PCRT013S  to  BARRACUDA  by  ICO. 

061330  Co  A  departed  BARRACUDA  for  PORPOI38. 

061405  Co  C  engaged  a  saspen  vie  XS947625  resulting  in  two  (2)  VC  UA  (BC) 
end  one  sempan  destroyed. 

Co  0  oonduotod  saturation  ambushes  during  the  night,  Co  B  located  at  BARRACUDA 


7  June 

/,  Go  C  oomUnuad  extensive  patrolling  with  negative  oontaot. 

/&Z  071220  Co  C  spotted  e  senpan  moving  south  et  YT94B678,  Sampan  tvmed  around 

and  a  fire  teas  was  called  out  to  Ubra^  srea  with,  nagaUve  results. 
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Co  C  conducted  saturation  r  to’  ng  the  night,  Co  B  remained  In  area 

BARRACUDA.  Co  a  remained  at  rd.OISE, 

8  June 

Oporatlon  LEXIUQTON  III  continued  with  Co  B  conducting  a  sealift  by  LCM'a  at 
080oui,  . 

081020  a  bate  oanp  was  located  vie  IS995520  with  one  bunker,  one  (l)  VC  vaa 
sighted  in  the  area  of  base  oamp  who  flod  in  a  SE  direotion  fr®>  2 SO 10 520.  Upon 
pursuing  the  VC,  two  (2)  booby  trapped  grenades  end  a  trail  with  punji  stakes 
was  looatod  at  2S005515. 

0S1250  contaot  was  made  with  unknown  number  of  VC  at  2S014532  resulting  in 
ono  (1)  VC  XIA  (BC)  and  one  (1)  7.62  rifle  oaptured, 

081342  heavy  small  arms  firo  was  received  free,  via  of  28003516  resulting  in 
ont  (l)  US  WIA  and  one  (1)  US  injured. 

081415  contaot  was  made  with  3  VC  at  ZS998533  resulting  In  ono  (1)  VC  XIA 
(BC)  and  one  (1)  Japanese  7,62  weapon  ooptured,  VC  broko  oontact  and  Hod  into 
swemp, 

080930  Co  C  was  sealifted  out  of  thoir  AO  and  brought  to  BARRACUDA. 

081240  Co  C  dopartrd  BARRACUDA  by  ICU  for  F®rrISE, 

080800  Co  A  departed  PORPOISE. 

081200  Co  A  arrived  at  BARRACUDA,  assu:uod  perimeter  security  for  battalion, 

9  June 

1/18  published  Frog  Order  16  to  QPCRD  11-66. 

091200  Operation  IAUTEJOTOR  HI  terminated. 

091415  Co  B  and  Renon  airlifted  cut  of  AO,  both  elements  had  negative  contact. 

091130  128  Air  Mob  element  killed  two  (2)  VC  (BC )  and  sank  (l)  sampan,  XS970626. 

091800  Co  B  and  Recon  and  Co  C  closod  Bearcat, 

091830  Co  A,  Battery  1/7  Arty  and  elements  of  Bn  Headquarters  moved  by  ICU 
from  BARRACUDA. 

Elements  moving  by  sealift  will  remain  over  night  aboard  LCM  and  ICU  in  Saigon 
Harbor.  Roar  area  at  PCEPQISE  was  sealifted  by  ICU  to  Saigon  Navy  lards  on  10  June 
and  11  June, 

8.  (C)  SUPPORTING  FORCES s 

a.  Artillery)  A  1/7  Arty  (105  How)  was  direct  support  of  1/18  Inf  during  tho 
ontire  operation.  By  occupying  the  same  operations  base  ns  the  1/lB  Inf  the  fires 
wars  timely  and  accurate. 

b.  Air  Foroei 

(1)  TAC  AIR  was  employed  on  pre  planned  strikes.  Bn  S-3  Air  coordinated  . 
dr  request  with  ALO  and  admitted  all  requests  to  Bde. 

(2)  Two  missions  wore  flows  utilising  1000  lbs  Frag  with  Daisy  Cutter 
Ibzos.  Those  were  used  to  cloar  futuro  LZ'a  for  helicopter  ossuslt.  The  first 
mission  had  two  duds  in  two  rroas.  Other  than  for  the  duds,  the  missions  were  very 
successful.  Cho  mission  was  flown  vith  H»54  depth  charges  to  clear  suspootad  water 
minos.  Rosulte  unknown. 

o.  Army  Aviation!  Amy  Aviation  was  used  every  day  of  the  operation.  Numerous 
movos  of  company  and  platoon  also  wore  mado.  Firo  tacos  were  on  station  or  on  call 
at  the  operation  base  (on  a  daily  basis)  and  tho  C  &  C  ship  was  usod  sovon  to  tan 
hours  daily.  Due  to  the  inacoossabiliiy  of  theRSSZ*  the  1/18  Inf  depended  greatly 
on  the  Any  aviation  support  which  was  exemplary.  Support  was  provided  by  tho  l£2d 
and  128th  Aviation  ocaponlos  of  the  11th  Avlotlon  Bn.  Tha  aircraft  wore  used  to 
i  their  wudwm  capability  on  maseraut  occasions  in  the  evacuation  of  wounded  end  in 
the  resupply  and  extraction  of  platoon  slse  elements.  The  suocess  of  UMNO  TOM  HZ 
i  wat  dir  jctly  proportional  to  tho  outstanding  effort  aai  acoaqplishaonts  of  Any 
1  Aviation, 

9.  (C)  RESULTS! 

|  a.  Friondly  Losses!  KIA  -  (l),  VIA  -  (4), 

Keener  Losses! 

VC  XH  (BC)!  37  (3  by  Any  Air) 


:  US 

\ 

1 


_ _  mm, 

Smll  ertm  -  30  Bnt«  C  oap  -  It 

Ffog  gromdua  —  51  A»ao  fhollltUi  •  2 

SA  on  -  2172  rds  Hospital  -  1 

droned#  fuses  -  750  Fortifiod  positions 

Ccep  "C"  explosive  -  100  lbs  Bunkers  -  10 

aib-nohlro  gun  mag  -  8  rONrlUL.'Ul.S'lfca  -  U 
Orein  propellent  -  7  tit*rur'r£  Ending  dock  -  1 


Saltpeter  -  100  Iba 
Knives  -  2 
Slingshot  -  1 
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Materials 

Combat  packs  -  2 

Sampar ;  -  37 

Fuel  oil  -  1002  gal 

Etoory  cloth  -  300  shoots  (12"  x  12") 

Water  jugs  -  30  (20  ahd  50  gal  cap) 

Rice  -  20,100  lbs 

Cement  -  200  lbs 

Salt  -  5  lbs 

Gronade  proso/faold  -  1 

Eating  dishware  and  utensils  -  25  sets 

Mirror  -  1 

8"  boat  propeller  -  1 
2J-  T-T  hydraulic  jack  -  1 
75  lb  anvil  -  1 
3"  woodcutting  saws  -  3 
Portable  loudspeaker  -  1 
10  gal  cans  -  8 
Kerosene  -  1  gal 
Soldering  rods  -  20 
Pistol  belts  -  3 
Rice  threshing  machine  -  1 
Mi  sc  clothes  -  for  40  pers 

Misc  tools  -  wrenches,  files,  spades,  picks,  shovels,  rivets,  nuts  and 
bolts,  planes,  vodgos. 

Fishing  tackle  gear  v/100  pioces  of  lead 

Misc  mod  supplies  (vitamins,  penicillin,  saline  solution  ampules,  gauge, 
eto) 

Green  parrot 

Dong  Hoa  village  gcrverrmeai  :■  bbe:.-  stamp 

D0CUHEHT5 

Propaganda  books 

Medical  training  books 

Receipt  from  LY  NHQH  Finance  Agent 

Roster  of  party  members  (poas  LI  NH0S  village) 

Sketch  of  unknown  hsalet 
VC  instructions  on  use  of  claymore  mines 

6  envelopes  sent  to  C702  unit  from  various  other  unite  w/oodo  numbers 
VC  receipt  pod  for  ammo  (no  unit  shown) 


o.  Installation  Locations t 


*§016555 
IS019555 
ISQ30565 
IS944626 
XS9476J4 
13962582 
XS018578 
IS029613 
XS964588 
XS987541 
ES008563 
YSC02545 
IS006545 
ISO  14533 


HUTS 

?S030565 

XS958616 

XS945609 

XS946604 


YS018578 

IS012610 


YS029613 

XS948595 

IS030587 

XS966540 

YS987541 

YS030587 

YS006545 

16077544 


mpa 

XS956628 

XS958616 


HOSPITAL 

XS954£09 


13023618 

XS9955» 

TS008J63 

16100490 


mam 


10,  (c).  AmWlSUUTIOC:: 


a.  Personnel i 


21  Miy  66 

IWD  REAR  ... 

HBD»  1 22  anCONH^4'^ 

t  156  37  ■' 


6  June  66 


117 


REAR 

201 

15 


1 
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ft.  Personnel  (oont) 

IVJD  REAR  PUD  REAR 

C  132  62  135  58 

Tbtal  556  377  535  332 

b.  Administrative  Plans:  Flow  c f  personnel,  mall,  oto  was  best  handled  by 
using  the  C  &  C  holicoptor  on  a  •'  led  ran  dolly  between  base  coop  and  the 
WD  CP. 

U.  (C)  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES: 

ft.  Several  rice  caches  discover  In  the  Rung  Sat  Special  Zone  were  destroyed 
by  dumping  it  into  the  salt  wetor  which  is  found  throughout  the  area.  The  base 
coop  installations  wore  well  constructed  and  beyond  the  destructive  capability 
of  the  companies  operating  in  the  AO.  Engineor  demolition  tosa  was  on  eall  at 
the  operation  base  and  also  conducted  instruction  on  demolition  tochniquos  to 
the  ocmpanies'.whon  in  reserve  in  the  samo  area.  Due  to  the  many  rivers  and  streams 
in  the  AO  it  was  necessary  to  carry  river  crossing  oqulpment  on  many  operations, 
ttyion  ropes  and 'ail  mattresses  were  adequate.  Sampans  captured  wore  also  difficult 
to  destroy.  Tho  mo/C  successful  and  fastest  method  used  was  a  claymore  on  the 
bottan  of  tho  sampan 

b.  The  salt  water  predominant  in  tho  RSSZ  caused  medical  problems  when 
operation  lasted  more  than  AS  hours.  Immersion  foot,  Infection  of  any  insect  bites 
or  small  outs  wore  serious  enough  to  place  these  individuals  on  light  duty  and 
out  down  the  canbat  strength  of  tho  unit, 

12.  (C)  COMANDERS  ANALYSIS:  IE Xlt’GTON  HI  was  tormod  a  highly  successful 
oporation  by  CCMJSMACV  and  CCWNAVFCRV.  Tho  high  kill  ratio  and  tho  damage  to 
Viet  Cong  baso  comps  and  to  their  equipment  and  food  stocks  wore  not  only  effect¬ 
ive  in  reducing  the  VC  disruption  of  friendly  shipping  through  the  RSSZ,  hut  they 
wore  major  factors  in  maintaining  the  high  morale  and  aggrossivonoss  of  tho  US 
troops  involved.  Tho  conduct  of  Phase  III  operations  improved  tho  oporation  in 
two  rospocts.  First  of  all,  TACK  Alpha  was  by  far  tho  most  lucrative  area  for 
operations.  Secondly,  by  lengthening  tho  time  a  unit  spont  in  tho  swoop  to  48 
hours  its  effectiveness  was  increased  while  tho  favorable  by-products'  of  increas¬ 
ing',  the  units  time  at  Vung  Thu  and  at  tho  JWD  oporatlonrl  baso  were  also  signifi¬ 
cant,  When  tho  1/18  Inf  returns  t..  J. v »  RSC1  Phase  HI  -  type  operations  should 

bo  duplicated  in  whatever  turgpt  areas  are  selected. 

As  an  overall  drprovomont  in  US  Any  Military  operations  in  tho  RSSZ  it  would 
bo  a  definite  advantage  for  the  US  Any  unit  aaemandar  to  have  complete  tactical 
freedom  in  his  TAQR,  not  only  for  his  abilily  to  respond  immediately  to  tho  latest 
intelligence,  but  perhaps  equally  as  important,  to  provide  him  an  opportunity  to 
plan  ahead  with  some  assurance  that  tho  plan  will  be  cooecuted.  This  is  necessary 
when  such  requirements  as  LUM's,  ICVP's,  Monitors,  Cccmandments,  salvage  ships. 
Murk  54  Depth  Chrrgos ,  Air  Force  or  Navy  air  strikes,  and  others  oust  bo  fulfilled. 
Coordination  load  time  involved  is  at  least  two  days,  preferably  four  or  five 
days  if  LZ  preparation  using  Daisey  Cutters  is  coqulrod, 

13.  (C)  CONCLUSIONS  AND  LESSONS  LEARNED : 


a.  Conclusions: 

(1)  Whon  opomtlng  in  tbs  RSSZ,  operations  should  not  aaeood  48  hours 
without  on  opportunity  for  troops  to  Hdry  out".  Two  to  four  days  of  remaining 
dry  and  treatment  of  sores  and  infections  were  cdoquoto  to  allow  units  to  go  cm 
another  operation. 

(2)  A  groat  deal  of  coordination  la  neaoeaacxy  with  tho  VNN  to  oonduot 
timely  sealift  operations.  The  CCMJAVFCRY  LNO'e  presence  in  the  1/18  Inf  TOC  *v . 
proved  invaluable  in  aeocmpll thing  this  coordination.  By  aooaqxuylng  tho  Bn  Co 
in  the  Ccmmand  and  Control  holieppter  during  aealifts  his  dlroot  radio  contact 
with  the  R16  Boat  Ccnpajy's  Navel  Advlaor  provided  the  neoessoiy  link  in  this 
difficult  coordination. 

(3)  Assy  Aviation  (HU1D  end  HUB  aircraft)  is  an  absolute  necessity  in 
oporation  in  tbs  RSSZ, 

(4)  More  froeden  of  action  by  the  Battalion  operating  in  a  1A0R  ie  neo- 

esecry  to  take  advantage  of  the  most  reoaut  intelligence  cad  activities  of  tho 
V3.  The  time  required  to  dear  areas  at  tins  was  toe  long  to  take  advantage  of 
the  oporation.  _ _  _  _ _ _ 
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(5)  With  the  exception  of  targets  not  being  aoeurntfi  as  reported,  the 
intelligence  base  far  the  operation  was  largely  valid  in  that  the  VC  forces: 

(a)  Did  have  unopposed  frcodcn  of  movement, 

(b)  Used  the  waterways  as  a  primary  route  of  travel  as  evidenced 
by  tho  several  successful  ambushos  thereon, 

(c)  Had  tho  majority  of  their  facilities  within  a  short  distance 
from  the  waterways,  thereby  facilitating  movement  and  the  transporting  of  supplies 
and  personnel  to  and  from  thoso  facilities, 

(6)  That  fou  booby  traps  were  encountered  probahly  resultod  from  the 
fact  that  the  area  was  considered  safe  by  tho  VC  because  of  difficult  terrain, 
excellent  concealment  from  air  and  ground  in  the  mangrove  forest  areas,  and  that 
fow  operations  had  pOnotrntcd  tho  area  previously. 

(7)  VC  porsonnol  and  material  losses  will  probably  have  an  adverse  effect 
on  VC  future  plans  and  operation?,  'i  \ay  have  probably  tuffored  a  loss  of  prestige 
in  tho  RSSZ  because  of  US  casualties  as  compared  to  their  losses,  Scoo  of  tho 
friondly  indigenous  porsonnol  that  inhabit  the  RSSZ  will  now  have  reason  to  doubt 
tho  VC  propaganda  of  "ownership"  and  infallibility  in  this  area  as  a  result  of 
unrestricted  US  movements  end  VC  losses. 

(8)  Although  no  contact  was  mado  with  the  VC  225th  Engr  Bn  or  its  ele¬ 
ments,  it  still  connot  be  confirmed  whether  or  not  n  unit  does  exist  with  this 
identity. 

(9)  The  fact  that  locations  of  bases  found  are  now  known,  as  well  as  the 
fact  that  the  VC  wero  forced  to  evacuate  and  disporso,  will  cause  then  to  have 
to  roloca.to,  reconstruct,  or  repair  thoso  facilities.  Because  of  tho  terrain,  VC 
offarts  in  thia  rognrd  will  bo  hanporod  for  eauotimo,  and  tho  capability  to  sup¬ 
port  travel  of  VC  units  through  the  area  is  roduced. 

b.  Lessons  Loomed: 

(1)  New  crrlvols  have  a  tendency  to  fire  prior  to  indontifying  tho 
enemy  or  insuring  that  noving  objects  are  not  friendly  troops.  Green  Droops 
must  be  indoctrinated  to  let  the  enemy  close,  with  tho  idea  of  a  first  round 
kill. 

(2)  Insect  bites  and  open  sores  become  infected  quickly  in  the  dirty 
salt  water  found  throu^iaut  tho  RSSZ.  Operations  in  this  area  should  not  excoed 
48  hours,  troops  should  bo  given  adequate  tine  for  personal  hygiene  and  treatment 
of  infooted  insoct  bitos. 

(3)  When  tho  audio  terminals  of  tho  PRC-55  radio  got  wot  the  radio  be¬ 
comes  :'nopcmble.  Corrective  action  of  using  a  cigarette  lighter  or  matchoe  can 
dry  thoso  terminals.  A  wot  handset  also  makes  tranaiission  iqpossiblo  and  by  cov¬ 
ering  tho  hondsot  with  aluninun  foil  from  the  accessory  pack  of  C-Rations  or  with 
a  plastic  bag  this  problem  is  greatly  roduood. 

(4)  Extreme  caution  must  be  exorcised  in  selecting  landing  sitos  during 
sealift  operations  due  to  tidal  changes  and  the  Inconsistency  of  tho  soil  com¬ 
position  in  tho  RSSZ.  Tide  data  con  be  obtained  from  S-2,  which  is  a  helping  faot- 
or  in  solooting  time  and  place.  Do toiled  rcronnassonce  insures  tho  best  pose-  ' 
ible  landing  sites. 

(5)  LZ's  end  PZ's  are  few  and  far  between  in  the  RSSZ;  however  by  cIomv 
ing  some  of  tho  B-52  bomb  craters,  extraction  could  be  porfamod  by  ono  H'JIB 
going  in  at  a  timo.  Daisy  Cuttors  con  bo  inployod  to  door  oroas  for  LZ’s.  Throe 
LZ's  wore  cleared  fbr  operations  in  an  area  inacoessablo  by  any  moons  except  air¬ 
lift, 

(6)  When  tho  short  or  jungle  ante  maos  ore  inadequate  tho  erection  of  a 
fiold  expedient  nntonnao  will  inoraase  tho  transmission  range  to  whoro  good  can- 
nunioation  are  established.  RTO's  should  bo  Indoctrinated  on  tho  uso  of  field 
oxpodlant  antennae. 

(7)  Communications  between  individuals  in  the  RSSZ  can  bo  accomplished 
by  hahd  clapping  as  this  is  a  prevalent  background  noise  in  tho  mangrove  swnmp. 

(8)  River  crossir^  equipment  to  Include  a  100-150  ft  rope  and  air  matt¬ 
resses  should  be  carried  by  each  platoon  for  river  erossing  operations, 

(9)  The  pace  esunt  changes  considerably  in  the  mangrove  swamps  and  saoh 
unit  should  check  its  pace  for  100  asters.  Approx  280  stops  vers  unod  to  measure 
100  meters, 

(10)  Tbs  1:25,000  Plato  Haps  of  tho  RSSZ  ore  considerably  hotter  then 
tho  standard  1:50,000  maps.  These  maps  should  bs  mado  of  all  Vlotaon  and  Issued 
through  normal  ohnnnols.  Tbs  few  that  tbs  battalion  used  vers  given  by  tho 
CCMtAVKRV  LH0, 

(11)  Tho  few  aerial  photo  mops  available  proved  to  bs  invaluable  and  unite 
going  into  thia  area  of  operations  should  request  air  photos  of  their  entire  TACR 
prior  to  the  oacoenenont  of  the  oporatlon. 
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_ ..  iTw®  no?e  14-60  ifi,s  for  the  wpng  pit  of  oooh  rifle  commty  addod 

SET**  flro  P°y°r  of  **•  platoon  and  company.  Ilhoiw?  tho  weapons 

platoon  of  a  riflo  oanpeny  is  used  as  a  fourth  rifle  platoon  the  M-60  MJtB  should 
Do  Boat  available 

(13)  Each  platoon  should  havo  4  H5C-25«s  duo  to  the  mnber  of  sound 
siso  ambushes  each  platoon  is  required  to  place  out  at  tines. 

,  „  'J4'.  Platoon  column  is  the  only  practical  formation  in  the  RSSZ 

because  of  the  donse  undergrowth. 

(15)  Individuals  morale  and  alortnoss  doeroasod  after  about  48  hours 
ra  toe  wrarp.  Rotating  troops  approx  every  48  hours  and  giving  then  a  2  -  4  day 
break  solves  this  problem.  w 

i—l  ^  VC  in  tlie  RSSZ  did  not  appoar  to  be  veil  trained  or  aggressive. 
TrT  v  T°  a™1811  waa  the  most  successful  maneuver  throuAout  IECINGTCH 

SIpHU^2McTl.nnbUSheS  81101116  1)0  ostablishod  on  this  type  of  operation.  The  use 
of  RH  and  SUR  reports  assists  in  picking  ambush  locations. 

effective  01,611  01608  80011  n8  riCe  Paddies»  i  ton  counted  redor  is  very 

f1nb<'Dl<3  '?ss  of  fictionalised  paper  plates  proved  most  satisfactory  in 
sorving  A-Rntions  in  the  FI©  area .  S~4  should  assure  that  an  adequate  amount 

areP^rodPlat*8  18  ^°pt  °°  haDd“  ^  uslaf’  P"?or  platos  nan-hours  cud  cargo  wt. 

-M  i  ^^.ThbCCl'iNAVFCEV  MC  ,locat*d  right  in  tho  Bn  TOC  proved  moot  valu- 

wlth  m  “d  VS  Kavy.  1, -hen-over  possible  a 
blisbod^fi^  ttQOhed  °r  °°me  arrwiS*'0htB  for  coordination  should  be  osto- 


DlSIRlBDTICHi  Special 


.TCHN  C.  BARD 
Major,  Infantry 
C  amending 


i/n 
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